TRANSIT

The title of the installation – Transit – can refer to passage, where one emphasizes art as a place for change and going beyond. In it´s composition the exhibition transcended borders in terms of material and technology where oil paintings was integrated with UV-LED lighting technology.

The crypt itself is a place of transition. Throughout history, many people have walked through the crypt. The decorated well gives us reason to believe that christenings were performed here. The grave slabs remind us of death as a boundary and as a gateway to another existence. If the cathedral is the body, then the crypt is its heart, its inner room. It is darker here and it takes a while for ones eyes to adjust, when coming down from the lighter aisles of the church above. We are invited to stop a while and wait for the interplay of eye, light and stone. Wandering between the columns has a rhythm all of its own.
    Dahlén experiments with colours as the carrier of light and they seem to hover in the air with lightness meeting the weight of the stone. The artist paints with light just as the architects interplay with light in order to build the room.

Erika Dahlén about her work:
"I probably see myself as a typical painter, even though I use many other materials and techniques, so it is to painting I always return. For some time now, I've been trying to paint with light by experimenting with reflective paint. The actual painting occurs in addition to the painted object and is dependent on light conditions and the observer's movement in the room."

Erika Dahlén is interested in an artwork's origin. She examines how the work emerges and comes into being. The work continues to be created in an interaction with the observer, space and light.
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