Dear readers,
Ever since my first congress in 2002 I knew IPSF was a remarkable organisation. But how remarkable it actually is, I only realised while I was working on this book.
Established right after World War II to promote international cooperation between pharmacy
students, our Federation is the symbol of peaceful collaboration and cultural understanding. This
in itself is an enormous achievement, but IPSF is much more than that.
Advocating for pharmacy students, helping to develop pharmacy curricula around the globe,
contributing to the improvement of health care systems, distributing information on healthy
lifestyles and engaging in humanitarian projects – those are all faces of the Federation.
It was an honour to serve IPSF as an executive committee member (as Secretary General
2005-07 and Chairperson of Student Exchange 2004-05) and it was a pleasure to be the editor
of this book – a huge but very enjoyable task that allowed me to further extend my knowledge
of IPSF.
I would like to take the opportunity to thank all editors of previous anniversary books, which
proved to be an invaluable source of information, all past IPSFers - many of them are Honorary
Life Members – who helped the formation of this book by contributing with information, new
ideas, different views and proofreading, the executive committee 2008-09, who supported both
the idea and the production of the book and of course Bálint Tóth, Student Exchange Officer of
Hungary, who travelled with me to The Netherlands and assisted me on my mission to the attic
where the archives are held. A special thank you goes to Otto Föcking, whose photo donations
make early days of IPSF visible to us today.
I hope reading this anniversary book will be at least as pleasurable as making it was!
Yours in IPSF,
Georgina Gál (Hungary)
Editor
Dear IPSF friends,
It is with great pleasure that IPSF presents you the 60th anniversary history book since our establishment in 1949. Our 60th anniversary is a great achievement and a testament to the
strength of our Federation. I hope this short summary of our invaluable history is inspirational
to all those who read it and also serves as fond memoirs for those who have had the privilege
of serving for this great platform of student advocacy and leadership.
I would like to personally thank Georgina Gal (Hungary) and Balint Toth (Hungary) for their efforts in visiting the IPSF archives in The Hague, The Netherlands, during May 2009 to compile
this book. Also thank you to all IPSFers who have contributed to proof reading and clarifying
IPSF’s history during their time of involvement.
As President of IPSF this year, I am fortunate to serve the Federation in the usual presidential capacity but also to coordinate the celebrations of our 60th anniversary being set up around the
world throughout 2009 - in Penang Malaysia, Bali Indonesia, Accra Ghana and Istanbul Turkey.
In the final chapter of this book I will also share some insight from this year’s current executive
achievements and the future direction of IPSF that I hope to see.
Happy reading and thank you to all who have played a part in serving this noble Federation during its lifetime thus far.
Vive le Pharmacie!
John Nguyen (Australia)
President 2008-09
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1948
Preparatory meeting
On 11 April 1948, pharmacy students from 13 countries met in London to
discuss the feasibility of forming a new international organisation. This was
the last day of the 6th Annual Conference of the British Pharmaceutical
Students’ Association (BPSA) and the original idea came from the Secretary of BPSA, Mr. S. B. Challen. The countries represented were: Belgium,
China, Denmark, Ireland, Finland, France, Great Britain, India,
The Netherlands, Norway, Pakistan, Sweden and Switzerland. Australia,
Poland and Romania also supported the idea of forming an international
federation, but their economic situation prevented them from joining the
meeting, while delegates from Czechoslovakia and Hungary could not be
present due to political reasons.
"The atmosphere of the round table conference was that of pharmacy students knowing
that their decisions would go down in the history of pharmacy".
(Report from the meeting, 1948)
Preliminary statutes were agreed upon and the name the‘International Pharmacy Student Federation’ was adopted. The new organisation wanted to “function autonomously in association
with the International Pharmaceutical Federation (FIP)”. Therefore it was suggested to have
the headquarters in The Netherlands, as this was where the FIP Secretariat was situated. The
oﬃcial languages of the organisation were decided to be English and French. A negotiating
committee was appointed to contact FIP, organise a conference of pharmacy students the following year to be held at the same time as the FIP Assembly and procure funds to ﬁnance the
work of the forming organisation.
The negotiating committee consisted of:
Pierre Falize, Belgium (representing French speakers)
John E. Burrell, Ireland (representing English speakers)
F. Wentzel, The Netherlands (to liase with FIP)
S.B. Challen, Great Britain (to co-ordinate activities)

World News
World Health Organization founded
Jewish state of Israel comes into existence
Gandhi assassinated in India
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1949
The 1st Conference and the oﬃcial founding day
Due to technical issues, the ﬁrst conference of IPSF was not organised together with the FIP Assembly that took place in Brussels that year, but it was held in London from 23 to 26 August,
1949.
The conference was opened by the Irish John P. O’Grady, who was elected temporary chairman. He read the message of FIP Vice-President Mr. H.N. Linstead, (later Sir Hugh Linstead), who
stressed the importance of still working at liberty in science and the professions without being
steered by politics. The following day, pharmaceutical education and the organisation of pharmaceutical student organisations in the diﬀerent countries were discussed.
The meetings took place in the Council Chamber of the Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britain
at Bloomsbury Square. Eight countries were present representing 11 votes: Austria, Australia,
Denmark (voting for Finland, Norway and Sweden), Great Britain, Iceland, Ireland, The Netherlands and Switzerland. An observer from China was also present. Belgium, France, Greece, Italy,
Poland and the USA had expressed their support of the idea.
The delegates decided that the name of the new organisation should be ’International Pharmaceutical Students' Federation’. The oﬃcial founding day was 25 August 1949, when the Constitution was signed and the ﬁrst executive committee was elected, with Mr Sidney Relph, one
of the prime movers of the Federations as its ﬁrst president. The complete executive was:
President:
Vice-President:
Secretary General:
Liaison Secretary (FIP):
Treasurer:

Sidney J. Relph, Great Britain
John P. O'Grady, Ireland
Bent Foltmann, Denmark
Koos Bosman, The Netherlands
Christiana de Groot,
The Netherlands

The conference ended with an oﬃcial dinner at the Bonnington Hotel, where representatives of FIP and the
Royal Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britain congratulated the students on this wonderful outcome.
World News
USSR testing atomic bomb
NATO treaty signed
German Federal Republic established
Apartheid programme established in South Africa
e Netherlands transfers sovereignty to Indonesia
People's Republic of China proclaimed by Mao Tse-Tung
"1984" by George Orwell was published

1949

e FIP Bulletin where Sidney J. Relph
announced the foundation of IPSF
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„Article 1. The first International Congress of Pharmaceutical Students which was held
in London decided on 25th August, 1949 on the proposal of the British Pharmaceutical
Students’ Association to unite National pharmaceutical student associations, federations
and societies into one international association, which shall bear the name of the „International Pharmaceutical Students’ Federation”.
This federation has its headquarters in the country of residence of the Secretary General
for the time being.
Article 2. The object of the Federation is to study and promote the interest of pharmaceutical students and to encourage international co-operation amongst such students.”
(Constitution of the International Pharmaceutical Students’ Federation, 1949)
IPSF was founded while the world was recovering from the ravages of World War II. Many of
those involved in planning meetings had not only survived, but represented their countries in
the conﬂict. Therefore the establishment of IPSF was more than an attempt to improve communication between pharmacy students, but also to make the world a more peaceful and safer
place in which to practice.
“The International Pharmaceutical Students’ Federation is founded upon the two aims of
promoting the profession of pharmacy and the cause of peace. Firstly, he requires to study
for his professional career under congenial circumstances; and secondly, he requires a
peaceful world in which to pursue that career.
While the pharmacist must always consider first the conditions in his own country, he
can best learn to improve the conditions by studying pharmacy in other countries. This is
the first function of IPSF.
The second main idea of IPSF is that pharmacy students of different nationalities shall get
to know each other and to understand each other. If it is the wish of this generation that
we should gain peace and an adequate opportunity to practise our profession under better conditions, then we must take active steps; we must be prepared to fight for it; we must
be resolved to go into the problem with patience and a single-minded determination that
the problems will be solved. Nothing survives unless built with a view to the future. The
improvements we make now will not affect ourselves, but those who succeed us. Nevertheless, it is we who have started these student movements who must lay a solid foundation and give encouragement to those who follow.”
(Sidney J. Relph, IPSF’s ﬁrst President)
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1949 – 1969
The ﬁrst twenty years
The 2nd IPSF conference was held in Copenhagen, Denmark, two years after the ﬁrst one, 20-23
August 1951. The theme of the conference was "A comparative study of Pharmaceutical Education".
The purpose of the Congress was, to quote from the presidential address:
"To examine our organisation once more and to modify it according to our future needs;
to make a comprehensive study of our various pharmaceutical education systems; to set
up a Committee of Student Exchange and lastly, to ensure that an adequate method of disseminating the information collected by IPSF is worked out."

The council meetings went ﬁne and new members (France, New Zealand and South Africa)
were elected. However, problems arose when the membership application of West Germany
was discussed, as The Netherlands felt that there should be some restrictions over admitting
West Germany to the Federation, but New Zealand stated that “acceptance of the Constitution
is acceptance of the non-political aspect”. In the end, West Germany was admitted to the Federation, with The Netherlands abstaining.
This was not the only occasion when political issues inﬂuenced the life of the Federation. In a
few years after the second conference, the applications of Northern Ireland and Singapore were
both rejected because their countries did not have recognised governments.
During the conference it was decided that Liaison Secretaries (LSs) (who were later called
Contact Persons) need to be appointed at national organisations that committees for Student
Exchange, Education and Information should be set up and the chairmen of these committees
should become members of the executive. The task of the Education Committee would be to
compile a report on the topic, while the Information Committee would publish the News Bulletin. By February 1952 both tasks were achieved.

Conference Copenhagen, 1951

1951

Conference dinner, 1951
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Summer camp London, 1952

John Drapkin, Sydney Relph and other
participants with the Mayor and Mayoress

Civic Reception

The ﬁrst News Bulletin was published in 1951, in 1958 it appeared in a stencilled form with a hard
cover and in 1962 it was published in a printed form. Mr. Glen Moir (Canada) was praised for stabilising the situation of the News Bulletin in 1957 with publishing bi-monthly issues. In 1968, due
to ﬁnancial diﬃculties, it reverted back to the stencilled form as it appeared in 1951 and it was
published in a “mini News Bulletin” form.
“The IPSF News Bulletin serves as a link between the Federation and its members. It provides news of pharmacy student activities throughout the world, information of IPSF meetings and plans, articles on pharmaceutical education and related matter.”
(IPSF News Sheet, 1969)
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IPSF also published Song Books for congresses including national songs from member countries.
Song Books were published in 1951, 1961 and 1968.
In 1969 an IPSF diary was issued.

News Bulletin, 1968

In 1953, 1955 and 1957, comparative studies were
published on pharmaceutical education, then in
1969 a survey was published on post-graduate opportunities.

Pharmaceutical education report, 1955

1952

Survey on post-graduate opportunities, 1969
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In 1957 and 1958, Student Exchange, Information and Education were run by country committees instead of a chairman. The two positions for Information and Education were merged
into one post in 1961. With the expansion of tasks, after 2002 this position has been split into
three: Public Health, Professional Development and Pharmacy Education.
“We can, I think look back with pride on the last two years. A new organisation was born
and is now in its adolescent stage. Pharmacy students have been given a voice in the world.
We have many ideas in mind, but these can only be carried out by cooperation and by the
expenditure of time and money. The Executives and the various subcommittees have
pledged their time, methods of raising money have been gone into, so that all remains is
cooperation. By this, I mean cooperation between IPSF and the national bodies, for without this, IPSF will fall.”
(Excerpt from the editorial note in the ﬁrst News Bulletin, October 1951)
Standing Orders were ﬁrst adopted in 1953, then they were revised in 1964 and again in 1968.
The Student Exchange scheme was started in 1953 and it has been periodically revised to improve its eﬃciency. The purpose of this programme is to oﬀer pharmacy students the opportunity to work in pharmaceutical establishments in a foreign country. Two exchanges took place
in the ﬁrst year and the programme grew fast: in 1956, 53 students went on exchange and this
number increased to 60 in 1957, then exceeded 100 by 1968. Between 1978 and 1981 a second
exchange scheme existed called the Holiday Exchange, but this was not as successful as the Student Exchange.
“In this world of fluctuation, barriers and feelings it is essential that each one of us learns
more about our international counterparts and what better way than to live and work
among them. This is the aim of the student exchange scheme and is most worthy of support.”
(News Bulletin, June 1952)
Until 1952 the membership fee was £2 and until 1953 there was no fee for study tour or Student
Exchange participants.
Conferences were held bi-annually between 1949 and 1961, with study tours held the alternate years. The executive was also elected bi-annually until 1969, since when elections are held
annually for all positions except the Secretary General and the Treasurer who are elected at alternating congresses. Conferences provided an opportunity to hold symposia, workshops and
most importantly, the General Assembly (GA) of the Federation. Study tours were good occasions for excursions and cultural exchange.
In 1953 it was decided that the Federation should have four oﬃcial languages: English, French,
Spanish and German.
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Congress photo, 1953

Cover of the Conference book,
Leiden, 1953

In 1954, at the Frankfurt-am-Main study tour, it
was agreed that IPSF should cooperate with
the dental, medical and veterinary student
associations and the IPSF President was appointed convenor for the Presidents’Council of
the Coordinating Secretariat of the National
Union of Students (permanent administrative
agency of the International Student Conference). The Presidents’ Council met in Leiden,
The Netherlands, and it included the Presidents of the economy, medical, pharmacy and
veterinary students’organisations. From 1966, Congress dinner, 1953
IPSF cooperated with the International Federation of Medical Students’ Associations
(IFMSA) and the World University Service, in a Joint International Drug Appeal. Each year a
group of donor countries was asked to collect pharmaceutical
goods for donation to clinics in developing countries. The Drug
Appeal’s best year was 1969, when President Jane Turpin (who
later married fellow executive committee member Christopher
Nicholson) invested a vast amount of energy into the project.
Drugs were donated by Finland, Norway, Yugoslavia, The
Netherlands, Switzerland, Austria and Great Britain to Thailand,
Ceylon, Honduras, Indonesia and Sudan. Altogether, the value
of drug donations between 1966 and 1969 exceeded 12 000 £.
Unfortunately, IFMSA withdrew from the project the following
year, thus ending this project. Instead, IPSF started the Book
Appeal in 1972, which focused on collecting text books for students in developing countries. The Book Appeal was merged
into the Pharmabridge initiative of FIP in 2005.
International drug appeal,1969

1953
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Study tour in Frankfurt, 1954

Sidney Relph (standing) and the
Chairman of the Reception Committee (right)
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Farewell dinner, 1954

1954
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4th conference Vienna, 1955

Sidney Relph, IPSF President

Welcoming of congress participants
Executive committee 1953-55:
Vice-President Roger Duhalde (France),
Treasurer Heinz Mittelböck (Austria),
Chairman of Education 1954-55
Hugo van der Meer (e Netherlands) and
Chairman of Education 1953-54
Brita Nordenholm (Sweden)
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Reception Committee:
Hans Heinz Khünl-Brady, Franz Zeidler,
Traudl Marquet, Ami Grosz, Bibi Stümpﬁen

Luciano Pennati and Leo Wolf

1955
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The Development Fund (DF) was established in 1969 to promote IPSF activities in developing
countries. The original suggestion to establish the DF came from Sweden. The aims of the fund
were to provide in-kind donations e.g. books, drugs and equipment to those in need and to assist pharmacy students from developing countries to participate in the IPSF congress and meetings and the Student Exchange Programme (SEP).
In 1956, the study tour was held in Dubrovnik, Yugoslavia. The IPSF President - Mr Heinz Mittelböck said in his welcome to delegates:
“Joy and smiles are really international and need no interpreter to be understood. Let us
return home convinced by the knowledge that the differences between human individuals
are really diminishing, whatever language they speak. Let us sincerely hope that our generation will be successful in creating a better world…"

3rd study tour Dubrovnik, 1956
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Hugo van der Meer, Heinz Mittelböck, Otto Föcking

1956
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From 1957, when the 5th IPSF gathering was held in Ireland, the events previously called “conference” and “holiday camp” were renamed to congress. This year, Otto Föcking, former Treasurer was elected President. The photos about the early years of IPSF in this book are from his
collection. Dr. Föcking was later elected as Honorary Life Member of the Federation and also
joined the 2005 Congress held in Bonn, Germany as guest of honour.
Since 1957, membership promotion is consciously planned in IPSF. This was the ﬁrst year when
regional commissioners were appointed.
5th congress Mosney, 1957

Delegates with the interpreter in the foreground

Vice President Bernard Tedders (Ireland), Treasurer
Otto Föcking (Germany), President Heinz Mittelbock (Austria), Chairman of Student Exchange
Anton Damen (e Netherlands)
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Afternoon excursion

Bus trip to Northern Ireland

e Lord Mayor with the delegates
at the Mansion House

e Lord Mayor welcomes the students
in the Mansion House

IPSF executive committee 1955-57:
Treasurer Otto Föcking
(Germany),
Vice-President Bernard Tedders
(Ireland),
President Heinz Mittelböck
(Austria),
Chairman of Education 1953-54
Brita Nordenholm
(Sweden)
and Chairman of Education 1954-55
Hugo van der Meer
(e Netherlands)

1957
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In 1958 and 1959, IPSFers were already reﬂecting on the short but signiﬁcant history of the Federation:
"When established in London in 1949 IPSF had ten full or active members, each being a
national pharmaceutical student association. Today, IPSF enjoys a full membership of
nineteen and well over twenty members in association and associate members. There are
also countless thousands of pharmaceutical students who are members by virtue of membership in their respective national associations. Consequently the International Pharmaceutical Students' Federation may now boast it has representation in, or contact with,
some twenty-four countries throughout the world."
(News Bulletin, September-October 1958)
4th study tour Strasbourg, 1958

Executive committee 1958:
Anne-Marie Klein (France),
Bernard Tedders (Ireland),
Reinhard Scholda (Austria),
Otto Föcking (Germany),
Sidney Relph (Great Britain),
Anton Damen (e Netherlands),
Petar Bradic (Yugoslavia)
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Anton Damen

Otto Föcking

Invitation to the reception of the Mayor

1958
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“In this last Bulletin before our annual Conference and Study-tour I should like to draw
your attention once more to this important event for the pharmaceutical youth throughout the world. The 6th Congress of IPSF commemorates the tenth anniversary of our Federation and so now we must not only look back over the past ten years and all the work
which was accomplished during this period, but we must also look ahead and construct
a strong and clear way for future activities.
My first wish therefore is that as many different nations, really interested students and
young pharmacists as possible take part in this important Congress. In this way we will
have a large quorum and more views will be expressed regarding the success and failure
of IPSF work. Similarly we will be able to determine the reasons why certain IPSF activities have not found the full interest of the pharmaceutical youth of the world.
During the past few years we were successful in widening IPSF membership from European
countries to those in America, Asia and Australasia. This broadening of membership is
very important for any international organization and it is hoped that in the near future
those countries which still have contact with IPSF will become full members, cooperate and
take an active part in IPSF. The first student exchanges to India and North America will
be a good start for better world-wide contacts between pharmacy students. This may
arouse the interest of those nations still outside IPSF. It is a pity that some countries are
not able to join our Federation apparently because of political reasons, because they do
not have their own national association, because they are discouraged by the long distances separating them from other member countries, or because they do not consider it
necessary to be a member of an international organization.
Regardless of where we may be, we should all work together to fulfil our programme, to enlarge our activities, and to bring more and more people and nations together over the conference table of the INTERNATIONAL PHARMACEUTICAL STUDENTS’
FEDERATION.”
(Otto Föcking in “The President Reports”, 1959)

IPSF promotional booklet, 1959
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Invitation for the opening ceremony of the 6th Congress held in Noordwijk, e Netherlands, 1959

Menu card from the gala dinner of the 6th Congress held in Noordwijk, e Netherlands, 1959

1959
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In 1961 a new constitution for IPSF was accepted. The annual congresses were decided to replace study tours. This meant that there would be no Council meetings anymore, only annual
General Assemblies. The diﬀerence was that each country had one vote in the Council and two
at the GA, this was now changed to one vote at the GA.
“There is nothing quite like an IPSF Congress! Where else can pharmacy students the
world over gather together, discuss problems, exchange ideas, enjoy themselves, make
lasting friendships and then return to their home-lands filled with the spirit of international cooperation and mutual understanding? This is one of the most remarkable features of IPSF and it is why we are here in beautiful Bavaria today.”
(Glen Moir, IPSF President in his Message of Welcome, 1961)

München, 1961

International Pharmaceutical Students’ Federation

1961

23

The opening ceremony of the 1962 congress held in Barcelona, Spain was aired on television
from the “Real Academia de Farmacia”.
“Another point to consider before the next congress is the role which the Executive should
play in the Federation. This is, of course, in the first place to execute the decisions of the
GA. There is however a second task which is, to my opinion, even more important, i.e. to
do the preparatory work for and to advice on eventual future decisions. In order to be able
to do so, the Executive should regularly hear what is living amongst the members…”
(Anton Damen, IPSF President, 1962)
In 1963, at the 9th Congress held in London, Great Britain, the topic of the symposium was“Can
magistral pharmacy survive in the modern world?”. The answer found was a not too surprising
no, after hearing presentations about pharmacy in Sweden, France, USA and Britain and visiting pharmaceutical companies, such as Parke Davis, Burroghs Wellcome, Pﬁzer, Beecham Research Laboratories and Smith Kline and French. Until this year, voting was carried out by raising
the country ﬂag, but as this year Nigeria pointed out they did not have a ﬂag, this was changed
to raising nameplates of nations when voting.
“We also had an English Evening. This was arranged by our old friend, Sydney Relph, who
entertained us with some fine songs which reminded us very much of a Bavarian Evening
we had some years ago in Munich. On that occasion Sydney was dressed in Lederhosen!
This time however, instead of Bavarian dancers we had a full troupe of Scottish dancers
dressed in national costume. At the end of the night one student had an amusing question
to ask: ‘Can you play jazz on the bag-pipes?’
(Conor O’Donell, A report on the IPSF congress in London)
At the 1964 congress also the issue of France was discussed, as there were two associations
ﬁghting for Full Membership. The issue was only solved in the following year, when one of
them was accepted as Full Member and the other one was granted Membership in Association.
„We wish to make the acquaintance of our fellow students from all over the world, we want
to study the conditions of pharmacy abroad by means of our Student Exchange Scheme
and we want to take part in the planning of pharmaceutical education. To do all this, it
means that we must have the idealism necessary to work hard for our goals…"
(Congress opening speech of Peter Westberg, IPSF President, 1964)
PSF ski-camps were also organised from 1961. Venues included Linz, Obergurgl, Passo dell
Aprica, Cortina, St. Sorlin d’Arves, Hirschberg, Andorra, Gol and Kirchberg.

1964
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“From the 25th February to the 7th March, 120 pharmacy students and a few already
qualified pharmacists met together at the now traditional IPSF ski-camp, held this year
at St. Sorlin d’Arves situated in the French Alps. Those taking part came from practically
all the countries connected with IPSF, extending from that of our French hosts to participants from as far afield as Australia and New Zealand. Amongst them were a great number of old acquaintances from the last ski-camp in Cortina and from the 1964 congress in
Istanbul, who were able to greet each other again with pleasure.”
(Dieter Steinbach, 1965)
The News Bulletin had a section called“News from past participants”where congress attendees
had the opportunity to follow what happened to their new friends after the event.
“DENMARK: Honorary Vice-President, Peter de
Mayo Billev, has recently moved into a 300 year
old house in Gevninge, Denmark. There is plenty of
room for friends who wish to stay. Please bring
some old clothes as there is decorating to be finished – and a bottle of “paddy” is a necessity for
longer than one night.
THE NETHERLANDS: the engagement is announced between Kees van Groningen (immediate
past Publication Officer and Honorary member of
IPSF) and Plien Portielje.
NORWAY: back home in Norway, Mereta
Schroeder-Nielsen A.M. is still occupied with her
impressions following an invitation to a Pharmacy
Ball in Perth.
GERMANY: Ulla Meineke A.M. tried to go skiing
at Christmas time, but she went for a ride with a
friend on a toboggan (Redelschlitten) and she was
a dangerous driver! They both spent the New Year
in hospital – our best wishes for a speedy recovery.
AUSTRALIA: congratulations to Kingsley Vance
(Australia) and Val Freeman (England) who are to
be married in April. A good example of IPSF’s
achievements in international relations!”

Scheveningen, 1968

(IPSF News Sheet, 1968)
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1969-1989
Building a strong Federation
The 16th congress was held in West Berlin in 1970. Two students from Ghana and India were
given economic aid from the Development Fund that had been established in the previous
year. Czechoslovakia was admitted to the Federation as Member in Association with South
Africa paying their membership fees.
Although IPSF has been a non-political organisation since it was founded, it could not always
avoid being inﬂuenced by politics. During the West Berlin congress, SNAPS, the Swedish organisation, challenged the word “non-political” in the Constitution. Great Britain opposed by
stating that such changes to the Constitution would inﬂuence future representation of some
countries in IPSF. Turkey continued the debate saying IPSF was too focused on Europe and they
were considering withdrawal from the Federation. After ten days of debate, the motion was
turned down, but it was agreed that controversial political questions should be discussed outside the GA in the future.
Nevertheless, another political issue was raised by Sweden in 1973 at the Paris congress: they
suggested a change to the Constitution that would have lead to the expulsion of South Africa
from the Federation, but the GA decided the South African member“complies fully with the IPSF
Constitution”. South Africa was also elected as host for the IPSF congress in 1974. In 1978, the
membership of South Africa was once again brought up at the Edinburgh congress, this time
by ANPSV, the Dutch organisation. Many delegates were displeased with this debate and at the
end of the GA a statement was signed and presented by 18 member countries. It explained
the discontentment many felt because political matters had been brought up in a non-political Federation as IPSF.
“The South African membership in IPSF has been discussed many times over the years.
Repeatedly a very large majority of our Members has been faithful to the basic principle
of IPSF: that we form a non-political Federation, which means the we have no political
aims. I would here like to avoid a repetition of the argumentation presented during previous years, but rather give a simplified view on the matter.
If a member wishes to be politically active and has formal political aims in its national
constitution, IPSF is the wrong forum for the promotion of these objects, because we
have only professional and cultural aims. Politics must be made through other channels
than IPSF.
There are countries in the world, and probably will always be, with very different political systems: apartheid, communism, military governments, anti-Semitism, so called imperialism, etc. If we accept that any such political argument can affect our membership,
the idea of maintaining an international federation of pharmacy students must be
abandoned. And this, I hope you will never permit.”
(Harry Lind, IPSF President, 1978)

1970
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Following this debate, the GA decided that during 1979 each member would have to produce
an oﬃcial document certifying its registration as a student organisation within that country.
For Full Members this would be evidence that the organisation represented the majority of
pharmacy students in that country. Nevertheless, the annual debate on South Africa and
apartheid was also held next year in 1979, but this time there were signs that other countries
could be dragged into the debate. Questions were asked about Israel and the Palestinians,
Poland and the non-communist opposition and Sudan and the minority in South Sudan. During the year, Denmark withdrew from the Federation due to political reasons.
The seven-year debate ended in 1980, when ﬁnally the members voted 16/06/01 to keep SAPSF
in IPSF. The GA also decided “never to discuss the membership of SAPSF again”.
However, the issue resurfaced in 1987, when SNAPS re-initiated the removal of SAPSF, South
Africa from the Federation. The Swedish delegate said Swedish students did not want to participate in IPSF while South Africa was a member and they saw this as a political statement. The
delegate from Ghana said they could not host an IPSF congress when their government found
out that South Africa is a member of IPSF, furthermore they were asked to resign from their
membership and continue as observers. The South African delegate expressed that SAPSF represented South African pharmacy students and not the South African government and that
they were trying to help all pharmacy students in South Africa – in case they are removed from
the Federation, they will be powerless to do so. In anticipation of the debate, the executive had
sought legal advice on the matter. Two independent lawyers were unable to ﬁnd a constitutional reason for removing a member as a result of the political situation in their country. When
the GA voted against removing SAPSF (with 4 votes for, 10 votes
against and 1 abstention), SNAPS resigned from the Federation.
The election procedure was changed in 1970: the executive lost
its rights to nominate candidates. The same year a booklet was
published on Student Exchange, then another one was compiled in 1971 for LSs to facilitate contact between them and the
executive.
The ﬁrst IPSF congress to be held outside Europe was the
Jerusalem congress in 1972. There were some issues with communication between LSs and the President this year and also
with the publication of the News Bulletin, what lead to the reCongress folder Mexico City, 1971
moval of the Chairperson of Publications from his position.
A subcommittee was formed to study pharmacy education within the European Economic
Community. Later, this has grown into the European Sub-committee and then became an independent organisation. The European Sub-committee (ESC) was formed in 1978 at the Edinburgh congress, after a meeting held in Nancy, France, where Association Nationale des
Etudiants en Pharmacie de France (ANEPF) hosted a meeting for a group of students from various European countries.
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The reason for this meeting was to discuss new European Community directives on the mutual
recognition of pharmacy diplomas and to compare curricula of diﬀerent countries. It became
obvious, that these topics could not be thoroughly discussed during this short time, so the
need for a respective sub committee arose. In 1982, the ESC became an independent organisation, the European Pharmaceutical Students’ Committee, which was oﬃcially registered at
the Tribunal D’Illkirch, France. The main purpose of the new organisation was to work towards
diploma equivalence with a view to the free migration of pharmacists within the European
Community. The current name of the organisation was decided upon ten years after becoming independent from IPSF. In April 1993, the European Pharmaceutical Students’Committee became the European Pharmaceutical Students’ Association (EPSA).
At the FIP congress in 1972, IPSF was elected Associate Member. This was a valuable step to
bring the older and younger generation closer to each other.
The 20th congress held in Cape Town, South Africa in 1974 turned out to be the greatest congress until then, with participants from 21 countries. Although there had been protests against
the congress in Cape Town, it was a huge success. Four new countries joined the Federation:
Costa Rica, Honduras, Malaysia and Panama. A symposium was held with the topic “The pill”.

Song book, 1975

1974
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In 1976, IPSF came to Vienna again for the 22nd congress. With
issues around the misunderstanding of the Domestic Rules
by new members that lead to a non-conﬁdence vote against
the Chairman and with the relocation of the 23rd congress
from The Netherlands to Mexico, this congress was not uncomplicated, but the beautiful city and interesting programme including a symposium on drug development
made up for the inconveniences.
Although preparations were not totally smooth, the Mexico
congress in 1977 was well organised with lots of cultural and
social events.
As the Development Fund
had not received any contributions since the previous
News Bulletin, 1978
year, the Chairman asked
participants to raise funds at their national general assemblies.
It was decided that the News Bulletin would be published
both in English and Spanish to ensure that information
reached as many members as possible.
The 1979 congress held in La Valetta, Malta, was opened by
Mr Anton Buttigieg, President of the Republic of Malta. Several
members of diplomacy were also present at the ceremony.
The GA discussed a long list of changes to the IPSF oﬃcial documents: The Constitution, Domestic Rules and Standing Orders.

Student Exchange Booklet, 1979

Development Fund leaﬂet, 1979
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The 26th congress was held in Madrid, Spain in 1980. The symposium topic this year was "Alternative Medicine - Substitute, Supplement or Setback". Traditionally the Symposium features
speakers who are experts in the ﬁeld. This year the Reception Committee had overlooked the
booking of speakers. IPSF members however came to the rescue and the Symposium was a
success! Daniel Bar-Shalom of Israel spoke on “Natural and Herbal Medicine”, Terence Maguire
of Northern Ireland spoke about “Irish Folk Medicine”, Annika Nordén of Sweden spoke about
“Anthroposophical Medicine”and Frank de Valk of The Netherlands spoke about“Homeopathy”.
IPSF membership fees increased for the ﬁrst time in a decade.
Following the workshops on Continuing Pharmacy Education, Future Policy of IPSF and Pharmacy in the Third World, a policy statement was produced:
"…education should be obligatory after graduation, pharmacy being a quickly developing
and changing profession which needs people whose knowledge is continually updated…"

The ﬁrst IPSF history book was also published in 1980. Edited by Per Kristian Bakkelie, Annika
Nordén and Inger Nordén, it covered the IPSF history between 1948 and 1979.
The 27th congress was held in Belfast, Northern Ireland in 1981, after visa problems lead to the
cancellation of the congress in Ghana. The energetic Reception Committee in Belfast organised a congress in just eight months. The Lord Mayor of Belfast opened the Congress and highlights of the event were recorded for television. Despite bomb scares and hunger strikes,
congress participants enjoyed the countryside and Belfast's pubs. The ﬁnal banquet was held
in Hotel Europa, famous for being the most bombed building in Europe.
Bad weather improved attendance at the GA. The ﬁnancial situation of IPSF was a primary focus
for debate as the Auditing Committee stated that if no improvements were made, the Federation would be bankrupt in only a few years. Ways of improving the eﬃciency of the Student Exchange Scheme were discussed as well as the problem of unemployment within pharmacy.
The symposium topic was "Pharmacy and Healthcare in the Third World" and workshops were
held on “Pharmaceutical technology and biopharmacy” and “How pharmacy students can inﬂuence their curriculum”.

World News
IBM launches ﬁrst Personal Computer
Acquired Immune Deﬁciency Syndrome (AIDS) identiﬁed

1980
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News Bulletin, 1981

Project book, 1980

Congress folder Belfast, 1981
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The 28th congress was held in Sigtuna, Sweden in 1982. Anthony Amoureus, IPSF President, resigned just before the beginning of Congress, so the GA was lead by Vice President, Klaus Holttinen. The symposium topic was “Rural pharmacy”.

Symposium booklet, 1982

Congress folder, 1982

News Bulletin, 1982

1982
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The Development Fund had a unique twist this year when half of the proceeds from the Development Fund Auction went to the ﬁnancially ailing IPSF.
The Pen Pal scheme was launched this year and a document called “Computers in Pharmacy”
was published.
The 1983 congress held in Lausanne, Switzerland
saw the so far largest number of countries represented – there were over 30 delegations present!
The hotel booked did not prove to be big enough
and some people were housed in a nearby nuclear
shelter. The Information & Education Topic for the
following year was approved as“Drug Abuse”. Workshops were held on the role of the pharmacist in
nuclear war, third world pharmacy and professional
relationships between doctors and pharmacists.

Computers in pharmacy, 1982-83

Congress booklet, 1983

World News
Drought in Ethiopia brings famine to millions
e compact disk launched
Congress minutes, 1983
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The 30th congress was held in Alexandria, Egypt in 1984.
The GA was disrupted for some time because the Egyptian authorities objected to the presence of an oﬃcial delegate from South Africa (SAPSF). The delegate had
entered the country with a Dutch passport. To avoid deportation, it was necessary for the delegate to give up her
voting privileges and continue as an observer. The GA expressed resentment at this political interference and regretted that a Full
Member had been
forced to abstain from
using its privileges to
which it was entitled.
For the ﬁrst time the
"IPSF, Where do we go
from here?" workshop
was held.

Congress folder, 1984

Congress voted to establish closer links with
the IFMSA and the
Dental students (IADS)
and to produce a
poster to help with News Bulletin,1984
membership promotion.
The GA also passed a motion to recommend that persons
nominated for Honorary Life Membership should have
served the Federation for at least two years.

Report on education and self-medication,
by Marianne Andersson,
Chairman of Information and Education,
1983-84

1984
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An international conference called “Interpharm” was
held for pharmacy students in Poland in April 1985.

Information bulletin, 1985

The IPSF congress was held in Noordwijkerhout, The
Netherlands in 1985. For various reasons, virtually no
written records exist of the 1985 Congress as minutes
were never made and a Post Congress New Bulletin
was never published. The President, Ara Minassian was
relieved of his duties from the beginning of the GA.
Chairing was taken over by Honorary Life Member Per
Kristian Bakkelie. Ann Nesbella, Chair of Student Exchange resigned just before Congress. She had been
unable to fulﬁl her duties during the second half of the
year and was unable to attend the congress. By the end
of Congress the treasurer, Gerd van der Berg, had also
resigned after irregularities were found in the ﬁnancial
books. The Auditing Committee was also replaced.

There were some success stories during the year
though: The Swedish association SNAPS established a
professional partnership with pharmacy students in
Sudan. The Distribution Oﬃce was moved from Finland
to The Netherlands.
For the second time in its history, IPSF visited Latin
America for the 32nd congress that was held in Panama
City, Panama in 1986. The rules for Executive elections
were changed this
year. Until then, if
a candidate stood
unopposed for a
position,
they
were
elected.
Now it was de- Congress folder, 1985
cided that candidates had to receive a simple majority to be elected.
Although speakers from all over the Americas had to wait
until power was returned to the hotel after a tropical hurricane, the symposium was a success with the very interesting topic of "Clinical Pharmacy". Workshops were held
on “The role of the Clinical Pharmacist in the Health Care
Team” and “Development of Clinical Pharmacy Services”.
News Bulletin, 1986
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Cartoon published in the News Bulletin, 1986

This year, under the direction of Amir Bibi, the Student Exchange Scheme was given a new
method and received over 200 applications. Secretary General Ilan Kreiser updated the IPSF
Green Handbook during the second half of 1986.
World News
Chernobyl reactor disaster aﬀects whole of Europe
Prime Minister Olaf Palme shot dead in Sweden

1986
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For the 33rd congress, IPSF returned to Jerusalem, Israel in 1987. The IPSF Room Party Sub committee (RPSC) was founded this year. With mock seriousness, the RPSC Constitution and list of
members was read out by the RPSC founder and ﬁrst Chairman, Martin Peithner.
„Constitution of the Room-party Sub-committee
Article 1: Name
The organization shall be called: the room-party sub-committee (RPSC).
Article 2: Object
The object of the sub-committee is to organize and perform room-parties during all IPSF-congresses
and all other official and unofficial meetings as deemed by the chairman of the committee.
Article 3: Membership
1) Application for membership:
To attend at least one room-party and provide one round of drinks for the executive of the sub-committee. Members have to be accepted by the GA.
Article 4: Loss of membership
1) Loss of membership shall follow an individual refusal to attend a single room-party during any
given event.
Article 5: The GA
1) The GA is to be held yearly, at a room-party or any other occasion during a given event.
4) Full members and Honorary Life Members shall have speaking, drinking and voting rights. Members in association shall have speaking and drinking rights.
Article 6: The Executive
The Executive consists of: Chairman, Vice-chairman and Secretary General.
Article 7: Languages
Official languages shall be: English, German, French, Spanish and body-language.
Article 8: Duties of the members
1) The duties of the members shall be:
a) to attend as many room-parties as possible
b) to further to objects of the RPSC
c) to provide the room-parties with laughter
d) to pay the membership fee regularly.
2) Membership fee: The membership fee for all members shall be at least one bottle of a typical alcoholic drink for every meeting they attend.
Article 9: Discussion, Voting and Elections
1) Discussion: There shall never be more than 10 people speaking at the same time.
2) Voting: Voting shall be made by acclamation.
Article 10: Minutes
Every room-party shall be minuted by the secretary general. The minutes shall include at least the
following:
- room-number, date, participants
- statistics about the amount of alcoholics having been drunk
- who passed out and when.
No minutes may be taken on private parts.
Article 11:
Changes, amendments and suspension of this constitution may only be made, if at least 2/3 of the
members present are totally drunk.”
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The Information & Education Projects for 1987-88 were decided to be Patient Counselling and
to continue the joint project that had been initiated in the previous year with the International
Association of Students in Agricultural and Related Sciences (IAAS) on herbal medicines.
The symposium was held on "New Drug Delivery Systems". Lectures were given on sustained
release dosage forms, transdermal administration lipid emulsions as parenteral dosage forms.
The 34th congress was held in Nottingham, England in 1988. The Reception Committee had organised a full social programme which included a trip to Cambridge and Civic Reception with
the Mayor of Nottingham and the real Sheriﬀ of Nottingham.
The ﬁrst International Night was held this year. It allowed delegations to get to know each other
through national dress, songs, dances and games.
A new fee structure was introduced during this GA. With the new structure, the membership
fee is based on the per capita income of the organisation's country and the number of pharmacy students in the organisation. A maximum fee was established to accommodate the larger
organisations. It was hoped that the new structure would make IPSF more accessible to developing countries. The GA mandated the incoming executive to formulate a ten year plan to lead
the Federation into the new millennium.
The symposium topic was "The Pharmacist as Health Educator". Lectures were entitled: “Taking
an Active Role in Compliance”, “Patient Counselling and the Science of Communication” and
“The Sociology of Health”.

1988

International Pharmaceutical Students’ Federation

38

1989-2009
Decades of new ideas
IPSF celebrated its 40th Anniversary during its ﬁrst Congress in the United States. The ten days
were spent in the Philadelphia College of Pharmacy and Science, the School of Pharmacy which
at that stage was the Full Member representing the United States in IPSF.

First PCE leaﬂet, 1989

Counselling, Concordance and
Communication, 2005

The ﬁrst International Patient Counselling Event (PCE) was
held this year. Eighteen participants took part and gained a new
insight into their own roles as patient educators and medical
consultants. The event was supported by the United States
Pharmacopoeia (USP) and all participants received their own
copy of the USP Drug Information Handbook. Workshops were
also held on Patient Communication and the Patient Counselling Event. In 1994 the Patient Counselling Event was held in
Spanish as well as in English. The history of PCE goes back to
1983, when students at the Philadelphia College of Pharmacy
and Science initiated the original event with the aim to ensure
that future pharmacists have eﬀective communication skills to
fulﬁl their professional role and apply their academic knowledge to the best eﬀect, through practicing how to pass on a
clear and concise health message to the patient in a limited
amount of time. The event consists of a brieﬁng session where
participants get familiar with the programme outline, a counselling session where participants receive and study a case, then
need to convey all counselling information to the patient and
ﬁnally an evaluation where experts assess participants’ communication and counselling skills. In 2005, a resource booklet
called “Counselling, concordance and communication” was
published jointly by the FIP Information Section and IPSF. Coordinators from IPSF’s side were Simon Bell and Katja
Hakkarainen.
During the year, the Executive undertook to move the IPSF
archives from Sweden to The Netherlands. In doing so, they
sorted through the mountains of paperwork amassed over
forty years and collected articles for the IPSF Jubilee Book that
covered IPSF history from the beginning to 1989.

World News
Berlin wall comes down
Massacre in Tienanmen Square
Ceausescu overthrown in Romania
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The 36th "Mineral Water Congress", named after a major sponsor, was held in Vienna in 1990 and
enjoyed a varied programme including a disco, a 'Fairy Tales' fancy dress party and the now
well established International Evening. The Closing Banquet was the formal highlight of the
Congress and participants appreciated the waltzing lessons they had received during the Austrian evening.
The hot topic of this GA was the Catalonia issue. Catalonia challenged the word 'nation' in the
IPSF Constitution. After a long and emotional discussion things settled and the rest of the GA
ran smoothly.
SEP saw nearly 300 applications in 1990. Unfortunately the successful placement rate was only 30%.
During the year, all contact was lost with the Chairperson of Information and Education. Along
with this all information about previous Information and Education projects was lost. The GA
therefore decided that his name be removed from all IPSF records.
“Being on the RC we will never forget this ten days in August. This meeting of students
from all over the world once again proved the existence of international cooperation and
friendship, which is vital for our Federation. Vive la pharmacie!!!”
(RC 1990: Christian Wurstbauer, Christoph Splichal, Michael Ostermann, Michaela Reisinger, Gebriele Albrecht, Michaela Herner, Wolfgang Sailer, Ulli Schönauer, Susi Lilie, Nina Fugina, Thomas
Neﬀe, Robert Welzel, Corinna Prinz, Martin Kastler, Mag. Dieter Schmid, Mag. Martin Peithner)
„It became a custom during the last years to have an official scandal sheet included in the Post Congress Bulletin. But in former years it was always quite difficult to write it, as most of the participants
present couldn’t really remember all the scandals taking place during the different occasions. This
must have been due to the fact that an IPSF congress sometimes causes a loss of memory.
This time it is different. All scandals reported in this article are on video. One senior member of the
Reception Committee had to offer most of his time during the night to guarantee a fine documentation of the night activities of the participants.
Before closing I would like to give some statistics published by the RC: three broken beds, 600 litres
beer, 60 litres wine and a lot of other strange stuff.
After this congress in Vienna IPSF should consider to publish a “scandal booklet” instead of only one
sheet!”
“This was my first congress. I was unfamiliar with everything and especially with the ROOMPARTIES.
This year almost every evening there was a party. Most of them were organized for all congress visitors.
The first evening there were already organized three room parties. Only two of them I visited, because I could not find the French party. The other two parties, Russian and Israel/ Dutch were really
nice, but later I found out they were only the beginning of greater fun…”

(Ewout Quekel, The Netherlands)

1990

International Pharmaceutical Students’ Federation

40

In 1991 IPSF established the Permanent Printing and Distribution Oﬃce (PPDO) in The Netherlands with the help of the Dutch Pharmaceutical Students (ANPSV) and FIP. In doing so, IPSF
achieved one of the goals set out in the IPSF Ten Year Plan.
The position of Chairperson of Publications was changed to Chairperson of Public Relations
with responsibility for collecting and editing New Bulletin articles as well as an enhanced role
in membership promotion. AFÖP, Austria became PPDO II with responsibility for preparing the
layout and printing of the News Bulletin whilst ANPSV remained as PPDO I in the Netherlands.
ASEP, Switzerland was appointed to be the oﬃcial link between IPSF and the World Health Organization (WHO) in Geneva, the aim being for IPSF to apply for status as a non-governmental organisation within WHO. IPSF was invited to provide input to the discussion about the“Role
of the pharmacist in support of the WHO revised drug strategy” adopted by the 47th World
Health Assembly (WHA) in 1994. IPSF was admitted to oﬃcial relations with WHO in 2004. In May
that year, IPSF was the ﬁrst the ﬁrst professional organisation representing pharmacists or pharmacy students to join the WHO Stop TB Partnership, which had been launched by Former
WHO Director General Dr. Gro Harlem Brundtland in 1998. The Stop TB Partnership brings together the world’s top TB specialists who share their knowledge and expertise in key areas
through the Partnership. Being a member means that IPSF is granted increased opportunities
to participate in discussion groups and forums related to tuberculosis (TB). Through IPSF, WHO
also recruited interns to work at the Stop TB Secretariat in Geneva. IPSF has been accepted as
a member of the WHO Stop TB Partnership.
In March 2005, the Federation joined a collaborative project called the TB Fact Card Project”
between Commonwealth Pharmacists Association (CPA), the Indian Pharmaceutical Association and IPSF. The project was undertaken in Mumbai, India and it was testing an intervention model designed to involve community pharmacists in the promotion of TB prevention
strategies at community level and the care and treatment of TB patients on long-term therapy.
The project ended in April 2006 and an article was published in Research in Social and Administrative Pharmacy in 2007 with the title „Engaging community pharmacists as partners in tuberculosis control: a case study from Mumbai, India”. Authors were M.S. Gharat, C.A. Bell, G.T.
Ambe and J.S Bell.
Results showed that pharmacists felt they had a valuable public health role in promoting community awareness of tuberculosis, reducing the stigma and discrimination often associated
with the disease. They also reported that counselling patients on their medication use lead to
greater patient involvement in treatment and helped adherence. The pharmacists monitored
treatment for 181 patients, providing them with on-going counselling and support, treatment
follow-up to encourage adherence, regular weight checks and nutritional information. Although
the percentage of patients who completed six months treatment was lower than that required
to achieve WHO target cure rates, the establishment of collaborative working relationships between community pharmacists and private physicians had provided a strong foundation for
development of future initiatives.
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The AIDS Awareness Project was established in 1991 to educate teenagers aged 12-16 to help
prepare a new generation who can protect themselves from HIV and have the capability to further educate their environment. In 2004 IPSF and Management Sciences for Health (MSH)
launched a joint award for pharmacy students who planned and implemented campaign activities for World AIDS Day (1st December). The prize was an invitation to the Strategies for Enhancing Access to Medicines (SEAM) conference, held in Accra, Ghana, June 2005. The winner
was Georgiana Cornea from FASFR, Romania.

World AIDS Day,2004

“The SEAM Conference was about the health care system in Africa, which is deficient in
access, especially in rural areas. The overall goal of the programme was to identify and
pilot innovative private-public sector initiatives to improve access to essential medicines.
First, however, a definition of access including how to measure access had to be developed.
This was done in late 2000 in collaboration with WHO and 40 experts. Using this model,
the SEAM programme completed pharmaceutical sector assessments in Brazil (Minas
Gerais), Cambodia, El Salvador, Ghana, India (Rajasthan) and Tanzania. At this conference, results of the SEAM programme were presented with the public and private sector initiatives of each country to enhance access to quality medicines and services.
I prepared a poster presenting the 'Open your eyes, open your heart' campaign, implemented by FASFR, Romania. The poster was displayed at the SEAM Conference Avenue,
together with 40 other posters.
I am grateful to IPSF for giving me the opportunity to motivate my team to begin the “Open
your eyes, open your heart” Campaign!”
(Excerpt from the News Bulletin article written by Georgiana Cornea, June 2006)

1991
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The 1993 congress was held for the second time in South Africa at the magniﬁcent Breakwater
Lodge in Cape Town. Mr. F. W. de Klerk, the State President of South Africa welcomed delegates
to South Africa during the Opening Ceremony. The topic of the poster exhibitions was “The relationship of pharmacists to other health care professionals”.
“Health is highly important to society. Following a WHO report it is clearly stated: at
all levels of health care, the provision of care is multiprofessional. The health care team,
which is inevitably concerned with the use of drugs, must therefore include a pharmacist. This has been adequately demonstrated in the team approach to clinical care hospitals and health centres. I hope that this compilation of students’ posters can help to
exchange ideas and lead to a better understanding of our future role, for which the
pharmaceutical education is essential.”
(Ruth Mosimann, Chairman of Information and Education, 1992-93)

News bulletin, 1993

IPSF congress, 1994

The 40th IPSF Congress was held in Tegucigalpa, Honduras in 1994. The Reception Committee
oﬀered a dual-sited Congress with the ﬁrst half in the capital - Tegucigalpa before moving to the
coastal town of Téla to complete the business. A motion was carried during the GA to name the
congress“The Coke and Piña Colada Congress”(motion 90 proposed by ASEP, seconded by AEFFUL).
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Villagers gathered for the opening of the Neema project

This year the Neema Project in Tanzania was adopted, then launched a year later in 1995.
Neema was a Village Concept Project (VCP) with the aim to set up a dispensary in Kiromo village that would also provide health care service (a primary-care post oﬀering medical advice
on all sorts of health-related issues and including a mother and child unit) to the people of
Buma and Mataya villages in Tanzania where there was a lack of medical care and people were
suﬀering mostly from infectious diseases. The original idea came from AECS (Barcelona, Spain)
and ADUPS (Tanzania), then in 1998 at the Helsinki congress, the Neema Coordinating Group
(NCG) was formed with CAPSI (Canada), APhA-ASP (USA), BPSA (Great Britain) and ADUPS (Tanzania). The Chair of the NCG was Diane Gal from 2001 to 2004.
“The opening ceremony was a wonderful celebration with various dances, presentations,
poetry, and short theatrical skits performed by local people, showing how the dispensary
can be used by the local people. Many international guests took part in the event, including several executive members of the Commonwealth Pharmaceutical Association of
whom the president, John Bell, shouted out an enthusiastic 'Kiromo Oooyee' — a standard welcome greeting to the villagers from Kiromo, which they warmly returned. Other
international guests included four students and their lecturer from the University of Aberdeen in Scotland — they were on an exchange in Tanzania — a student from Kenya,
and two Canadian students who had been involved in the co-ordination of the project. The
local support was also strong with various members of the Pharmaceutical Society of Tanzania, the Pharmacy Board of Tanzania, district government representatives, members of
the local Neema co-ordinating group and local students taking part in the event. One of
the local sponsors, was also able to attend the opening ceremony. The guest of honour, the
deputy minister of health for Tanzania, said he was proud of the initiative the local pharmacy students had taken and encouraged other student groups in Tanzania to start similar projects.”
(Diane Gal about the opening ceremony, May 2001)

1994
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The Neema dispensary was staﬀed by volunteer pharmacy students and young pharmacists in
rotations of between three and six months and it was funded by fund-raising activities of enthusiastic member organisations that held charity auctions, fun runs, Christmas fairs and even
an abseiling day from the roof of the Royal Pharmaceutical Society headquarters building in
Lambeth. The project was awarded the prestigious FIP Pharmaceutical Practitioners’ Award for
excellence in pharmacy practice in September, 2003.
“The villagers embraced and appreciated the services Neema provided them with, at the
same time they felt as part of the project. There were some setbacks, which were expected,
such as shortage of medical supplies, which was beyond our control as the local authority was expected to fill in the gap. However, this did not blur the image of the dispensary
as a quality healthcare center in Kiromo. Another problem we incurred was that there
were incidents of thefts at the dispensary. It was later put under control and we had no further incidents of that kind again.”
(Issa Hango, Local Neema Coordinator in Report of the Neema Coordinating Group (NCG) 2003 – 2004)
On 25th of September 2004, the project was handed over to the Tanzanian government. Although ﬁnancial problems occurred after the handover, it can still be said that Neema was one
of the most popular and successful initiatives of the Federation.
“The Neema project has already accomplished significant progress and all those who
helped realise the Neema Dream can feel justifiable pride in the achievements to date.
Though all the goals set for the project have not been achieved, it is possible that with determination and strong leadership the Local Coordination Group may overcome the current difficulties and independently attain these goals in the future. I earnestly hope that
they can rise to this formidable challenge.”
(News Bulletin article by Jim Carr, Chair of the Neema Coordinating Group, June 2005)

Lindsay McClure (IPSF President 2000-01)
with the children of the village at the protocol signing ceremony
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Rachel Fraser (UK, rotation 7)
testing the laboratory microscopy
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During the year, IPSF gained its permanent oﬃce at the FIP Headquarters in The Hague, The
Netherlands. It was decided that an IPSF Executive member would live in The Hague as the Permanent Oﬃcer to handle the daily running of the Federation. Due to this development, the
two permanent printing and distribution oﬃces in Austria and in The Netherlands were dissolved.
The IPSF ten year plan, launched in 1989 was once again discussed. Almost all the original goals
had been achieved, but it was decided that a ten year plan was too long for IPSF and a two
year programme of planning would be more appropriate.
IPSF was also a member of the Intersectorial Meeting of International Student Organisations (IMISO) partnership. IMISO was later deregistered due to legal problems and replaced
by the Informal Forum of International Student Organisations (IFISO).
The 41st IPSF Congress was held in Accra, Ghana in 1995. The theme of the poster exhibition was
“Pharmaceutical care”. With passing motion 75, the GA oﬃcially renamed the congress to
“Chicken and rice congress”.
The ﬁrst IPSF/FIP Students' Day was held in 1994 at the FIP Congress in Lisbon, Portugal.
Themes in the following years included ‘The Place of Pharmacy in Managed Care', ‘Career Opportunities in Pharmacy’and 'The Involvement of Pharmacists in Outreach Health Programmes'.

With the development of the internet, IPSFnet - an electronic news service for pharmacy students - was launched along with the IPSF website.

1995

International Pharmaceutical Students’ Federation

46

“Are you sick of hearing about the Information Super Highway and the INTERNET because you are still not sure what it is or what the advantages are of using it? Don’t despair
– because riding the INTERNET waves is much easier than you think…
The World-Wide-Web (WWW) is most likely the most powerful and simplest method of
providing and retrieving information on the Internet. The FIP (International Pharmaceutical Federation) realised this and started a Home Page on the WWW. Not long after
that they also kindly offered the use of their Home Page and resources to IPSF, and thus
we ended up with a Home Page through FIP on the WWW!
You are probably also now thinking OK… I know what the Internet is and what the WWW
is – But I still don’t know what all the fuss is about. Well, the IPSF-WWW Home Page, once
you have accessed it, gives you all the current information about IPSF -accessible to any
of the more than 15 million Internet users each day!”
(Keith van Heederen, News Bulletin, March-April, 1995)

Unfortunately, some very sad news was received this year. Klimment Stojkovski
of Macedonia died in September from Malaria contracted during the IPSF Congress. A founder member of the Macedonian Pharmacy Students’ Association
(MPSA), Klimment had been active at IPSF Congresses since 1993. He will be remembered as a good-hearted, fun-loving IPSF friend.

At the 42nd IPSF Congress, held in Hradec Králové, Czech Republic in 1996, the Constitutional
Working Party (CWP) was formed to overhaul the IPSF oﬃcial documents after a number of inconsistencies were highlighted during the GA. The following year a revised edition of the oﬃcial documents was presented and accepted by the GA. The CWP was kept to continue to iron
out any new problems.
The executive committee grew by
one as a trial of splitting the position of Public Relations and Publications. For a trial year these
oﬃces would run with a co-opted
executive member.

IPSF congress, 1996
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A Scientiﬁc Sub-committee was appointed to look at the possibility of organising a scientiﬁc
symposium. They published a guiding booklet to members in 1997 on how to organise scientiﬁc symposia. The ﬁrst IPSF Scientiﬁc Symposium took place in 1998 in Coimbra, Portugal, the
Chair of the Reception Committee was Germano Ferreira. The second Scientiﬁc Symposium
was held in Bulgaria in 2000, the third in Armenia in 2002 and fourth one in Bangkok, Thailand
in 2004. Since then, scientiﬁc symposia are included in the IPSF congress programme.

1st Scientiﬁc Symposium, Coimbra, Portugal, 1998

Scientiﬁc symposia booklet cover, 1998

1997

Phuture cover, 2006
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A scientiﬁc supplement was also added to the News Bulletin with the name Phuture. Topics
discussed in Phuture range from active aging through women’s health, men’s health, ethics,
Nobel prize winners, counterfeit drugs to interdisciplinary collaboration.
"…Just as our profession is ever changing, so are our ways of communicating. The recent
advances in information, technology and the evolution of the global network, known as the
Internet has developed an environment that will enable IPSF to improve its information
transfer capabilities. So we see that IPSF is playing its own part in the revolution of communication, having global access to Email, the new IPSFnet and using the Internet - which
knows no boundaries - we will now hopefully eliminate past barriers to communication…"
(Genée Logan, IPSF President in the News & Views, 1996)

In 1997, the 43rd IPSF Congress was held in Vancouver, Canada. A workshop was held with the
topic“Bridging the Gap: Physicians and Pharmacists working together for optimal patient care".
The poster exhibition theme was "Biotechnology and the Role of the Pharmacist".

Congress folder Vancouver, 1997
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A day of business at congress was dedicated to
United Nations Educational, Scientiﬁc and Cultural Organization (UNESCO). IPSF contributed as an active
participant to the 7th UNESCO/NGO Collective Consultation on Higher Education in 1999. In 2001 a kit
of ideas titled “HIV/AIDS and human rights – Young
people in action” was published in cooperation by
UNESCO and Joint United Nations Programme on
HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS). The kit was prepared in close consultation with IFMSA and IPSF. The kit was prepared
with the multiple aims to ﬁght unnecessary HIV/AIDS
related discrimination, to empower young people to
promote their rights and to inform them about how
HIV can and cannot be transmitted and how they can
protect themselves, to discuss more openly sexuality
and drug abuse, to campaign for better services for
people living with HIV/AIDS and to give services and
support to people who may be at risk. IPSF achieved
admission to Operational Relations at the 164th UNESCO Executive Board session, held between 21st and HIV/AIDS and human rights –
30th May 2002. Since then, IPSF regularly attends UN- Young people in action, 2001
ESCO meetings e.g. the International Conference of
Non-Governmental Organisations and Forum on Higher Education, Research and Knowledge
and contributes to UNESCO initiatives related to various topics, e.g. ethics and cross-border education.
The 44th Congress was held in Helsinki, Finland in 1998. Originally this Congress was to be in
Egypt, but following a bomb attack in Cairo early in 1998, the IPSF Executive made the diﬃcult
decision to change the Congress venue. Finland oﬀered to step in and organised a congress in
only nine months. For the ﬁrst time a GA was held on a boat sailing in international waters between Finland and Sweden. Once back on dry land, Congress continued in a town a few miles
outside of Helsinki.
The GA accepted Arabic as an oﬃcial IPSF
language this year.

Congress postcard, 1998

1998
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The Tobacco Alert Campaign was approved at the Helsinki congress in 1998
by stating that “IPSF shall endeavour to
take every opportunity to campaign for a
“tobacco-free world”and shall encourage
the active involvement of pharmaceutical students in smoking prevention”. A
year later, a full day of congress was dedicated to Tobacco Alert, with smokers
being asked to sign a contract to quit for
the day. In 2001, a joint message was issued by WHO and IPSF promoting the
“Clear the air” movement. The message
was signed by Dr. V. Costa E. Silva, Programme Manager Tobacco Free Initiative
on behalf of WHO and Lindsay McClure,
IPSF President.

“Dear Pharmacy Student,
In your role as pharmacy students and future pharmacists, you have an important responsibility to do all that you can to make the world a healthier place. The evidence is
clear on the major risks that tobacco products pose to our society. Each year tobacco use
kills 4 million people, with this figure predicted to increase to 10 million deaths per year
by 2030.
Yet, even non-smokers are affected by tobacco. Breathing the smoke from other people’s
cigarettes (passive smoking, second-hand smoke or environmental tobacco smoke) is a serious health threat. (…)
The International Pharmaceutical Students’ Federation (IPSF) and the World Health Organization (WHO) strongly believe that health and tobacco smoke do not mix. If your own
pharmacy school is not already completely smoke-free in all indoor areas you have a responsibility and an opportunity to take action!”
(Excerpt from“Joint message to pharmacy students around the world from WHO and IPSF”, 2001)
In 2007, this collaboration was re-strengthened, when a “Joint statement on Tobacco Control
by the World Health Organization and the International Pharmaceutical Students’ Federation”
was signed by Douglas Bettcher (Tobacco Free Initiative Coordinator, WHO) and Audrey
Clarissa (IPSF President).
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“The WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control emphasises the special contribution of non-governmental organizations, including health professional bodies, to tobacco control efforts nationally and internationally. In its capacity as a non-governmental
organization in official relations with WHO, IPSF is committed to playing a major role in
answering the call of the WHO Tobacco Free Initiative for the widest possible international co-operation to promote globally a tobacco-free culture for the health of present
and future generations.
To that end, IPSF and the WHO Tobacco Free Initiative together urge all IPSF member associations to pursue the following tobacco control goals and principles:
1. Reducing the global burden of disease and death caused by tobacco consumption and
exposure to tobacco smoke.
2. Actively advocating 100% smoke-free environments as the only effective measure
proven to protect the health of all persons from the harmful effects of second-hand
tobacco smoke and prevent hundreds of thousands of deaths each year from diseases
caused by breathing second-hand tobacco smoke.
3. Supporting implementation of measures set out in the WHO Framework Convention
on Tobacco Control, especially through promotion of the WHO Health Professionals
Code of Practice on Tobacco Control, the IPSF Code of Practice on Tobacco Control
and the IPSF Statement of Policy on Tobacco Free Initiative for Pharmaceutical Students' Associations.
4. Promoting World No Tobacco Day to an international audience in line with the annual theme and guidance of the Tobacco Free Initiative in order to express our support to WHO.
5. Facilitating global collaboration between pharmacy students, pharmacists and other
healthcare students in the field of smoking cessation and implement and support
campaigns for tobacco-free public places, in line with the objectives of the WHO Tobacco Free Initiative.
6. Through the IPSF Declaration of Commitment on Tobacco Control, quantifying the
contribution of IPSF members in becoming role models for present and future generations as we work collaboratively with WHO to create a smoke-free world.”
(Excerpt from the Joint statement on Tobacco Control by the World Health Organization and
the International Pharmaceutical Students’ Federation, 2007)
For World No Tobacco Day (31st May) in 2004 IPSF and EPSA launched a joint statement entitled
"Promoting a Tobacco Free Future – Pharmacy Students Take Action".

1998
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The 45th Congress held in London, Great Britain marked the 50th anniversary of the Federation. An Anniversary Ball was organised along with an exhibition about the 50 years of IPSF.
Thanks to the eﬀorts of Sally Arnison (IPSF Secretary General 1995-96), Danielle Zammit (Chairperson of Public Relations 1992-93) and other enthusiastic organisers, the event was a huge
success.

Congress logo, 1999

News Bulletin, 1999

Invitation to the IPSF 50th Anniversary Ball, 1999
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“Dear Pharmacy Students of the World,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
Dear Friends,
On behalf of the Director-General, I am pleased to send you this message.
The World that we leave to our children depends greatly on the children that we leave to
our World. The hope that the World deposits in the future resides within the young people today and on their ability to take up the challenges of the coming century.
On this special occasion, UNESCO is pleased to salute IPSF, an organization that in its
fifty years of history, has always encouraged collaboration among young pharmacy students from all nations towards global and local improvements in education, science and
health care, while promoting personal and professional development and cross-cultural
understanding.
UNESCO congratulates IPSF on its 50th Anniversary and looks forward to a continued
and fruitful collaboration between our organizations.
Colin N. Power
The Deputy Director-General for Education
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization”

Titi Akinlemine, Oriol Lacorte, Mitja Kos, omas Luft, Prof. Ian Bates, Niall Poole,
Goncalo Sousa Pinto, Helena Westermark, Melandi Stander, Satu Siiskonan, Lynne
Brown in front of the FIP/ IPSF Oﬃce Building 1999

1999
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The Asia Paciﬁc Regional Oﬃce (APRO) was established after the congress,
as the need for an Asian organisation and event was realised at the 4th South
East Asian Pharmaceutical Students' Society Congress (SEAPSSC) and
brought up at the London congress. The ﬁrst Asia Paciﬁc Pharmaceutical
Symposium (APPS) was then organised in Singapore in 2001 with the theme
“New chapter in pharmacy” focusing on biotechnology and advances in
computer technology.

5th APPS poster, 2006

Pictures from 1st APPS, 2001
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The ﬁrst Clinical Skills Event (CSE) was held in 1999 with around 50 delegates taking part. CSE
was a concept developed by the American Society of Health-Systems Pharmacists (ASHP). The
aim of this programme is to encourage pharmacy students to develop their clinical problemsolving, verbal and written communication skills, and to promote the role of the pharmacist in
patient care. The events are designed to test and develop pharmaceutical knowledge, problem
solving, communication skills, and clinical skills.
In 2000, Lindsay McClure (IPSF President) and Germano Ferreira (IPSF Secretary General and
Vice-President) took on the challenge to visit 15 Eastern European pharmacy schools in 15 days
to tell them about the advantages of being an IPSF member. In two weeks they visited numerous cities in Russia, Latvia, Lithuania, Estonia, Romania, Poland, the Czech Republic, Hungary and Slovakia!
In 2001, a joint document called “Pharmacy education — a vision for the future” was
launched in collaboration with EPSA. The document was distributed to all pharmacy schools
worldwide in 2000. The authors of the booklet were Niamh Fitzgerald (EPSA), Gonçalo Sousa
Pinto and Mitja Kos (IPSF).

Gonçalo Sousa Pinto, Niamh Fitzgerald and Mitja Kos

“Advanced learning prepares students for their roles as citizens and professionals in a
changing world. The new millennium will be an era of enhanced internationalism and of
education and training in order to deal with the knowledge society already in evidence.
Since graduates must be able to address the challenges of a global and multicultural
world, student organisations have a major responsibility in this regard. They must be a
full and critical voice in shaping the future of their chosen profession so as to enhance its
quality and relevance.
In drafting this new Pharmacy Education - A Vision of the Future, EPSA and IPSF are assuming this role and we are reminded that health and education are logical and complementary partners in the development process. UNESCO congratulates EPSA and IPSF
for this initiative.”
(Komlavi F. Seddoh, Director, Division of Higher Education, UNESCO, in the Foreword of “Pharmacy education - a vision for the future”, June 1999)

1999
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“These are times of enormous change in healthcare and the pharmacy profession and
pharmaceutical education must prepare students to enter into the practice of pharmacy,
in whatever areas are appropriate to the environment. The curriculum must be constantly
assessed and evaluated to be in line with and even ahead of professional practice and
must be flexible enough to allow students to achieve a broad education in accordance
with their interest. Special attention must be given to the sequence in which courses and
the practice period are found in the programme. The content of courses must be carefully
considered, to ensure that they are relevant and up to date and special consideration must
be given to the application of knowledge, communication, language and patient care skills,
health system organisation, the development of professional identity, critical thinking,
and lifelong learning. Finally, we believe it is vital that universities and teachers recognise
their responsibility in preparing, not only vital members of the healthcare team, but valuable members of society, who must have top quality scientific and professional skills, and
an unquestionable sense of ethics.”
(Conclusion, “Pharmacy education - a vision for the future”)
After the publication of the joint document, IPSF and EPSA held two joint symposia on pharmacy education: in 2001 in Arnhem, The Netherlands and then in 2003 in Strasbourg, France.
As a sign of continuing collaboration, a Memorandum of Understanding was signed between
EPSA and IPSF in 2006 with the aim “to increase collaboration on joint projects and initiatives
such that both IPSF and EPSA remain strong and vibrant”.
In 2002, the Pan-American Regional Oﬃce (PARO) was also established. The ﬁrst Pan-American Regional Symposium (PARS) was held
in Fort Lauderdale that year.
The same year, the African Pharmaceutical Students’ Federation held
its ﬁrst congress. Due to travelling limitations and lack of communication, the Federation disorientated. To provide better representation for
students from Africa and the Middle East, the African Regional Oﬃce
(AfRO) and the Eastern Mediterranean Regional Oﬃce (EMRO)
were established in 2008 at the Cluj-Napoca congress in Romania.
The Pharmacy Profession Awareness Campaign (PPAC) was also created at the 50th Anniversary Congress with the aim of promoting the role, scope and importance of the pharmacy
profession within health care systems. A PPAC Resource Booklet was published in 2002 by Carlos Quelhas (Chairperson of Information and Education) and Luís Lourenço (Director of Professional Development). The booklet contained ideas and advice from member associations how
to organise a PPAC event.
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“We all know that pharmacy profession is often not understood or recognized by society
in general. This could be attributed to several factors but commonly the community and
patients are unaware of the services that pharmacists can provide and ignore the real role
of the pharmacist in the healthcare team.
Pharmacy students and pharmacists are in a position to influence and change misconceptions and/ or ignorance surrounding the profession. Pharmacists have a pivotal role in
patient care and the profession needs to be taken to the community and health care environment to achieve deserved respect and acknowledgement.”
(Introduction, Pharmacy Profession Awareness Campaign – Resource Booklet, 2002)
At the 47th congress, held in Cairo, Egypt in 2001, participants of the Education Forum decided
to look into the mobility of pharmacy academics worldwide. Such exchange is vital to generate novel ideas, practices, cultural diversity and practices, in order to promote positive changes
in pharmacy education and for pharmacy to progress globally as a profession. Pharmacy education has great inﬂuence on professional development and the role of a pharmacist and thus
factors that can be utilised to enhance it should be identiﬁed. Based on this idea, the Moving
On initiative, a series of original, questionnaire-based international research project was established. Named after the inaugural proposal “Moving On – Practising what we preach”, the projects served to establish a strong evidence base to address pertinent issues in pharmacy
education and workforce development. Project ﬁndings are published in academic media and
presented at international conferences. The research is conducted in collaboration with the
School of Pharmacy, University of London and country research teams by IPSF members.
162 academics from 24 countries participated in the Moving On I study conducted in 2002-03.
Results were published in Pharmacy Education in 2007 with the title“Academic Mobility in Pharmacy Faculty: An Exploratory Study”, authors were Annemiek A.P. Bosman, Helga Gardarsdóttir,
Linda Härmark, Luís Miguel Lourenço, Tana Wuliji, Ian Bates and Sarah Carter.
Moving On II was the second project in the series and it studied the quality of pharmacy education. As students are most directly aﬀected by their education system, their input is important
in making informed, justiﬁed decisions in the development of educational policies and practices,
therefore this survey focused on the views of students. Development of the project started at
the 49th congress held in Singapore in 2003. Data collection concluded in May 2007 after two
years. More than 10 000 responses from 30 countries were received. An article was published
with the interim results in the International Pharmaceutical Journal in 2007 with the titled“Pharmacy students are moving on – but how was the journey?”. Authors were Zhining Goh, Luís
Miguel Lourenço, Lesley Zwicker, Tana Wuliji and Sarah Carter. The research was also jointly presented by IPSF, UNESCO and the School of Pharmacy, University of London at the Comparative
and International Education Society conference in New York, USA in 2008.

2002
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News Bulletin, 2002

Moving On III, established at the 51st congress
held in Bonn, Germany in 2005, was a collaborative research between IPSF, the International
Pharmaceutical Federation (FIP) and the School
of Pharmacy, University of London. The study
involved the input of other international organisations such as the International Organization for Migration, UNESCO, WHO and OECD. It
aimed to identify socio-political, cultural, environmental and demographic factors that inﬂuenc epharmacy students to migrate. The idea
of the project evolved after the 9th UNESCO
Non-Governmental Organizations Collective
Consultation on Higher Education, held in April
2005, which concluded that the ‘brain drain’
was a key barrier to achieving progress despite
the lack of evidence on the factors that inﬂuenced migration. The Moving On III study was
the ﬁrst international study to report on the migration intentions of pharmacy students. The
Moving On III Research Team was led by Tana
Wuliji. An article with the results of the pilot

study involving 9 countries was published in
Human Resources for Health in 2009 with the
title “Migration – a form of workforce attrition:
a nine country study of pharmacists”. Authors
were Tana Wuliji, Sarah Carter and Ian Bates.
In 2002, the 48th congress was held in Budapest, Hungary, where the Oﬃcial Documents (including the Constitution, Domestic
Rules and Standing Orders) underwent some
major changes. The executive structure was
changed: the position of Chairperson of Information and Education was split into three positions: Director of Professional Development,
Director of Public Health and Director of Pharmacy Education. Later the Director positions
were renamed to Chairperson. In 2006-07, the
positions of Chairperson of Professional Development and Chairperson of Pharmacy Education were merged into the position of
Chairperson of Education and Practice, but this
was changed back to the previous structure the
following year.

News Bulletin, 2003
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The Singapore Congress, held in 2003 was the ﬁrst congress ever held in the Far-East! Organising the congress was not easy: ﬁrst ﬁnancial problems arose, then the congress was almost cancelled due to the outbreak of the atypical pneumonia epidemic. But in the end the enthusiastic
Reception Committee, chaired by Sylvia Beh, overcame the diﬃculties and organised a fabulous
congress, with the programme including a night safari, a city tour and a beach party.

Between 2002 and 2005 SEP underwent some major changes. An e-platform (the Student Exchange Database) was created, tested and launched to process applications online, which
helped SEOs and the Chairperson with running the Programme more easily and eﬃciently. This
meant that from about 600 applicants per year, more than 80% were successfully placed! This
impressive result is still kept in 2009. The number of member organisations participating in SEP
keeps increasing: 61 organisations from all regions are actively taking part in the Programme in
2009. A Student Exchange Grant was also established in 2003 with the aim to facilitate joining
the Programme by helping to remove ﬁnancial barriers. Funds were ﬁrst acquired from SEP fees,
then the Grant was merged into the Development Fund.
In 2002, a booklet promoting SEP to the pharmaceutical industry was
launched in collaboration with the Industrial Pharmacy Section of FIP.
The booklet was published in English and Spanish.
Types of available training places include community pharmacy, hospital pharmacy, pharmaceutical industry, university, laboratory and in recent years interns are also placed at FIP and IPSF in The Hague. This
unique international training opportunity continues to be one of IPSF’s most popular and wellknown activities and with the enthusiasm of Student Exchange Oﬃcers (SEOs) and adventureseeking applicants, it is expected to keep expanding!

2003
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The 50th anniversary congress was held in Halifax, Canada in 2004. Highlights of the programme
were a visit to Hatﬁeld’s farm, a Canadian traditional night at Pier 21 and gala dinner at Halifax
Waterfront.

Congress photo, 2004

Congress photo, 2005
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The Healthy Living and Diabetes campaign was approved at the Bonn Congress in 2005. The aim of the
campaign is to encourage pharmacy students to become proactively involved in increasing awareness
among health professionals as well as the public, for
healthy lifestyle in the prevention and care of chronic
diseases, such as diabetes, while preserving their role
as medication experts.
Also in 2005, at the FIP congress held in Cairo, IPSF
agreed with the Military and Emergency Section (MEPS)
of FIP to collaborate on the pictogram project. MEPS
had developed a system to supplement spoken directions and written labels and have produced a plan of
universally acceptable pictograms. IPSF helped with the
evaluation and adaptation of the pictograms to diﬀerent cultures.
The 52nd congress was held in Cairns, Australia in 2006.
The exciting congress programme even included
bungee-jumping, bungee-swinging and snorkelling and diving at the Great Barrier Reef! The Reception Committee issued a newsletter every day including the latest scandals and helped participants by issuing a separate programme booklet for the symposium that dealt with the topic
of “Provision of health care in rural and remote settings”.
News Bulletin Special Edition, 2004

IPSF applied for consultative status with the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) of the
United Nations in 2005 and at its Substantive Session of July 2006, ECOSOC decided to grant
Roster consultative status to the Federation.
The aim of the Federation, stated in the Constitution, was
changed at the 52nd congress in Cairns to reﬂect new
challenges and objectives.
“IPSF is the leading international advocacy organisation
for pharmacy students, promoting improved public
health through provision of information, education, networking and a range of publications and professional initiatives.”
(Excerpt from the IPSF Constitution accepted by the 52nd
General Assembly)
The Leaders In Training (LIT) programme was ﬁrst organised in 2006, before the 52nd congress held in Cairns,
Australia. LIT was established to train pharmacy students
interested in becoming better leaders by hearing about
useful training tools and essential leadership skills. The
programme also has the potential to help LIT participants
in becoming successful trainers themselves and providing the same training with for their local associations.

2005

Annual Report, 2005-2006
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In 2007, IPSF visited Asia again for the congress: the 53rd congress was held in Taipei. The congress venue was the famous Taipei landmark, the Grand Hotel and participants also had the
opportunity to enjoy the unique view (and shopping) at the Taipei 101.

News Bulletin, 2007

Annual Report, 2006-2007

The history of cooperation between medical and pharmacy students goes back to 1954 and
links between IFMSA and IPSF are still very strong. In November 2005 a joint symposium was organised for medical and pharmacy students in Malta. Organised jointly by IFMSA, EPSA, IPSF
and EMSA (European Medical Students' Association), the World Medical and Pharmacy Students' Joint Symposium (WorldMaPS) gave students an opportunity to overcome barriers between the professions by participating in interactive sessions and exploring the idea of
interdisciplinary education and practice. Based on the success of the symposium, two years
later the World Healthcare Students' Symposium (WHSS) was organised in Albufeira, Portugal. The symposium conﬁrmed that students realised the most important aim for all professionals working in health care settings is to provide the best possible care for patients. The
second WHSS is organised in Alexandria, Egypt in 2009.

WorldMaPS logo, 2005

WHSS logo, 2007
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Emphasising the importance of collaboration, in June 2004 IPSF and IFMSA launched a joint
statement entitled Working Together for Better Health Outcomes. The statement called for undergraduate training to work as multidisciplinary teams, and in particular, for pharmaceutical
and medical students' associations to collaborate on projects and activities at a local, national
and regional level. The two organisations co-organised the 1st World Student Meeting on
Healthy Ageing that took place in conjunction with the World Congress of Gerontology in Rio
de Janeiro in June 2005. In 2006, a Memorandum of Understanding was signed between IFMSA
and IPSF.
“Multidisciplinary collaboration between health professionals is an essential part of providing comprehensive and patient centred care. Patients have rated early referral to multidisciplinary teams as one of their highest priorities. The ongoing sustainability of
collaborative models of health care will depend on professionals having clearly stated
roles and objectives. A challenge that has been identified for professionals is working with
providers of varying expectations and responsibility. Equally the success of teamwork will
depend on the ability of participants to recognise the unique skills and perspectives of representatives from other disciplines.
IFMSA and IPSF believe that education to work as part of multi-disciplinary teams should
begin during undergraduate education. The executive committee of IPSF and IFMSA support and encourage collaboration between all health care students’ associations at a local,
national and regional level.”
(Excerpt from the Memorandum of Understanding between IFMSA and IPSF, 2006)
The Memorandum served as a basis for starting the
P-squared project that stands for Pharmacist x
Physician. The aims of this project are raising awareness of the necessity and beneﬁts of multidisciplinary work in health care.
The Anti-Counterfeit Drugs Campaign (ACDC), launched in 2007, serves as the ﬁrst resource
campaign on counterfeit medicines geared towards health care students. The main objective
of this project is to increase the general awareness among health care students and the public
about the risks associated with counterfeit and substandard medicines.

2007
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At the 54th congress, held in Cluj-Napoca, Romania, participants even had the opportunity to
enjoy a traditional Romanian wedding! The congress programme included a trip to the Turda
salt mine, international night at Banﬀy castle and also a pyjama party.

News Bulletin, 2008

Annual Report, 2007-2008

During the six decades of its existence IPSF has changed in many ways: communication and information sharing became much faster which resulted in an enhanced workload throughout
the year. Although the annual congress is still the highlight and most important event of the
IPSF year, where the General Assembly meets and decides about future directions of the Federation, activities between congresses are equally important. Founding the Federation a few
years after World War II showed a great example of international collaboration between young
people from 8 countries, and this courageous step was an inspiring base for IPSF to grow and
today represent 350 000 pharmacy students from 84 countries worldwide and become a partner of renowned organisations such as WHO, UNESCO, FIP and CPA. But the main idea is still the
same: to contribute to the development of our profession and improving health care, encourage multidisciplinary collaboration and most importantly to serve as a platform for cultural, educational and scientiﬁc exchange for pharmacy students in the world
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Afterword
I would like to kindly take a moment to reﬂect on the future vision of IPSF as I see it after my
active involvement at both the regional Asia-Paciﬁc and inter-regional level for IPSF over the
past four years (2005-2009). There are three main goals which I hope IPSF will continually
strive to achieve in its future.
Firstly, IPSF should continue to be the leading international pharmacy students’ platform
for the exchange of ideas, relations and advocacy in one united body. Wherever pharmacy
and medicines are discussed, IPSF shall be there to represent the students and recently graduated pharmacists’ voices.
In the past, IPSF was typically known to general members for its memorable world congresses and popular Student Exchange Program. In more recent years it has more widespread eﬀect via its public health campaigns and even more recently, professional
development and education projects held at the local level have had greater prominence.
IPSF should continue to strengthen these projects and campaigns but also expand into the
new arena of policy-making positions. Contemporary issues such as compulsory licensing,
climate change, education and curriculum changes should be discussed and aggregated
by the member associations we represent.
In the past 12 months, one major achievement was the improved facilitation of ideas and
members relations by creation of the IPSF-VIP e-group which is a forum including the IPSF
Executive Board, IPSF project coordinators, member organisation Presidents, Contact Persons and Student Exchange Oﬃcers. It creates a space which gains more dynamic and allows direct consultation on members’ thoughts throughout the year to gain pace instead
of relying on the annual General Assembly. In future I hope this and such other e-groups are
not only used to discuss and share ideas and experiences about projects which IPSF is profoundly established in; but also to utilise this platform to gather views on topical and current pharmacy issues. Naturally IPSF should up keep the professional collaborations that
exist with FIP, WHO and UNESCO in confronting with these topics.
This leads to my second point, whereby if IPSF is to expand its strength from projects and
move towards harnessing members viewpoints to become a policy-making body; it requires becoming in deeper touch with the members it represents. Tools such as the VIP egroup have been one step this year. Another step this year to further aid communication
with members was successful establishment of two new regional oﬃces for the African and
Eastern Mediterranean regions in 2008. Fortunately this current Executive team with its regional experience, has served well in their establishment. This year on behalf of IPSF, I also
successfully collaborated with the European Pharmaceutical Students’ Association (EPSA)
to begin annually hosting a joint-conference in October Autumn Assembly to better serve
the interests of our European IPSF members where more IPSF-related workshops, activities
and round table discussions will be held between EPSA executive and members associations.
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Finally, the third and perhaps most important reason for the existence of such a Federation should be its capacity as a youth advocacy organisation to produce future pharmacy
leaders both locally and internationally. IPSF is a great school to develop young leaders. As
we are the breeding ground for the future generation of pharmacy leaders, people are already like-minded in volunteering time and eﬀort to advocate for the profession and having greater insights behind international policies and developments. I believe IPSF is in a
great position to further contribute to the succession planning of the pharmacy profession
as a whole.
On a personal note, it has been a great pleasure serving the Federation despite its challenges and demands. As mentioned by others in this book, I am also very glad that I made
a decision to become active and involved in IPSF, which has brought on special and long
lasting friends and fond memories which I will be fortunate to cherish. Vive la pharmacie!

John Nguyen
President 2008-09, Chairperson of Professional Development 2007-08,
Leaders In Training coordinator 2008,
Chairperson of Asia Paciﬁc Regional Oﬃce 2006-07,
Secretary of Asia Paciﬁc Regional Oﬃce 2005-06
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Messages to IPSF on the occasion of its
60th birthday
Dear IPSFers all over the world,
I’ve fallen in love with IPSF exactly because of these ﬁrst written
words – all over the world. The onset of disease is high; it’s highly
contagious and persists for life.
My IPSF infection started in 2004 as NAPSer (National Association
of Pharmacy Students – Serbia) Student Exchange Oﬃcer. It was inspiring to meet so many exchange students from all continents and
SEOs from all over the world. I’ve joined Student Exchange Committee in 2005, where more challenges arrived. At that time I’ve replaced all my vacation time with IPSF events and I don’t regret a
single day.
I suppose I was doing these jobs quite good when in 2006 Cairns,
Australia IPSF elected me for Chairperson of Student Exchange. Leading the world association, cooperation with all relevant world associations and last but not least cooperation with IPSF colleges was
one of the best experiences ever. I truly believe that these experiences and gained skills are still helping me.
How do I see IPSF now after these years? IPSF is a great opportunity
for personal growth and a ﬁne place for developing organization,
communication and other social skills. IPSF is enforcing changes, always trying to think outside of the box.
Where is this IPSF fossil now? Still encouraged to make a diﬀerence!
I’ve worked for some time at Faculty of Pharmacy in Belgrade (Serbia) where I’ve specialized in pharmaceutical care. For a year now I
work as Clinical Research Associate in H. La Roche (Serbia). I manage
to travel as much as possible and guess what – IPSF people are all
over the world always ready to greet you, host you and bring fabulous memories back!
Yours in IPSF
Nataša Nikolić, Chairperson of Student Exchange 2006-07
“IPSF addiction”is how I call my love for IPSF. The two years where I
was Chairperson of Publications are my best years ever. I met a lot of
friends, discovered diﬀerent cultures, travelled to many countries,
gained a lot of experiences and had my best time ever. IPSF is the
house of dreams to me where all your dreams come true at once. I
love this organization and I owe it a lot also I wish the best for IPSF
and good luck for the next boards as you have a very hard task to
keep IPSF glowing as always.
Mohanad Fors
Chairperson of Publications 2004-06
Bonjour to all oldies, presently active and future IPSFers!!
IPSF is made of energetic, multi-cultural and fantastic people! It is an
opportunity for anyone who wants to make an eﬀort to make a difference in his pharmacy student's life. Eﬀorts are there but fun too!
It gives an great chance to see how pharmacy is around the world
and learn from each other to grow for the best!
IPSF is the origin of many of my favourite memories from my stu-

dents years! IPSF is also behind many of my true friendships made
during university years. The world seems so much smaller when you
experience an IPSF congress because at the end, we all represent the
same spirit! In the same time, you open up your eyes to so many differences that you realise how important it is to understand and enjoy
the great diversity of the world!
Even after 6 congresses and many other events related to IPSF, I was
always thrilled to experience the next one! After many years being
a pharmacist, I still enjoy keeping in touch with IPSF oldies and cherish those old memories in Finland, UK, El Salvador, Egypt, Hungary,
Singapore and Germany but also in The Netherlands, Taiwan and in
many countries of Central America and elsewhere!
All the best to the Federation for it's 60th anniversary! I wish that
this Federation keeps on withTHETRUE SPIRIT of bringing Pharmacy
students from all over the world to cooperate, work together with no
other goal than bringing their future profession to an higher level
and always believe that everything is possible, as soon as eﬀorts and
passion are there!!
"If you believe you can change something, work hard, keep on smiling and always work in order to serve your profession right! If your
motivation is "pure", you will surely succeed and will include others
in your success!! "
Vive la pharmacie!
Jacinthe Lamoureux
Chairperson of Public Relations 2001-2002
To each and every one who will be lucky enough to read this book, I am
very pleased to have the chance to comment on my previous, ongoing
and future experience with this life changing organization. I got involved in IPSF within its various levels and structures, starting from a
volunteer in my national association till founding our local association
going to the global subcommittees and ﬁnaly landing on its executive
board which I would assure you is not like anything you would encounter in your student's life. I spent a lot of time and eﬀort on IPSF but
the reward was nothing less, it was even much more and if you look in
to the history of IPSF Alumini you will not ﬁnd it diﬀerent.
All in All I would say viva la IPSF viva la Pharmacie,
Mohamed Atef
Chairperson of Public Relations 2006-07
IPSF is an attitude or emotional state among those of us who have
been infected! Personally, IPSF has changed my life totally – the experience and opportunity to inﬂuence our profession and the ability
to set new aspirations in life can only be measured by the true friendships and camaraderie among those that have walked this path. Once
an IPSFer, Always an IPSFer. Have you been IPSFed yet?
Xuanhao Chan
Chairperson of Public Relations 2003-04, Chairperson of Asia Paciﬁc Regional Oﬃce 2001-03, Honorary Life Member
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The time I spent with IPSF as a delegate, Chairman of the Reception
Committee for the Vienna Congress 1990 and president of the organisation from 1990-1992 had a remarkable input on my professional and personal development. IPSF is a great platform that oﬀers
participants huge opportunities to learn more about their profession and about people from all over the world who are part of this
profession. I believe that this unique network not only provided me
with the bases to become a better pharmacist, but also made me a
better and more international person.The IPSF Network of friends is
a living example for how to breach the gap between generations,
diﬀerent countries and diﬀerent cultures. IPSF unites us all with the
goal to master the challenges for our profession now and in the future and make the world a more international place. Vive la pharmacie!
Kind regards
Christian Wurstbauer
President 1990-92, Chairman of the Reception Committee for the Vienna Congress 1990, Honorary Life Member
IPSF has played an important role for pharmacy students all over the
world for an impressing amount of years. Even though discussions
sometimes has threatened the organisation and its’structure, it has
survived. This is obviously due to several factors and the common
interest in pharmaceutical matters within a variety of ﬁelds of course
creates the foundation for the organisation. But, it is not to forget,
the amazing possibility of meeting future pharmacists from all over
the world and share thoughts and ideas. And the friendship ties established, last for a very very long time...
Annika Nordén-Hägg
President 1983- 84, Vice President 1981-82, Chairperson of Student
Exchange, 1981-83, co-editor of the ﬁrst IPSF history book, Honory Life
Member

Happy 60th birthday IPSF! What a marvellous journey the last 60
years has been, and I am incredibly privileged to have been a part of
the last ﬁve years of IPSF history. IPSF is a remarkable organization,
harbouring the enthusiasm of young minds and spirits that continually give our age-old profession optimism and hope for the future.
Since my ﬁrst IPSF event at the 4th Asia Paciﬁc Pharmaceutical Symposium (APPS) in 2005 at Tokyo, Japan, my time with IPSF has been
exciting and entertaining; yet challenging and stimulating. It has allowed me in develop and grow personally in a unique way – a journey that I would not have travelled otherwise if IPSF had not been
part of my life. For this I must thank IPSF, and to all the people I have
worked with over the past ﬁve years, and those who have mentored
me. IPSF is not only about the congresses, campaigns or workshops
- it’s about empowering others, giving opportunities and making a
diﬀerence in someone’s life – IPSF is an inspiration that continues
down each generation of pharmacy students. Vive la pharmacie!
Mary Poon
Secretary General 2007-09, Vice President 2007-09, Acting President
2008, Asia Paciﬁc Regional Oﬃce Secretary 2006-07
Dear IPSF,
First and foremost – HAPPY BIRTHDAY!!! I wish for you and all of us
past, present and future IPSFers continued success as you move into
your next 60 years!
To put into words what IPSF means to me is not an easy task, for, in
all honesty, IPSF changed my life for the better more than I could
ever express. It has been a surprising eight years since I sat in the library as student and read that I was accepted for an IPSF Exchange
to Barcelona, and since that very ﬁrst email my life has never been
the same. I barely knew what IPSF was, is and could be at that time,
but now I feel so very thankful to have experienced the best of all
this wonderful Federation has to oﬀer.

Dear IPSFers 2009,
Wow! Could it be that long ago that a 3rd year pharmacy student
applied to become Israel's IPSF Liaison Secretary (what we called
Contact Persons back then)?
It was in 1983 that I began an incredible journey that led me to ﬁve
years on the IPSF Exec, to participate in seven IPSF Congresses and to
initiate, set up and be the ﬁrst Chairman of the FIP Young Pharmacists Group. This amazing experience gave me the drive to work for
pharmacy back home as well, being among the founders and ﬁrst
Chairman of the Pharmaceutical Society of Israel - a position I held
for ﬁve years.
But above all, I've made hundreds of wonderful friends all over the
world. Can you believe that a group of us still get together for an
IPSF International Weekend somewhere in the world every year. 26
years later!!! My time in IPSF has made me very aware of the challenges that our profession faces and of the need for dedicated and
committed people to face them for the good of mankind. I constantly
strive to be one of those people.
My time in IPSF has made me a better pharmacist and much more
important, a better person. Happy 60th Birthday IPSF and vive la
pharmacie!!!
Ilan Kreiser
Chairman of Publications 1983-84, Secretary General 1985-88,
Honorary Life Member

Yes, IPSF is a Federation of international pharmacy students, yes it
fosters potential practitioners and scientists to make the most of
their profession and careers, and yes it raises awareness of the most
pressing and relevant matters in pharmacy and healthcare. But, IPSF
is inﬁnitely more. It connects you with others who are diﬀerent yet
exactly like you. IPSF brings you to places never before imagined and
to experiences you didn’t know existed. IPSF is a world unto itself,
one in which all who want to positively inﬂuence our education, profession and each other are welcome. It is my hope that all pharmacy
students can truly know IPSF the way I do.
It has been my great pleasure and privilege to contribute to this wonderful Federation and to continue to do so in my roll at FIP.
Once again, heartfelt congratulations and success in all your endeavours!
Yours in IPSF,
Myriah Lesko
Chairperson of Public Health 2004-05
Getting involved in IPSF was one of the greatest things I have ever
done in my pharmacy career.Through IPSF I met people from all over
the world and made some great life long friends. The year on executive was tough but extremely rewarding and it is an experiance I
will never forget. IPSF has shown me the world. Vive la pharmacie!
Annabelle McGowan
Chairperson of Publications 2006-07
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Happy 60th birthday to IPSF! Since its formation IPSF has grown from
strength to strength. Today the federation provides countless possibilities for pharmacy students to work together, share ideas and contribute to our profession. In the same way that IPSF has provided
generations of pharmacists with unforgettable experiences, we trust
that future generations will continue to experience the famous IPSF
spirit. This history book will serve to chart achievements over the
past 60 years. The next 60 years will bring new challenges and opportunities for the pharmacy profession. IPSF is well positioned to
demonstrate continued leadership and shape a bright future.
Simon Bell
President 2003-04, Honorary Life Member
Katja Hakkarainen, President 2005-06,
Chairperson of Student Exchange 2003-04, Honorary Life Member
My ﬁrst and one of the best memories from IPSF was my ﬁrst congress, 50th IPSF Congress in Halifax, Canada in 2004.This simply because that was the ﬁrst taste of the Federation and everything was
new and exciting. As for many others, I guess, the part of the motivation to attend the congress was possibility to travel. Thereafter,
IPSF was almost daily part of my life, particularly from 2005 to 2008,
when I was a member of the Executive Committee. I was thrilled to
be able to work for the beneﬁt of all pharmacy students globally.
Furthermore, this period of my life gave me memorable events and
occasions, introduced me to some good friends, improved many personal skills, and importantly broadened my view it to be global also
in my later life.
Viva la pharmacie! Viva la IPSF!
Juha Mönkäre
Treasurer 2005-08, Vice President 2006-07, Honorary Life Member
I was ﬁrst introduced to IPSF when a group of executive committee
members came to the annual APhA Midyear meeting in LasVegas in
December 2000. They held a workshop and then we all went Gambling for NEEMA (a novel fundraiser!). By the end of the weekend,
Lindsay McClure had given me my ﬁrst IPSF assignment, a committee member for the WHO Task Force, a group of IPSF students who
were tasked with liasing between IPSF and WHO for the duration of
the ﬁve years it would take to secure oﬃcial relations with WHO.
In May 2004, IPSF ﬁnally came up at the WHO General Assembly for
acceptance into Oﬃcial Relations. By that time, I was in my second
year on the executive board and IPSF Vice President, however I was
also nine months pregnant and was unable to ﬂy to Geneva for the
GA. Simon Bell, the current IPSF President, attended and gave me an
SMS play by play which had me laughing then crying: "We're up
next", "Motion Introduced" "OH NO the guy next to me moved to
table the motion for more discussion" "Movement didn't pass" "WE
GOT IT!". It was amazing to see something that we had worked so
hard for over ﬁve years ﬁnally come to fruition!
My second favorite memory is of all the wonderful people that I have
met and continue to be in contact with over the years. The friendships that I have made through IPSF will last a lifetime, even if we are
spread all over the globe. I think about Helga, Lindsay, Andy, Scott,
Ryan, Boyan, Bill, Lisa, Rodri, Sonia and Sylvia all the time and love

continuing to share the best parts of our lives with each other!
Conchetta Lesser
Chairperson of Information and Education 2001-02, Chairperson of
Professional Development 2003-04, Honorary Life Member
Sixty years of IPSF success underlines not only the achievements of
the organization over time but is also a testament to the growing
sense of global community, energy and determination amongst
pharmacy students who are the heart and future of the profession’s
development. We should all be proud and ﬁnd inspiration in IPSF
throughout our careers for it is an organization that from its inception has sought to ignite innovation, collaboration and build linkages worldwide to enhance pharmacy’s contribution to health.
Tana Wuliji
President 2004-2005, Honorary Life Member
It is exactly 10 years now, since I walked among the “oldies” at the
45th IPSF Congress in London, for my very ﬁrst IPSF Experience. I remember the excitement attending the 50th anniversary weekend
of the Federation and thinking could that be me in ten years? Little
I imagined how my life would change with IPSF.
Working with the Federation was an experience that I cannot describe easily. IPSF is great school of leaders – a place to meet some
truly exceptional people and learn from them. It is an experience
that one has to live trough to understand how student spirit and impulsiveness could combine with the professionalism expected from
one of the only two student bodies formally patenting with WHO.
Members in all continents, strong regional fundament, partnerships
with UN – these are the visible achievements of this past decade.
The true success however is with the thousands healthcare professionals behind each of these causes – people trained in the best practices and ready to become leaders in the modern World. This is the
true nature of the amazing story that IPSF is. Being there for IPSF
was and remains a privilege,
Boyan Todorov
Secretary General 2001-03, Honorary Life Member
It is the celebration of everyone who has ever been involved in IPSF
as the Federation celebrates its 60th anniversary. It was great privilege and honour to have been able to serve IPSF both as a co-ordinator and an Exec member. What started oﬀ as an excuse to travel
turned into so much more, and there’s nothing in the world I’ll trade
the memories, friends and personal growth for. I would certainly encourage all present and future pharmacy students to get involved.
Take the path less beaten, create an irreplaceable experience for
yourselves, and make a diﬀerence to your profession.
Once an IPSFer, always an IPSFer. Happy birthday, IPSF! May you continue to ﬂourish and thrive.
With warmest wishes,
Zhining Goh
Chairperson of Education and Practice 2006-07
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IPSF Congresses in Order
1948 preparatory meeting London, Great Britain
st

1980 26th Congress, Madrid, Spain

1949 1 Conference, London, Great Britain

1981 27th Congress, Belfast, Northern Ireland

1951 2nd Conference, Copenhagen, Denmark

1982 28th Congress, Sigtuna, Sweden

st

1952 1 Study Tour, London, Great Britain

1983 29th Congress, Lausanne, Switzerland

1953 3rd Conference, Leiden, The Netherlands

1984 30th Congress, Alexandria, Egypt

nd

1954 2 Study Tour, Frankfurt, Germany

1985 31st Congress, Noordwijk, The Netherlands

1955 4th Conference, Vienna, Austria

1986 32nd Congress, Panama City, Panama

rd

1956 3 Study Tour, Dubrovnik, Yugoslavia

1987 33rd Congress, Jerusalem, Israel

1957 5th Congress, Mosney, Ireland

1988 34th Congress, Nottingham, Great Britain

th

1958 4 Study Tour, Strasbourg, France

1989 35th Congress, Philadelphia, USA

1959 6th Congress Noordwijk, The Netherlands

1990 36th Congress, Vienna, Austria

th

1960 5 Study Tour, Stockholm, Sweden

1991 37th Congress, Bahar ic-Caghaq, Malta

1961 7th Congress, Munich, Germany

1992 38th Congress, Lisbon, Portugal

th

1962 8 Congress Barcelona, Spain

1993 39th Congress, Cape Town, South Africa

1963 9th Congress, London, Great Britain

1994 40th Congress, Tegucigalpa, Honduras

th

1964 10 Congress, Istanbul, Turkey

1995 41st Congress, Accra, Ghana

1965 11th Congress, Bray, Ireland

1996

th

42nd Congress, Hradec Kralove, Czech Republic

1966 12 Congress, Vienna, Austria

1997 43rd Congress, Vancouver, Canada

1967 13th Congress, Madrid, Spain

1998 44th Congress, Helsinki, Finland

1968

th

14 Congress, Scheveningen,The Netherlands 1999 45th Congress, London, Great Britain

1969 15th Congress, Istanbul, Turkey
th

2000 46th Congress, San Salvador, El Salvador

1970 16 Congress, Berlin, Germany

2001 47th Congress, Cairo, Egypt

1971 17th Congress, Elsinore, Denmark

2002 48th Congress, Budapest, Hungary

th

1972 18 Congress, Jerusalem, Israel

2003 49th Congress, Singapore

1973 19th Congress, Paris, France

2004 50th Congress, Halifax, Canada

th

1974 20 Congress, Cape Town, South Africa

2005 51st Congress, Bonn, Germany

1975 21st Congress, Helsinki, Finland

2006 52nd Congress, Cairns, Australia

nd

1976 22 Congress, Vienna, Austria

2007 53rd Congress, Taipei, Taiwan, China

1977 23rd Congress, Mexico City, Mexico

2008 54th Congress, Cluj-Napoca, Romania

th

1978 24 Congress, Ediburgh, Scotland

2009 55th Congress, Bali, Indonesia

1979 25th Congress, Valetta, Malta
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Asia Paciﬁc Pharmaceutical Symposia (APPS)
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005

Singapore
Taiwan,China
Bangkok, Thailand
Event not held due to SARS outbreak
Tokyo, Japan

2006
2007
2008
2009

Bandung, Indonesia
Kathmandu, Nepal
Khon Kaen, Thailand
Penang, Malaysia

Pan-American Regional Symposia (PARS)
2002
2003
2004
2005

Fort Lauderdale, USA
Cuernavaca, Mexico
Panama City, Panama
Kingston, Jamaica

2006
2007
2008

Quito, Ecuador
San José, Costa Rica
Cuernavaca, Mexico

IPSF Presidents in order
1983
1984
1985
1949
Sidney J Relph, Great Britain
1986
1951
François Milliet, Switzerland
1987
1953
Sidney J Relph, Great Britain
1988
1955
Heinz Mittelböck, Austria
1989
1957
Otto Föcking, Germany
1990-91
1959
Glen Moir, Canada
1992
1961
Anton Damen, The Netherlands
1993
1963
Peter Westberg, Sweden
1994
1965
Peter de Mayo Billev, Denmark
1995
1967
Jane Turpin, Great Britain
1996-97
1969
Hermann Koerber, Germany
1998
1999
Annual elections
2000
2001
1971-72 Veronica Davies, Great Britain
2002
1973-74 Kerstin Franzén, Sweden
2003
1975
Michael Whelan, Ireland
2004
1976-77 Harry Lind, Finland
2005
1978
José Martino-Alba, Spain
2006
1979
Michael Ashton, Sweden
1980-81 Anthony Amoureus, The Netherlands 2007
1982
Terence Maguire, Northern Ireland 2008
Bi-annual elections

Annika Nordén, Sweden
Ara Minassian, Lebanon
Marianne Andersson, Sweden
Rui dos Santos Ivo, Portugal
Vivien Moﬀat, Great Britain
Marjukka Suomela, Finland
Eric Anderson, USA
Christian Wurstbauer, Austria
Peter Maag, Germany
Ruth Casalvalone, South Africa
Riku Ruhanen, Finland
Genée Logan, South Africa
Alison Sutherland, South Africa
Gonçalo Sousa Pinto, Portugal
João Carapinha, South Africa
Lindsay McClure, Great Britain
Leonard Plain, USA
Sónia Mota Faria, Portugal
Simon Bell, Australia
Tana Wuliji, New Zealand
Katja Hakkarainen, Finland
Audrey Clarissa, Indonesia
Mary Poon (Acting President), Australia
John Nguyen, Australia
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