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Editorial

By Frigga Asraaf
The thing is...

IASC 2009 will always be remembered for the

groups fart of the AsatrdEU network present got
such a log and a custom was born! In 2012 the
second IAS@ole was raised in Sandhatten,Germany.

potatos, 2012 had its auction and IASC 2015 was allSeveral of the IASIGgs returned, some of them

about thingies.

How to descibe all this years IASC thingies? Eh...
well... | do can say it was once more all about frith,
fun and friendship, about our Asatftu heathen
community, and much, much more. The editors of
the postHerald of IASC 2015 leave it, beside some
catchwords, to the writers of various articles and
stories. IASC 2015 in a nutschell: takk for hug,
hugthingiefest 2015, Amanda's Frey thingiesking
workshop, needle felted thingies, The Quest for a
thingy. This Herald will be filled with thingies!

Let's start with a song thingie which expresses a lot
in a few words:

Give me that old time religion

Chorus:

Give me that old time religion
give me that old time religion.
Give me that old time religion
It's good enough for me!

Fredik Liljegren:

Let us all go to IASC!

Drinking mead and hailing Steve!
A lot of thingies we will see!

It's good enough for me!

IASC logs

About some other important thingies: in 2009 the
first IASEpole was raised in Bogensholmlejren in
Denmark during the openingscermony and was cut

lovely decorated, and were tied together to the pole
for the whole wed&. From this tree even more logs
were cut and handed out to new groups who also
had become part of the AsatfiU network. The IASC
pole of 2015 was an ash tree and it was seen as a
temporary wordtree. Again, the IASQ)s present
were knotted to the tree he whole week. This time
to, some new logs were cut: one for Clan Ostara
from France, and one for all autonom people. By
now, there are 15 IASIGgs taken care of by the leg
keepers, mainly from groups, but not only! The 15
logs belong to:

Eldaring Germany

VIGH- Germany

Asatrufellesskapet BifrostNorway
Forn Sed SwederSweden

Nordisk Tingsfaelligpbenmark

Kith of the Tree and the Well (KTWEBngland
Het Rad The Netherlands

De Negen WereldenThe Netherlands
Asatru Ibérica Spain

Gotland Forn & - Spain

Asatru PolskaPoland

Les Enfants d'YggdrasHrance

Clan OstaraFrance

Ottar Ottosson Iceland
Brendan Duffy autonome people

Asatru -EU Herald

One of the things the AsatriU network coual
decided on is to publish the Asat&lJ Herald each
year inbetween IASC. Tlssstill work in progress.

into nine pieces by the end of the week. These piecegye will keep you informed on this project on the FB

of the pole became known as the I1ABGs. All

Hail Asatru

community of IASC and other places.

-EU network and hail IASC!

Hail all those who made it possible once more!

Hail all present, from Midgard and the Other Worlds!

Hail absent friends, old and new!
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The legend of the origin of Thingies, a historical research
By Nathalie Cue Gomgwith some help from Friggasraaf

In an other time and an other dimension, or just a

forest. Basically they had to stay in the gogty,

neighbour universe or nearby galaxy, there was the spending boring times looking at their grey walls in

home of Things. Big and powerful grey Thingscivh
spent their days making great and important things
in an almost greghaded world. Everything has its
guadrangular and welbrdered form and things are
done by the way planned to do. Things avoid the
small and rare coloured forests and meadows in
their world. They prefer the shades of grey. So
normally things go well.

Sometmes it happened that a Thingie appeared.
Small and colourful Thingies not really interested in
doing great and important things, but preferentially

their small and greyish flats.

Once in a while, some more adapted Thingies got a
job from the Things, some sort of errand services, in
which they had to wear grey all covering dwsxts
which male them sweat a lot. To get rid of greyish
smelly odour they had to spend a big part of their
wages to buy exotic fruity and flower soaps and
deodorant.

Some of the Thingies could not stand the grey
boredom anymore. The went abroad, seeking for a
more colouful live. The big Things always were

singing and dancing in the forest and meadows and willing to pay them a ticket to anywhere, as long as

having a lot of fun. Asoy can imagine these
Thingies wre socially not well seen, neither

the Thingie promised to stay far far away.

accepted in the grey shaded and quadrangular worldn 2009 an important and powerful person with a lot

of Things.
In former times Thingies were just burned as
witches, but since Things world became civilised

2F az20Alf SY@ANRYYSyl aLl
the first in Midgad. At the time, this not only

produced a small risk of infection in the immediate

Thingies were ordered to live in small ugly flats and surroundings, but also some huge esoteric and

from welfare.

You could think that Thingies had a fine time. With
no occupation they could spend their days in the
meadows, singing and dancing and having fun, but
the welfare did not cover the bus fee to get to the

electromagnetic waves spread out to the universe.
Unfortunately none of the waves ever reached
Things world. Most got lost omeir way and ended
up in a bawdy house at Alpha Centaury.




Other waves got kidnapped by Klingones in search offter nearly three years and many adventure it
ySgs az2dzyRa TFT2NJ 0KS &S 02 yirlly tdachstd ThihJswailKssfa andl udd NiI-- U
and so on. One of the esoteric aatéctromagnetic Thingies were elated by the idea to go tplace
waves made a stop at the Cantina in Mos Eisley where they would be welcome. The big Things were
where she met a Thingie, that just quit its job as ragspleased to get rid of all these coloured and
in Mc Donalds for tediousness and now trying to maladjusted Thingies, and so the great Thingie
spend its last coins on getting really drunk. After exodus begun on their way to Sandhatten in
hearing the story of the wave, the iAgie Germany. When thegarrived after a swifte journey
immediately decided to spend the rest of his money no heathen was there.... What to do? They were
to buy a ticket to our world. Unfortunately the ticket devastded and turned to look greyish witthespair.
was very expensive. But the space shuttle company Some of the smallest ones begin even in a heart
offered him to pay with work on the journey. A hard breaking manner to cry.
job for a Thingie as breaktown for accantants
and file clerks on board. In the meantime the infection risk has reached an
alarming stage in Midgard and electromagneti@an
After a long and rough flight the Thingie reached ouresoteric waves were sent in ever decreasing
world. To his surprise it was easy to find the intervals. Electromagnetic and esoteric waves
powerful and important person who spelt the word jumped around everywhere hitting everything which
GOKAYAASE F2NJ 0KS TFANEI wasinthsir wayandekeR gne Nifthe Bhiagie whitha
way to a heathemathering named IASC in a small in this momentremembered vaguely something
village in Germany. There the Thingie met a lot of about people talking about another place for 2015
people who like to spend time in nature, who enjoy and it all came back to him!

singing and dancing and have fun. It urgently needed Thingids restore the balance.

The Thingie was thrilled and after this experience it, Just in time the Thingies arrived for the third IASC in
knowing this gathering will beepeated in 2015, Unnaryd Sweden. It was beyond their egpation, a
decided to travel back to Things world to tell its festival of fun and joy, singing and dancing in the
fellow Thingies about this amazing gathering in the forests and on the meadows. All heathens cheer
hope they would join it on a colourful journey. Thingies, because they know that Thingies marks the

On its way home Thingie did not remember well the real difference make life worth living, and to bring
way and instead of turning right aftehe third star joy and laughter. The delighted Thingaecided to
he turned right after the second. Anyhow, it spend a stay to make our world more colourful and

nice week with Captain Hook and the crocodiles.  whimsical.

A postcard for Rikke

Rikke recieved the postcard wednesday
i when IASC was still going on. She was :
N " is very pleased by it and wish to say a
e NV warm 'Thank You' for all the warm
holle kidosy G bt ) uis 5007 49,% E det feelings that she feels flowing towards

) S her.




Dwarf clans
during ISAC 2015 in Unnaryd, Sweden

By Per Lundberg

As the dinners during IA&XD15 needed participants The purpose was not to give right or wrong aessy
to work in the kitchen, Fredrik and me, Per Lundbergbut to talk with each other. We saw the topics more

followed the idea by Henrik Hallgren to divide all as seeds that we gave the community or the camp
participants into groups. and they themselves did whatever they wanted to
But how and what names should we give the clans? do. There were no presentation from the clans to the
For the fun of it and to connect to the Sagas whole camp as these topics are dynamic and change

someone came up with the idea that we could use over time.

names of the different dwarfs from Voéluspa. There The topics were written by Silje Herup Juvet and
are many more dwarves than what we needed and Haraldson Stenseth from Bifrost Norway.

we asked some of the early arrivals to help us choose

which names to use. It was a process with lots of Nature religion

laughter. Well, then how to choose which participant Is Asatru a nature religion? If so, why, and how do

of the camp to be in a clan? we relate that to both the ancient practice and our
We did not want to be the ones that decided for practices today? Has anythiepanged?

others in this matter so names of the Dwarf Clans

where written on a piece of papeEight of each Ancestor worship

clan, then put in a leather bag and as the participantddow can we worship our ancestors in today's

of the camp registered one pulled for oneself which religious practice?

clan one would be part of. Thus let the Norns decideMho do we actually worship and why? How do we
perform the actual worship?

Here are the names.
Viking fetishism

Alltjof Nain Gandalf How does the viking culture and art forms, outlook,
Bombur Mjodvitne  Vindalf warrior ideals relatéo our religion today? Is there
Train Nide Hlevang an automatic connectin? Was there ever? Does
Dolgtrase  Heptefile Draupne modern Asatru equal a calling to wear costumes and

live like the old vikings did?
Also the clans had social function of meeting
together and creating a smaller group of fellowship. Golden Age heathenry
As organisers we let go of all control factors and justDo we see the times around the migration period
let each clan do as they wanted, much or as little as and viking age (roughlyo@-1100) as a sort of Golden
they wanted. The suggestion was to hold a Morning Age for ur religion? To what extent do we try to live
Dwarf moot after breakfast each day. They could  up to ancient practices and religious viewpoints? Are
have a small circle and check in with each other andwe lesser heathens nowadays?
discuss some topics.

Ethnicity and Asatru

@ How are you today? a short circle with how Is modern asatru/forn sidr an ethnic religion or not
everyone is right now. and what do younean with the word ethnic? Can
@ Practical sleery. ? What assignments do we have anyone become a asatruar? Howdeal with

today as a group? heathen groups/individual that connect Asatru with

@ Discussion topic today, Choose one topicforeach¥ 2t { YR 3ISySGA O YI | SdzJs

day from below or create you own. These topics are

meant to be short thought provoking discussions.. | want to share these topics here aJso that they
can be spread and perhaps talked ab a larger
community than the heathens that was together
during IASC 2015.

B T
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Reflections of how this worked out dwarves performing this service. Pernille, our great
As we did not have any feedback or presentation of cook from Denmark, was understandably a bit

the discussions from the Dwatrf clans, | cannot say frustrated at times. As organizers, Fredrik and me,
anything and the purpose was not really to reach a would call for volunteers. It was beautiful that
conclusion, but as said talk together about these  everyone wangd to work and create a great camp
issues. One practical observation from the camp wagogether.

the kitchen service that the clans had as partial This way of both working and socializing together
purpose. was often joked about, some perhaps was not happy
As all control of who was in each clan and what theywith their group others really clicked and had

did, when a new arrival to the camp came and interesting talks. And such is the weaving between us

wanted to get in touch with the others in her or his  all, ithas all kinds of coles, textures and forms. And
clan, we could not help. The purpose was temme we all have preferences that does not mix so well
participants to communicate with each other. with what is going on at the timeaimfor one happy
Naturally some did, some perhaps did not and this that this part of the International Asatru Summer
was then up to the individual. An impractical aspect Camp worked as it djdboth on the practical for

of this was that part of the purpose of the Dwarf dinner and cleamup serviceand onthe social aspect.
clans was to perform service in the kitchen, to cook

and to clean. So sometimes there was too few

Things to do

'(E
&
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To Sweden and back again
By Brendan Duffy Sugar

As most of you know | came to Sweden by bicycle tohis wisdom, In some sort of way, (for me) | forced
join IASC 2015 and | made it back home, only there imyself in between a rock and a hard place, and got
one problem,... back not only with more discipline and wisdom

about certain things, but also with mental toughness.
| FORGOT MY THINGY!!!

On the way adt of great things happened. Like
Did anyone see it? meeting new people, accidentally coming across a
viking market where | bought some amazing stuff,
free beer and a sleeping place, free meals and all this
from people whom are good from the heart!

| wantto give out a BIG thanks for all the support
and cheering from everyone who was there for a
shoutout! #tourdeSVERIGE

| had a life changing experience the weeks while

cyclingand it has given me my personal jewels to be And then a week fullfonew people whom | did not

able to surpass any obstacle thatlivciome in my know (except Michiel). | came in diursdayafter a

way. Not only physically but also mentally (as you Wweek or two of hardcore cycling. Saw a few people

can imagine it's very lonely and also challenging on sitting around a table (PeFredrik and Bernhard)

the road)’ because before this I've never been away and | asked if this was the International Asatru

from my friends or family longer then a week. Summer Camp. Introducedyself, and immediately |
was being interviewed by the local newspaper. The

Drifting deeper into a knowing of nothgness what ~ journalist asked me why | was at IASC. | replied: "l am

will come up each day. What direction should | go  in search of wisdom and | want to learn a lot of new

to? What should | do? Where am | going to sleep? things.”

And what shall | eat? | didn@get in the paper tho, but it was a quite funny
experience. After talking a little bit with the lads, |
All of these th|ngs I've never rea”wd myse]f felt a very strong connection and lots of knOWlEdge

before, but | learned myself how to interact with it. What they could give on to me. But first we carried
How | would likeo resemble it; kinda like Oden and many beds to all the rooms for everyone to sleep on.

7



Afterwards me and Per went to get a pizza, a
Swedislpizza,... | must say they are pretty good!

A few days later, more people arrived and we were
divided into dwarfgroups, mine was Gandalf! With
some amazing group members, buhuist say | only
been to morning dwarf moot twice because | was
still in my bed. Il try to drink a bit less and try to go
to bed BEVOREG®'clock at IASC 2018.

At one stage everyone started calling me Sugar
because | made a stupid joke. While cookivigy-

britt asked where the sugar was, and | popped up in

here face and said "Here | am!II'
Maybe | should have thought about the
consequences, but it was totally worth it!

At one of Frigga's workshops about the runes | was
just mind blown. The impact itad on me still makes
my neck hairs stand up the moment | think about it!
I've never worked with runes before and | most
certainly didn't know anything about their meaning
or how they work. After singing a chant with the
group | went into trance, and | saaviot of eye
opening things.

At the big blot | attended as one of the
representatives for Sifyhichl felt very honoured to
do. My words were as followed:

Oh beautiful Sif, Lady with the golden
hair, ripening of the fruits, growing of
fields of gold, t he coming and going of
seasons,

Oh beautiful Sif, may we be granted with
a great harvest and plenty.

As said: | met a lot of new and beautiful kind people.
We celebrated every night around the campfire with
music, poetry and dancing! I'm already lookmg

for IASC 2018!!!

IASC 2018

Most likely, many readers will wonder where IASC 2018 will take @atéhis issomethingstill shrouded in
the mists of time. During the last AsatBlU network meeting at IASC 2(i%asdecided both England and
Spainto be an option. People from Gotland Forn Sed dsatri Ibérica are looking around in Spain and
members of KTW and AsatllK do their search in England. So, don't worryftheth IASC will happen!




Do you want more mead?...then be QUIET!

Experiencing a meadtasting surrounded by a flock of thirsty heathens.
By Miquel Sancho

It was about 16:00 hours on Sunday in Unnaryd. Johan showed himself a bit shy but Peentioned:
Some of us were at Vildmarksgymnasiet and it was Johan, a rather timid and softspoken person was to

known that some Dwarf groups started drinking introduce the new mead. | noticed his small smiles as

mead @s the actress said to the bishgpn the we where happier and happier.

morning meeting. Thus, around 30 happy dwarf

moody-like heathens attended the mead tasting. The crowd was more and more enthusiastic after
each mead, so as many did not just pour a single

At 16:15, these meadager people were sitting shot for amere sip and tasting it but rather many

inside a barn at Hembygdsparken. As a surprise to bottles were emptied at the end of tables, whilst
many, there were only two shot glasses per person praising the brewmaster's skills. There was plenty of
and some water jugs on the tables. Curiously, many toasts for almost everything on Midgard.

did not understand that from the beginning. Later

on, it was seen that water was to clean the glass andThere was a point in which the meadmaker was not

of course, reduce the arousing effect of mead. able to make himselbe heard by the loud honey
beverageinspired heathens, hence Fredrik had to
Then, Per Lundberg and Fredik Liljegren from say out and loud: Do you want more mead?...then be

Sveriges Asatrosamfund introduced Johan Pihl from QUIET!! And only just then, silence was made.
Mjodhamnen (www.mjodhamnen.se) who

proceeded to introduce each tiie meads: Var, At the end, as Per says: Towards the end Miquel
Sommar, Host, Vinter, Tatt av Vinden, S6t mot Bin, Sancho of Forn Sed Gotland, Catgia probably was
Dubbelt, Svarta Tranan, Dalafréd, Grunwaldzki and touched by the poetic mead and performed a poem
two Molska (a mix of beer and mead). And then it in Spanish with very vivid mimes and body

was when Ragnarok was sparked in the barn... movements to the enjoyment of all. What that poem
was about, well, that remains with all those that
In Per's words: As the tasting starteddathe 30 where at this happy andcstaticevent during ISC

heathensbeingjust that, heathens set in to enjoy  2015.

the mead, toasting before each new mead came  So this is how the dynamics of the evening went,

natural and spontaneously. The enthusiasm with its ups and downs. However, most people |
increased somehow as more and more mead was have asked have a good but not clear memory, like
consumed. Wonder why? Josep of Gotland Forn Sed: It is not that clear, | have

a rather blurred memory...but tons of hapass
indeed, that's what | can recall.
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Or Sebastian of Eldaring: From the tasting | that Mjodhamnen is the milestone of mead in
remember a lot of laughter, many hails to the Sweden. Not only for its quality but for daring to be
meadmaker and some very drunken guys and some inquisitive and experimnting on the use of unusual
crying kids, because weere too loud. Ah, and: good products in mead like mustard.
mead!

And last but not least, my praise does not only go for
It was a great experience to be able to taste such a the organization and the brewmaster, but for all the
huge variety of meads which probably managed to figreat people that was there and know how to party.
in everyone's taste. | must praise both the @ My honest Hail to all of you.
organization and the brewer. It is not easy to
organize such an evemt such premises, with such a PS*ask John 'Aswulf' for that reference, that
high quality mead and at such reasonable price. Of sentences his.
all the Swedish meads | tried, | can perfectly assure




Asatru -EU network statement

At IASC 2015 the Asatku network council agreed

This statement is still in the process of findlging

upon a joint statement concerning the hate against accepted by each groups' responsible entities and is
Iceland's Atruarfélagid and to publish a firm position supposed to be published on their websites. So far it

of the groups and organizations in it. Due to the
informal structure of the AsatdiEU network, this
statement had to be taken back to the individual
groups and was minimally altered in an discussion on
our bulletin board. We may now present the final

text:

"We, the groups and individuals behind
the Asatru -EU network support and
share Asatruarfélagid's n on -
discriminatory stance.

We believe in a reality populated by
uncountable beings, such as gods,
ancestors, land -wights, etins, humans,
etc., all co -existing with equal value and
unbreakable interdependance.

has been accepted by the following groups:

Eldaring e.V. (ER), Germany

Verein fir Germanisches Heidentum e.V. (VfGH),
Germany

De9 Werelden (D9W), Netherlands

Het Rad, Netherlands

Les Enfants d'Yggdrasill (LEY), France

Clan Ostara, France

Forn Sed Sverige (FSS), Sweden

The Kith of the Tree and the Well (KTW), UK
Asatru UK (AUK), UK

Asatru Ibérica, Spain

Gotland Forrsed (GFS), Spain

Besides the member groups of the AsaEU
network we have received messages from other

groups that support and share the joint statement:

We are firmly committed to Asatru as a
non -exc lusive religious approach,
heathenry is open for everyone who
chooses so.

We strongly believe in respect, in
respecting others and in frith, in open -
mindedness and the courage to grant

RWKHUV WKHLU VSDFH

NornirsAett, Germany
Asatru Schweiz, Switzerland
Heidenvlam, Netherlands




