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Welcome to Gothenburg
May 14   – 15 2018
Dear participant and friend
The world drug problem is both grave and serious. The use and abuse of illicit
drugs constitute a serious public health problem to individuals, their families
and close ones and to their communities. The production and trafficking in
drugs undermine integrity of governance and democracies and are associated
with violence and corruption across the world.
The good news is that the illicit drug problem has been contained to around
5 % prevalence in the global adult population. In comparison to the health
burden from commercialized, legally and culturally accepted drugs such as
alcohol or tobacco, which amounts for far many more users, illicit drugs use
is a problem that could get significantly larger if drug control was removed.
Legalization of drugs is therefore a public health disaster which is hard to
undo once it has happened.
The even better news is that science is beginning to map out an answer to how
we can address the world drug problem by addressing causes for substance
use, strengthening local communities and mobilize them to facilitate the full
recovery from addiction. If we can gather political will to act on what we know
through science to be working the world drug problem can be made signi
ficantly smaller.
We hope that our meeting here in Gothenburg is the first step on a trajectory
to a safer, healthier and drugfree world.

Sven-Olov Carlsson
International President
World Federation Against Drugs

Ann-Sofie Hermansson
Chair of the City Executive Board
City of Gothenburg
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Programme 2018
Monday may 14
08.30–10
10  –12

Registration
Inauguration
Ann-Sofie Hermansson, Chair of the City Executive Board, Gothenburg, Sweden.
Sven-Olov Carlsson, International president, WFAD.
Viggo Lütcherath, Chair, ECAD.
Senator Dr. Abubakar Bukola Saraki, President of the Senate, Nigeria.
Heiða Björg Hilmisdóttir, City Coouncillor, Reykjavik, Iceland.
Dag Endal, Project Coordinator, Drug Policy Futures.
Boro Goic, Chair, Recovered Users Network.
Bertha Madras, Professor of Psychobiology, Department of Psychiatry, Harvard Medical School.
Željko Petković, Acting Director, Office for Drugs and Crime, Government of Croatia.
Moderator, Erik Leijonmarck, Secretary General, ECAD.

12–13
13–14.30

Lunch
Seminar block 1
A. Gender, treatment, recovery

The seminar will discuss gender responsive treatment and recovery processes for women. Women’s
substance abuse is more stigmatized and less likely to be acknowledged than men’s. We know less
about the prevalence and patterns of women’s substance abuse and their treatment needs, but we
know that women in particular face barriers to treatment. Globally one third of every drug user is
a woman but only one out of five in treatment is a woman.
Speakers:
Deirdre Boyd, DB Recovery Resources, UK.
Asia Ashraf, Director Psychology Department, Sunny Trust International.

Addiction Treatment and Rehabilitation Centre, Pakistan.
Leena Haraké, Women’s Organisations Committee on Alcohol and Drugs, Sweden.
Moderator, Regina Mattsson, Chair, UN Women Gothenburg.
B. International standards on prevention

Prevention of drug use is one of the key provisions of international drug control systems to protect the
health and welfare of mankind. In March 2018 the updated version of the International standards on
prevention will be presented. The update is done jointly by UNODC and WHO. The standards will be
presented together with example on implementation of best practices from different parts of the world.
Speakers:
Wadih Maalouf, PhD, Programme Officer, Prevention, Treatment and Rehabilitation Section,

United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime.
Sue Thau, Public Policy Consultant, Community Anti-Drugs Coalitions, USA.
Moderator, Jo Baxter, Executive Director, Drug Free Australia, Vice President, WFAD.
C. Supply reduction in Peril?

13  –14.30 Seminar block 1 continued
D. Sustainable cities

In many parts of the world we can see a trend of increasing social risks, socioeconomic disadvantage and less capacity of its inhabitants to develop their human capacity. The result is often a
decrease in institutional trust and an increase in urban violence and organized crime. To tackle
this; to build a sustainable city takes time and can only be achieved through cooperation between
local stakeholders and governmental institutions. In this session both research area and best
practices till be presented.

Speakers:
Kim Nilvall, Swedish National Police (NOA), Sweden
Johanna Gripenberg, Medical Doctor at the Karolinska Institute and director of STAD, Sweden
Moderator, Mary Shields, ECAD Board Members

E. International Drug Policy and the Swedish Model (In Swedish)

The use of drugs has been present in human history for thousands of years. But the modern
drug problem is profoundly different from ancient use of mind altering plants. Chemistry, globalization and
scientific and commercial ingenuity in the last 100 years have created an availability and potency of narcotic
drugs that far surpasses traditional use.
What do different approaches to drug control have in common and where do they diverge? What is the
Swedish system and how does it relate to other European countries?
A historical review and geographical overview of the world drug problem
Erik Leijonmarck, Secretary General ECAD.
The Swedish drug policy
Per Johansson, Secretary General Association for Drug Free Society.

Swedish drug policy through the lense of ESPAD – comparison of adolescent drugs
use in European Countries
Björn Hibell, PhD, initiator of the ESPAD studies.

14.30  –  15 Coffee break
15.15  –16.45 Seminar block 2
A. Treatment and Harm reduction – as a part of recovery process

Everybody with drug use disorder must have access to a wide range of services. Harm reduction,
treatment and rehabilitation should be integrated and must aim to maximizing the affected individual’s
possibility to recover. In this session we will focus on how we can use harm reduction measures to
promote recovery. How can we improve Medical Assisted Treatment so more people can be encouraged
to move forward in the recovery process?
Speakers:
Ivan Celic, MD, psychiatrist-addictologist, Head of the Department of Dual Diagnosis,

University Psychiatric Hospital Vraspce - Zagreb, Croatia.

Abbas Deilamizade, Managing Director, Rebirth Society, Iran.
Margaret Kasoma, Serenity Harm Reduction Program Zambia.
Moderator, Monica Barzanti, San Patrignano Italy.

Much of the worlds drug supply emanates from two war torn countries – Colombia and Afghanistan.
In Afghanistan the opium economy has not been broken and the Taliban insurgency seems likely to
persist for a long time. In Colombia a peace deal has been struck which gives hope for a closure of
insurgency and violence. But what will happen to the country’s cocaine production? How should the
international community react to the opium and cocaine production?
Speakers:
Dr Thomas Pietschmann, Research officer UNODC.
Dr Michael Jonsson, FOI - Swedish Defence Research Agency.

Moderator, Bob Bushman, President, National Narcotics Officers’ Association Coalition, USA.
4
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15.15  –16.45 Seminar block 2 continued
B. Prevention in a changing world

The world id developing and changing in what seems like an increasing speed. New technologies
and preconditions are some of the challenges and possibilities that the youth of today is facing. How
can we best take advantage of the possibilities to face the challenges of today with for example new
drugs entering the market? Organizations working with youth from around the world will tell us about
their experiences and practices.

The 25th Mayors´ Conference

Tuesday may 15
09   –10

Karin Jordås, Secretary General, Mentor International, Sweden.
Wadih Maalouf ”International Standards on Prevention”

PhD, Programme Office, Prevention, Treatment and Rehabilitation Section, United Nations
Office on Drugs and Crime.

Neil McKeganey ”Halting the international drift towards Legalisation”

Speakers:
Thuraya Ismail, Executive Director, Mentor Arabia Foundation, Lebanon, DARE youth

Ph.D FRSA, Director, Centre for Substance Use Research, UK.
Moderator, Fred Nyberg, professor at Department of Pharmaceutical Biosciences,
Uppsala University, Sweden.

advisory board, USA.

Immaculate Nanziri, Uganda Youth Development Link, Uganda.

Moderator, Håkan Leifman, Director, Swedish Council on Alcohol and Other Drugs, Sweden.

10  –10.30

Coffee Break

This session will include an update around the latest research on cannabis as well as an overview
on the development in the US, with a special focus on the development in Colorado, one of the
first states to legalize and commercialize cannabis in the US.

10.30  –12

Seminar block 3

C. Cannabis, lack of control?

Speakers:
Bertha K. Madras, PhD, Professor of Psychobiology, Department of Psychiatry,

Harvard Medical School, USA.

Kevin Sabet, PhD, Director, Drug Policy Institute, University of Florida, President,

Smart Approaches to Marijuana, USA.
George Ochieng Odalo, Executive Director, Slum Child Foundation, Kenya .
Justin Luke Riley, President & CEO, Young people in Recovery, USA.
Moderator, Fred Nyberg, professor at Department of Pharmaceutical Biosciences,
Uppsala University, Sweden.
D. Recovery cities

Recovery from drug addiction is possible. While individuals can attempt to overcome their addiction,
they can only do so much on their own. After all, recovery is not only about controlling drug use but
also requires meaningful activities and positive social networks that foster a sense of selfworth and
belonging as well as the hope that change is possible. It also requires a community that is willing to
accept that people can recover and reintegrate.
Sheffield Hallam University, Ghent University and the city of Gothenburg in Sweden have started
to outline how a recovery city would look like in practice.
Speakers:
David Best, Sheffield Hallam University.
Charlotte Colman, University of Ghent.

Moderator, Gregory McDermott, Head of Unit, Unit for outpatient care and treatment,

City of Gothenburg, Sweden.

E. Preventing drugs – from theory to practice (In Swedish)

Initiation of drugs use is often done during adolescence. We know from theory that successful
prevention of problems up streams prevents even bigger problems down the river. What is being
done in practice to mitigate causes of drugs use in municipality and in school settings in Sweden?
What policies apply and what measures can be taken to intervene?
Science and evidence on prevention
Charli Eriksson, Professor Örebro Universitet.

Preventing drugs in Gothenburg
Ulla Kungur, Development manager, Kunskapskällar’n, Göteborgs stad.
Jessica Andersson, Development manager, Kunskapskällar’n, Göteborgs stad.
Drug Free schools – how do we do it?
Staffan Hübinette, Teacher and author.
Bert-Inge Karlsson, School counselor, Klippans Gymnasieskola.

Moderator, Elisabeth Thulin, Board member ECAD Sweden, Ystad.
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Plenary session

A. New research on recovery

The latest research on recovery will be presented from Sheffield Hallam University,
Ghent University and the Centre for Substance Use Research by three of the leading
researchers on recovery in the world.

Speakers:
Charlotte Colman, prof. Dr., Institute for International Research on Criminal Policy,

Department of Criminology, Criminal law and Social Law, Ghent University, Belgium.

David Best, Professor Criminology, Department of Law and Criminology, Sheffield Hallam

University, UK.

Neil McKeganey, PhD, FRSA, Director, Centre for Substance Use Research, UK.
Moderator, Mulka Nisic, Celebrate recovery, Bosnia and Herzegovina.

B. Implementation of the UNGASS outcome document in the global south

The 2016 UNGASS Outcome Document provides a comprehensive menu for the broad, balanced
and effective drug policy, based on public health, human rights and the three international drug
conventions. Now the challenge is implementation at national and local level. The global south has
its specific challenges in policy implementation, in particular to link drug policies with development
efforts. On the other hand, there are also unique qualities that can be used for mobilizing citizens
and communities. Experienced NGOs and national representatives will discuss challenges and
possibilities and present tools used and progress made.
Speakers:
Eze Eluchie, Executive Director, People Against Drugs Dependence and Ignorance, Nigeria.
Issah Ali, Executive Director, Vision for Alternative Development, Ghana.
Niklas Matti, Program Manager, International Department, IOGT-NTO Movement NACADA.
Moderator, Dag Endal, Project coordinator, FORUT, Norway.
C. Organized Crime, Illicit Drugs and Terrorism

What are the linkages?
Illicit drug production in weak states have enriched guerrillas, militias, organized crime groups,
terrorist groups and corrupt governments alike. Violence, corruption and insecurity threaten the
integrity and legitimacy of governments and their institutions.
Yet, it is not so easy as to equate tough drug control with increased levels of violence. The illicit
drug trade is more violent in some parts of the world than others. What are the linkages between
organized crime, drug trade and terrorism? What blame can be attributed to the so called war on
drugs and how should the vicious cycle of state fragility, conflict and weak rule of law be turned into
a virtuous cycle of increased security and development?
Speakers:
Dr Vanda Felbab-Brown, Senior Fellow Brookings Institute.

Moderator, Walter Kegö, Senior Fellow Institute for Security and Development Policy.
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Seminar block 3 continued

The 25th Mayors´ Conference

13  –14.30

D. Treatment of drug addiciton (In Swedish)

D. Swedish Police Narcotics Strategy (In Swedish)

Female drug users and women in recovery are exposed to several difficulties. Mothers who are in
recovery should have the right to treatment and support services which enables them to remain
emotionally connected with their children. Female drug users should have the option of choosing
drug free treatment, not only medication.

What is the role of law enforcement in combatting drugs? What intervention mechanisms
are present for adolescent drug use, small scale trafficking, retail sale or largescale trafficking.
What happens to the person with drug use or addiction?
What role does law enforcement intervention in drug markets play for the disruption of
other crimes such as shootings and organized crime?
What sanctions are available to remedy ongoing abuse? Are any penalties missing and what
can be developed? What is the working relationship between the police, social services and the
healthcare sector?

Girls and Womens right to Drugs Free Treatment
Leena Haraké, Head of department, Women’s Organisations Committee on Alcohol

and Drugs, Sweden.
Sara Woldu, Criminals Return into Society.
Kerstin Eriksson, Secretary General, Svenskar och Invandrade mot Narkotika.
Lena Stenberg, Founder and director of, Kvinnohemmet Rosen.

12  –13
13  –14.30

Speakers:
Lennart Karlson, Detective Norrmalmspolisen, Chair Swedish Narcotic Officers Association.

Political debate between the Swedish Social Democratic Party and the Moderate Party on
political priorities after the 2018 election.

Lunch
Seminar block 4
A. Recovery ready communities

This session will elaborate around what is necessary in society to enable recovery from substance
use disorder and associated high-risk behaviors. We go into depth on what it will take to make
our communities recovery-ready. We will also learn from practical experience on housing, social
enterprise and mapping of existing resources in society.
Speakers:
Justin Luke Riley, President & CEO, Young People in Recovery, USA.
Paul Molloy, Founder and CEO, Oxford House, USA.
Boro Goic, Chair, Celebrate Recovery, Bosnia and Herzegovina.
Peter Johansson and AnnCharlotte Gustavsson, Vägen Ut! Sweden.

Moderator, Linda Nilsson, Secretary General, World Federation Against Drugs.

Seminar block 4 continued

15  –16.30

Grand Finale
Asia Ashraf, Director Psychology, Department, Sunny Trust International Addiction
Treatment and Rehabilitation Centre, Pakistan.
Bob Bushman, President, National Narcotics Officers’ Association Coalition, USA.
Johanna Gripenberg, MD, Ph.D., Head of department, Stockholm Prevents Alcohol and
Drug Problems, Sweden.
Thomas Pietschmann, Research Officer UNODC.
Robert L. DuPont, President, Institute for Behavior and Health, USA.
Marina Johansson, City Councillor, City of Gothenburg, Chair, ECAD-Sweden.
Moderator, Linda Nilsson, Secretary General, World Federation Against Drugs.

B. Recovery initiated by the criminal justice system

Instead of being an obstacle to recovery, the criminal justice system should become a powerful engine
of recovery. Alternatives to incarceration and care after prison are key factors to encourage recovery
for people in contact with the criminal justice system. In this session solution focused courts move
ments will be highlighted, the Drug Treatment Courts and Hawaii’s Opportunity Probation with
Enforcement will be presented. Also Recovery movement will present on how they are working with
motivation and coaches in prison settings.
Speakers:
Judge Peggy Fulton Hora, President of the Justice Speakers Insitutte, USA.
Steve Alm, Hawaii’s Opportunity Probation wiht Enforcement, USA.
Ali Reunanen, Criminals Return into Society, Sweden.

Moderator, Mike Sabin, former drug enforcement detective, drug policy and education specialist,

New Zealand.

C. Iceland knows how to stop teen substance abuse, but the rest of the world is not listening

On Iceland, substance use has decreased consistently for over 20 years to very low levels. The key
in Iceland’s success lie in the use of an evidence based primary prevention model to change youth
behavior, not their attitudes. Through mapping of risk and protective factors in the lives of children
and their local communities, tailormade and consistent action can be taken to improve life conditions
and the way children are brought up. The results are so strong and well documented that the rest of
the world is beginning to see that Iceland may be revolutionizing our understanding of
what prevention can accomplish. Local communities in more than 40 countries are now seeking
to implement the model.

Prevent
don´t
promote

Mobilize
communities

Rediscover
recovery

Speakers:
Jon Sigfusson, Director Icelandic Centre for Social and Research Analysis.
Patricia Ros García, Director Service of Drugs Prevention, City Hall of Tarragona.
Adrian Sarbu, Head of Department for the Relation with the Civil Society and other

Social Actors from the General Directorate of Social Welfare, Bucharest Municipality.
Moderator, Viggo Lütcherath, Chair ECAD.
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Foto: Kristian Pohl / Regeringskansliet

The Government
of Sweden has
three priorities
for international
drug policy
The Government of Sweden is committed to the full imple
mentation of the United Nation’s drug control conventions.
The conventions have the overall purpose of protecting health
and welfare of mankind. This must be our focus. The right to
health is a guiding principle for all; children and youth, men
and women, and people with substance use disorders.

3. Gender equality

We attach great importance to the need for better balance
between different efforts and initiatives internationally. The
overall purpose – to protect and improve health – must be
even more prominent in drug policy worldwide.

The drug phenomenon is truly horizontal by nature. Initiatives
and interventions spans over many policy areas and includes
several stakeholders, both governmental and non-governmental.

The Outcome Document of the Special Session of the
UN General Assembly on the World Drug Problem
– UNGASS 2016 – is a milestone and a progressive step
forward in the discussions on international drug policy. It is
now time for implementation. The broadened and reshaped
approach to international drug policy is important and should
serve as the basis for our future deliberations. The Government
of Sweden has three priorities for international drug policy:

1. Public Health
Increased focus on prevention, early detection and intervention,
risk and harm reduction, treatment, rehabilitation, social rein
tegration and recovery, to promote health and welfare. We will
continue to promote a public health oriented approach.

2. Human Rights
Drug policy must be founded upon, and fully respect, human
rights. Everyone has the right to life, liberty and security of
person. We will react against oppression, violence and dis
crimination. The death penalty should globally be abolished,
including for drug-related crime.

10

A gender perspective must be streamlined into all relevant
aspects of drug policy so that men’s and women’s specific
needs and situations are taken into account. Equality and
gender equality should not be treated as a specific track but
as an integral part of the policy area.

All relevant United Nations entities must therefore be involved.
The World Health Organization has a crucial role to play, in
close cooperation with the United Nations Office on Drugs and
Crime. We cannot limit ourselves to focusing only on limiting
the supply of, and demand for, drugs. The drugs issue must be
an integral part of our international efforts to prevent and fight
poverty, and thereby be part of our commitment to the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development.
To further the implementation of the UNGASS Outcome
Document, and realizing a balanced and public health orien
ted drug policy, we need a broad and open discussion. Nongovernmental and civil society organizations thus play a vital
role in our collective and international efforts. Individuals and
organizations with hands on experience provide us with insight,
perspectives and knowledge of realities beyond what could only
be imagined.
I hope the World Forum Against Drugs will be successful in its
deliberations and in enabling these discussions. I wish you all
the best and good luck!

Equivalent support and help
– the argument for strong outpatient care
Equal access to help regardless of where you live in the city.
This is the reasoning behind the city of Gothenburg’s new plan
to tackle substance misuse and dependency.

More and more people are dying from illicit drug use and
poly drug use is increasing. To reverse this trend, the city of
Gothenburg developed a plan for action. The plan takes a
joined-up and far-sighted approach to the whole city’s drug
addiction treatment. The most important aspect is to increase
equality: to have access to the best possible support in order to
break addiction, regardless of where you live in the city.
Four areas will be prioritised from 2018–2020:

A coherent and coordinated addiction treatment
program in the city.
The city’s treatment service shall be built on common values.
Efforts shall be coordinated to be available to everyone.

Evidence-based work and demonstrable
expertise
Everyone shall be offered interventions based on best available
practice and knowledge. We will use best practices and methods
from the national guidelines for treatment of substance misuse
and dependency. We also need to learn more about what contri
butes to recovery and exit processes from abuse and dependency.
We know WHAT we need to do to develop the city’s addiction
treatment. Now we will increase the speed on HOW we will
implement the work needed to be done. An intensive program
is underway to put strategies into action. In 2020 we will have
a strong and universal addiction treatment program that we are
proud of !

Available and individual services
The journey away from addiction is often long and winding and
the support needed can vary. Everyone shall have the right to
individually tailored support. We need a strong outpatient care
to be able to give the right support, at the right moment, to the
right extent. We need to strengthen the influence of people with
addiction and be mindful of the support they as well as those
closest to them need.

Collaboration that enables and develops
The different areas of the city need to work together if everyone is
to get equal access to help. Substance misuse and dependency are
not something that the city can cope with on its own. Therefore
we will work with other actors, in particular healthcare services
for drug addiction, correctional facilities and the civil society.

Annika Strandhäll
Minister of Health and Social Affairs
Government of Sweden
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San Patrignano
has provided
support for over
27 000 people

San Patrignano celebrates
its 40th anniversary
In recent years, the landscape of drug-use has changed along with
patterns of use and types of drugs. However, one thing remains the
same: the consequences suffered by people affected by addiction,
as well as their families and communities.

San Patrignano has insight and experience

Commission on Narcotic Drugs in Vienna

San Patrignano celebrates its 40th anniversary in 2018, for
San Patrignano this milestone provides a good opportunity
for assessing the drug situation and evolution that has taken
place. In order to identify lessons to be learned and used in
the future, San Patrignano examines changes and continuity
and evaluate methods in supporting people. Founded in 1978,
San Patrignano has provided support, completely free of charge,
for over 27,000 people, by offering a home, medical and legal
assistance, as well as the possibility of continuing their studies,
attending job training, and being reintegrated into society after
the process.

For their 40th anniversary, in order to widen their analysis,
San Patrignano organized a side event at the Commission on
Narcotic drugs in Vienna. A panel was gathered to provide a
decade of expertise on the area of recovery, rehabilitation and
social reintegration. The panel was guested by CeIS, founded in
1971, Dianova International, originating from an organiza
tion founded 1974 and Basta Arbetskooperativ inspired by
San Patrignano 25 years ago and created as a Swedish version
– all of which center their interventions around the person.
Considering the person, not the addiction. Kenneth Arctander,
from Recovered Users Network, added an historical overview
of the Therapeutic Community model and its capacity to
address different issues due to its flexibility and capacity to
adapt to peoples changing needs.

During these 40 years, San Patrignano has gained insight and
experience through direct contact with people who ask for
support in battling addiction. San Patrignano has collected a
vast amount of data that has been systematically examined to
identify common features, paths and changes across genera
tions and throughout the years. According to San Patrignano,
the data collected can be used to provide suggestions for better
and more human centered drug policies as well as support
improvement of services offered as well as assess learning out
comes in order to improve current and future policies.
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The discussion provided a shared analysis of new emerging
challenges, most of which were – not surprisingly, common in
all countries where the organizations operate. Out of people
admitted to services, there has been a decrease in the amount
of people who solely inject drugs, in particular heroin. While
the majority of people admitted today have different methods
of intake (60% vs. 40% at San Patrignano) and use heroin as

well as, temporarily or as an alternative, to other drugs. This
decrease is combined with an increased awareness of people who
inject drugs to avoid at risk behaviors, such as sharing syringes,
while at risk sexual behavior is increasing.
Consequently, there is a dramatic decrease in blood-borne viral
infection, with HIV in particular at its lowest level since the
beginning of the epidemic, whilst on the other hand HCV
infections remain high. Today the percentage of people with
criminal records or have been imprisoned are low, perhaps due
to milder application of laws concerning substance use. Also
people with previous experience of residential treatment are
lessening. The analysis showed a constant progression toward
poly-substance addiction with a doubled percentage of people
who add alcohol to their dependencies (now over 40%). A
part from addiction, mental issues and physiological and/or
psychiatric disorders are more frequent amongst people with
addiction problems. Resulting in an increased number of double
diagnosis, especially among youth – often requiring a complex
combination of interventions.

There is much we still do not know
Although the gender ratio of adults battling addiction remains
at 1 woman out of 5 men, San Patrignano highlights a worri
some fact that the amount of teenage girls who use substances,
cannabis and NPS in particular, are almost reaching the heights
of their male peers. Simultaneously when it comes to other
dependencies such as excessive internet use, online gaming and
gambling as well as other risk behavior there is a general increase
among both genders.
The increasing number of young people who use substances for
so called recreational purposes is troubling, as it is scientifically
proven that the use of psychoactive substances in an adolescent
brain may affect cognitive development which in turn can nega
tively impact or disrupt a young person’s life trajectory. CRAN
(Collaborative Research on Addiction at NIH) is a partnership
between NIAAA (National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and
Alcoholism), NIDA (National Institute on Drug Abuse), and

NCI (National Cancer Institute) started ABCD, the largest
longterm study of brain development and child and adolescent
health in the United States, recognizing the urgent need for a
better understanding of the long term impact of substance use
and other environmental exposures on the developing brain
and functional outcomes: Advances in neuroimaging research
had already shown that adolescence entails dramatic changes in
brain structure and function.
This knowledge has intensified long standing concerns about
the fact that the use of potentially addictive substances typically
begins during this period, since it helps explain why the deve
loping brain may be more vulnerable to drugs’ short – and longterm effects. There is much we still do not know about how
drug use and other experiences during adolescence influence
development to interfere with later healthy outcomes”.
https://www.addictionresearch.nih.gov/abcd-study
In light of these concerns and scientific evidence, San Patrignano
opts for extreme cautiousness in changing the legal status of any
drugs. Referring to cannabis in particular that is experiencing
a huge spread for medical and recreational purposes, without
necessary medical trials. Young people’s perception of the dangers
of cannabis use is at a record low, while THC levels have in
creased, risking adverse health effects. The larger the number
of youth who experiment with drugs, the higher the number of
those at risk of developing addiction and adverse mental health
effects. Which may lead to school dropout and failures in ability
to reach economic autonomy.
If we consider that low-level economic and social conditions
increase the risk of developing addiction and being involved in
criminal behavior, we realize that we are condemning a large
portion of the young generation to a state of inferiority, with no
possibility of social growth and personal development. All the
money allocated from profits of the marijuana industry cannot
justify this disaster.
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Oceania – a summary report on
illicit drugs for WFAD may 2018

3. Is there a tendency towards more
permissive drug policy? Yes
In Australia and New Zealand, Harm Reduction (only) has
an impact on the entire Oceania region, where policy is being
promoted as ‘good, safe public health practice’. Examples that
normalise and accept drug use with the consequence of increa
sing use and harm are:

Jo Baxter, Vice President WFAD, representing Oceania

•	In Australia, school drug education appears to have lost
momentum and is not mandatory.

1. How is the policy development?

2. Is there an increase in illicit drug use? Yes.

Drug policies in Australia and New Zealand are based on
Harm Reduction, rather than Harm Prevention. Apart from
these two countries, reliable data on drug trends, use, trafficking
and control is not readily available in Oceania. Despite regular
appeals from United Nations bodies such as the International
Narcotics Control Board, (INCB) for smaller countries in
Oceania to improve their data collection practices, this does
not appear to have eventuated.

2.1 Prevalence of drug use – Oceania is highest world wide

In Australia there are three pillars that underpin drug policy:
Supply Reduction, Demand Reduction and Harm Reduction.
However for over 30 years, Harm Reduction has been given
priority and Demand Reduction has been largely overlooked by
policy makers. This is playing out with devastating consequences
including:
•	An alarming culture of ‘drug normalisation’ and acceptance
of drug use.
•	Creating strong demand in the Australian market for
illicit substances.
•	Enabling a lucrative market for methamphetamines
from Asia.

Substance

Oceania

Europe

Asia

America

Africa

Opioids

3.03

0.89

0.59

2.46

0.53

Cocaine

1.89

0.98

0.08

1.38

0.78

Cannabis

14.7

5.4

3.0

7.8

9.8

Amphe
tamines

*2.08

0.59

1.26

1.33

1.54

Ecstasy

2.49

0.86

0.79

0.53

0.33

* NB: Australia’s methamphetamine use rates may be taken as conservative,
based on Waste Water testing.

2.2 The United Nations reports an increase in methampheta
mine production in recent years. Large seizures by customs and
police are a regular occurrence in Australia.

• Increased burden of disease (both mental and physical);
•	Drug treatment and rehabilitation services unable to cope
with overwhelming waiting lists.
•	A real sense of despair, or ‘giving up the fight’ by demoralised
and increasingly angry communities.
In New Zealand there are also three ‘pillars’ of drug policy
– Supply Control, Demand Reduction and Problem Limi
tation. In effect these amount to a very similar response to
that of Australian policy.

In New Zealand in 2016 the proceeds of criminal activities
were used to support a range of new initiatives in schools,
including a pilot of a “whole-school approach” framework to
reduce alcohol and drug harm.. However, the website indicates
more of a ‘harm reduction’ focus rather than harm prevention
www.drugfoundation.org.nz/info/schools/a-whole-schoolapproach
Discussion point:
It will be important to look at the outcomes as they emerge
from any evaluation of this pilot.

•	An injecting room (or drug consumption room) in Sydney.
A second one is to be opened in Melbourne in June 2018.
•	Needle and Syringe Programs that lack accountability
including no exchange or needles, nor referral requirement,
no names of needle recipients recorded and the installation
of syringe vending machines in public places, where anyone
can insert a coin into the slot and obtain syringes.
•	Most Drug Users receive light or even suspended sentences
– where diversion programs are in place.

Discussion Points:

1. Unless wisely managed, there may be unintended conse
quences in a message to the community that ‘Cannabis is safe’
when the science clearly indicates it is not;
2.	This Advisory Council was formed after legislation was
passed. Is it a case of ‘shutting the gate after the horse
has bolted’ ?
3.	W hat stage have the clinical trials reached? When will the
results be made publically available ?
In New Zealand, changes in Medicinal Cannabis legislation
came into effect in September 2017. The requirement for
ministerial approval for the prescription of cannabidiol products
was removed, as were related requirements for import licences,
the keeping of records on controlled drugs and stock-keeping.
Prescriptions from medical doctors would be allowed for a
supply of up to three months rather than one, as previously.
Another change was that the new Misuse of Drugs Amend
ment Regulations 2017 allowed for cannabidiol products
containing up to two per cent of other cannabinoids, including
THC.
Discussion Point:
Will this obvious softening of the laws lead to an increased
illicit trade, as had occurred in parts of the United States?

4. Which factors do you assess to be the
most crucial in the future?
4.1 Prioritising Demand Reduction, Primary Prevention
and focussing on recoverybased rehabilitation.

•	There are long waiting lists nationwide for placement in
rehab centres and many rural communities are grossly
underserviced.

4.2 Being more vigilant and strategic in addressing the
trafficking of drugs, particularly amphetaminetype
stimulants, due to the region’s geographical proximity to
illicit drug manufacturing centres in the Golden Triangle.

Discussion Point:
There are two powerful, long term solutions to this diabolical
situation of preventable suffering:

4.3 Resourcing and supporting smaller nations in the region
to collect data to assist their capacity to report on drug
issues as well as good practice.

•	Greater efforts in Demand Reduction to change the culture
of drug use.
• A focus on recoverybased interventions.

Demand in Australia is high, making us a direct target of the
enormous meth labs that are well established in Myanmar and
other parts of Asia.Trafficking in methamphetamine and its
precursor chemicals has also increased in the Pacific island
countries and territories are emerging as transit and destination
points for trafficking.
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Discussion Point:
There is a need for governments to re-establish a mandatory
level of effective school drug education in schools, similar to
successful campaigns such as the National School Drug
Education Strategy and the ‘Quit’ Tobacco Campaign.

framework for the cultivation of and access to cannabis for
medical purposes. The first meeting of the Australian Advisory
Council on the Medicinal Use of Cannabis was held on 7 April
2017.

•	High priority given to Methadone maintenance programs
which are heavily subsidised by government to reduce
personal costs – many people remain on methadone for life,
often sell it on the black market. Overdose rates are high.
•	Soft laws on the use of Recreational Cannabis – where at
most, people are given a warning, or, at worst charged a
small expiation fee.
Medicinal Cannabis in the Region:
In Australia, the Narcotic Drugs Amendment Act 2016 was
introduced in October 2016. The Act provides a legislative

Conclusion
Demand is the key driver of drug use. The culture of
demand can be changed. ‘Only clear and unambiguous
policy frameworks, along with policy implementation
which ensures Demand Reduction and Prevention
– along with effective drug exiting Recovery Programs
– will see the health, community and familial outcomes
that societies focused on reducing drug use can achieve’.
(Dalgarno Institute).
(Please note that this is an extract from the fully referenced
Regional Report for Oceania, which can be found at
www.wfad.se.)
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Reception

Musical performance
by Musikprojektet

Dinner
Monday May 14, 7 pm

Where: 	Auktionsverkets Kulturarena,
Tredje Långgatan 9, Gothenburg
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Foto: Ted Olsen

The City of Gothenburg and World Federation Against Drugs invites all participants to the
Reception Dinner.
The venue is located in old harbor quarters that has become the city’s most vibrant area.
Here you will find restaurants, bars, shops and cafes as well as galleries and antique shops.
Within the old auction hall from 1892 lies Auktionsverkets Kulturarena.
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Foto: Ted Olsen

When:

During the dinner, a musical performance
will be held by Musikprojektet, or the Musical
Project. The group consists of people with
experience of homelessness, who play and
sing alongside personnel, volunteers and
musicians in the beautiful Linnéa Church
in Gothenburg.
The group meets every Tuesday to re
hearse together. The melodies are often
sung in choir, all types of music are played
and participants are free to suggest songs
and melodies. Musikprojektet takes on new
challenges and projects such as gigs and
partnerships, and hopes to expand both
nationally and internationally.
Although high ambitions, it is the days
we spend together, singing and playing
music, that are the most important. That
is where it happens, where people meet,
every week.
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Speakers
Abbas Deilamizade

AnnCharlotte Gustavsson

Bert-Inge Karlsson

Bob Bushman

As Chairman in Asian DDR NGOs
Association (ADNA) and Mana
ging Director at Rebirth Society,
a non-profi organization, Abbas
Deilamizade sees a good variety of
solutions that are offered by politicians
and researchers when it comes to sub
stance addiction. According to Abbas
Deilamizade two contradictory ideas,
abstinence based treatment and harm
reduction, can be integrated. “Speaking out of experience,
Rebirth Society rooted in abstinence based drug recovery,
proved successful to have abstinence and harm reduction inte
ractively complement and reinforce each other.”

AnnCharlotte Gustavsson has a
bachelor in Social Work and has
worked for over thirty years within
Prison and Probation Service. Ann
Charlotte Gustavsson has amongst
other areas focused on developing
methods regarding civil participation
and with women serving sentences.
AnnCharlotte Gustavsson is a trained
MI-trainer (motivational inter
viewing) and has cooperated in training correctional treatment
employees in MI. AnnCharlotte Gustavsson has for the
past eight years worked at Vägen ut! Kooperativen (Exit!
Cooperatives) with developing and securing quality in labor
integrating social enterprises. She currently holds the position
of franchise leader for the treatment concept at one of Vägen
ut!’s housing facilities, Villa Vägen ut!

Bert-Inge Karlsson works as Counselor
at Klippan’s High School in Sweden.
Bert-Inge Karlsson has previously
worked in drug treatment and as coor
dinator of the Swedish Municipalities’
work within the drug field. Bert-Inge
Karlsson has been the engine in imple
menting a new drug policy including
random drug testing among students at
Klippan’s High School. This model is
today used by a vast amount of schools in Sweden.

Bob Bushman is the President of
National Narcotic Officers’ Associa
tions’ Coalition, USA. Having worked
for 24 years within the narcotics unit
as an undercover investigator, a field
agent, and a field supervisor, Bob
Bushman was appointed Minnesota’s
first Statewide Gang and Drug Task
Force Coordinator in 2006, and has
directed and coordinated the activities
of 24 drug and violent crime task forces throughout Minnesota.
Providing technical assistance, developing and delivering
training programs, and measuring policy compliance through
the evaluation of field and administrative operations. He
implemented a statewide guidelines manual and event
deconfliction system to promote officer safety during law
enforcement operations.

Abubakar Bukola Saraki
Senator Dr. Abubakar Bukola Saraki
is the President of the 8th Senate and
Chairman, National Assembly of the
Federal Republic of Nigeria. Dr. Saraki
is currently serving his second term as
Senator representing Kwara Central.
Before his election Dr. Saraki had
been twice elected as Gvernor of
Kwara State, North Central Nigera,
serving for a period of eight years.
During this time, Dr. Saraki delivered major reforms for the
benefit for its citizens. Since the time Dr. Saraki became
President of Senate, he has already demonstrated a remarkable
ability to engineer bi-partisan cooperation and consensus on
important issues such as the screening of ministerial nominees
and the 2016 Appropriation Bill.

Ali Reunanen
Ali Reunanen is an Addictologist and
runs ARA, Ali Reunanen Addicto
logist, business since 2011. As an
addictologist, Ali Reunanen works to
transform peoples’ addiction to resource
and knowledge, involving areas of
alcohol/drugs, criminality, gambling,
work, shopping and food addiction.
Ali Reunanen also works within the
business sector, supporting companies
that in one way or another have stagnated in their work rela
tions or have lost motivation. Having previous experience
of addiction and criminality, Ali Reunanen was active in
starting KRIS, “Criminals’ Revenge in Society” in 1997. Since
then, Ali Reunanen has worked for different treatment facilities
throughout Sweden as well as an operations developer (2007
–2010) for the drug wing at NVB. Ali Reunanen is currently
Secretary of the Board of KRIS National.
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Bertha Madras

Chair of the City Executive Board,
City of Gothenburg. Ann-Sofie
Hermansson has a Bachelor of Arts,
majoring in Sociology, from the
University of Gothenburg and has
held position of local representative,
Swedish Social Democrats, in the
European Parliament, been a Member
of the Chief Guardians’ Committee
in Gothenburg and has previously
worked as policy advisor to the Social Democrats and policy
officer in the Swedish Trade Union Confederation, Stockholm.

Bertha K. Madras, PhD, is a professor
of Psychobiology at Harvard Medical
School, based at McLean Hospital
and cross-appointed at the Massa
chusetts General Hospital. Bertha
Madras’ research takes focus on
neurobiology, imaging, and medica
tion development for neuropsychiatric
disorders. Bertha Madras has held
the position of Deputy Director for
Demand Reduction in the White House Office of National
Drug Control Policy, a presidential appointment confirmed
unanimously by the US Senate. Dr. Madras recently served as a
panelist at the Vatican Pontifical Academy of Sciences and was
appointed as one of six members of the President’s Commission
on Combating Drug Addiction and the Opioid Crisis in 2017.
Furthermore, Dr. Madras is recipient of an NIH MERIT award
and a NIDA Public Service Award among others

Asia Ashraf

Björn Hibell

Ann-Sofie Hermansson

Asia Ashraf holds a Bachelor in
Applied Psychology, Chemistry, and
Zoology and Masters in Applied
Psychology, from Punjab University,
Pakistan. Asia Ashraf is the Director
Rehabilitation and Head of Psychology
Department at Sunny Trust,
Addiction Treatment and Rehabi
litation Centre. Besides manage
ment, program implementation and
monitoring, as well as supervision of treatment and rehabili
tation, she has created the first ‘Recovery Club’ - A self-help
and mutual-help program at Sunny Trust. Under the flagship
of Sunny Trust, Asia Ashraf is currently setting up separate,
female-friendly treatment and rehabilitation center for women
with drug use and mental health disorders.

Björn Hibell, PhD, has worked in
the alcohol and drug field for more
than 40 years. In the late 1970’s and
early 80’s he worked at the University
of Stockholm. For almost 30 years,
Björn Hibell was the Managing
Director of the Swedish Council for
Information on Alcohol and Other
Drugs (CAN). Together with a
colleague, Björn Hibell initiated the
European School Survey project on Alcohol and Other Drugs
(ESPAD), the coordination work had its base at the European
Monitoring Centre for Drugs and Drug Addiction (EMCD
DA) in Lisbon.Between 1995 –2013, Björn Hibell was a Board
member of the International Council on Alcohol and Addica
tions (ICAA) as well as a member of the Scientific Committee
of EMCDDA between 2001–2013.

Boro Goic
After successfully completing
rehabilitation, Boro Goic has been
actively involved in the recovery field
since 2002. Boro Goic established the
NGO Celebrate Recovery, with the
aim to help individuals and families
recover from drug addiction and is
active in grass root activities in Bosnia
and Herzegovina. In 2013 Boro Goic
became Chair of Recovered Users
Network, a unique European platform which represents the
voices and rights of previous users. Furthermore, Boro Goic
has been part of a global drug policy debate as a representative
of recovered users and advocates for balanced and recovery
oriented drug policies on national, European and UN level.

Charli Eriksson
Charli Eriksson, professor emeritus
in Public Health Sciences previously
at University of Örebro, has been stu
dying what works in drug prevention.
As the former director of the Natio
nal center for child health promotion,
Charli has been publishing on public
health and on evidence for effective
prevention of drugs use and health
promotion.
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Charlotte Colman

David Best

Erik Leijonmarck

Heiða Björg Hilmisdóttir

Prof. dr. Charlotte Colman’s work
is deployed to the research group
“Institute for International Research
on Criminal Policy” (IRCP) attached
to the Department of Criminology,
Criminal law and Social law at Ghent
University, Belgium. In her career,
Charlotte Colman has been working
on different national, international,
and EU research projects concerning,
amongst other areas, drug policy evaluation, recovery and
desistance as well as alternatives to incarceration for drug-in
volved offenders, drug-related crime and drug supply. In 2017,
Charlotte Colman was granted a FWO postdoctoral fellowship
to continue her previous research on recovery capital in desistance
and recovery.

David Best is Professor of Crimino
logy at the Department of Law and
Criminology at Sheffield Hallam
University and visiting Associate
Professor of Addiction Studies at
Monash University, Melbourne.
David Best holds multiple degrees
including a Master’s degree in Crimi
nology and a PhD in the Psychology
of Addictions. Having authored three
books on addiction recovery, as well as written a vast number of
publications, book chapters and technical reports, David Best’s
current research revolves around recovery pathways, recovery
capital and its measures, social identity theory, recovery and
desistance, mentoring and addiction treatment.

Heiða Björg Hilmisdóttir is the Vice
Chairman in the for Social democratic
alliance in Iceland and holds position
as City Councilor in Reykjavík. Heiða
Björg Hilmisdóttir is a board member
of ECAD and Planet youth and the
public health committee in Reykjavik.
Educated as a dietitian, Heiða Björg
Hilmisdóttir holds a Master in food
and nutrition, MBA and with a
diploma in positive psychology.

Dag Endal

For two decades, Deirdre Boyd has
been a leader in the field of recovery
from addiction. Deirdre Boyd was
elected by the public to receive the
‘Directory of Social Change Influ
encer of the Year Award’ 2012. The
International Council on Alcohol
and Addictions presented Deirdre
Boyd with the ‘Dr Vincent Bakeman
Memorial Award for Outstanding
Community Services’, Deirdre Boyd has also received a Sierra
Tucson Award for Outstanding Achievement. Appearing as
an expert concerning addiction-recovering issues, Deidre Boyd
has written for national and international publications. Based
in the UK, Deirdre Boyd heads DB Recovery Resources, which
was recently chosen to channel Hazelden Publishing’s addiction
recovery guides in the UK and Europe.

Erik Leijonmarck is the Secretary
General of European Cities Action
Network for Drug Free Societies
(ECAD). He holds a degree in Poli
tical Science from Uppsala University,
specializing in international relations
and foreign policy decision making.
As Secretary General of ECAD
Erik Leijonmarck travels across
Europe and the world to dissemi
nate knowledge on various aspects of drug policy and practice.
Drawing from experiences of many ECAD cities and countries,
Erik Leijonmarck brings together best practices on prevention,
treatment and social reintegration of drug addicts as well as
supply reduction and policing with the aim of improving the
health and security of citizens across Europe. Furthermore, Erik
Leijonmarck is a member of the European Commission expert
group Civil Society Forum on drugs and is a regular contributor
of civil society input to the United Nations Commission in
Narcotic Drugs.

Dag Endal is the Project coordinator
of FORUT, a Norwegian develop
ment NGO. Specialized in alcohol
and drugs as a development issue,
Dag Endal also hold the position
of Coordinator of the Global Civil
Society Network Drug Policy Futures.
Furthermore, Dag Endal is founding
President of Actis, the Norwegian
Alcohol and Drug Policy Alliance.

D.A.R.E. America/International
Youth Advocacy Board
The Youth Advocacy Board (YAB)
was initiated by D.A.R.E America/
International in 2000. The YAB gives
D.A.R.E. graduates an opportunity to
speak to issues impacting the national
and worldwide D.A.R.E. program and
to advise D.A.R.E. programs, govern
ment and community leaders on drug
and violence prevention strategies
beneficial to our youth. The YAB is
comprised of one high school student per State in the United
States, as well as representatives from other nations. During
the past two years, YABs have participated in a special training
program designed to enhance their substance abuse prevention
advocacy capability and capacity. Each YAB has developed and
executed projects in which they have been able to employ the
skills they have developed.
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Deirdre Boyd

Emanuel Adrian Sârbu
Emanuel Adrian Sârbu is a senior
lecturer and associate professor of
Sociology, Social Work and Religious
Studies at Bucharest University. He
is also the Head of Department for
the Relation with the Civil Society
and other Social Actors from the
General Directorate of Social Welfare
– Bucharest Municipality. Emanuel
Adrian Sârbu’s research agenda and
interest is focused on suicide prevention, substance use, public
policies, social welfare systems, social research methodology as
well as counselling the disfavored categories. Emanuel Adrian
Sârbu has authored and co-authored eight books and numerous
articles and scientific studies of Suicidology, Sociology, Social
Work and others.

Eze Eluchie
Qualified as an Attorney-at-Law in
Nigerian since 1989, Eze Eluchie,
Executive Director of People Against
Drug Dependence & Ignorance, has
devoted his professional life towards
the protection and enforcement of
human and health rights in very
challenging environments. Eze
Eluchie is currently on the Board/
Executive Committees of diverse
national and international networks of civil society organiza
tions, inclusive of the Framework Convention on Global Health
(FCGH) Alliance and the Chairperson, West Africa CSO
Network CSOs in Substance Abuse (WANCSA), amongst
others. Eze Eluchie also serves as a Board Member (Africa)
of the World Federation Against Drugs (WFAD).

Geroge Ochieng Odalo
Geroge Ochieng Odalo is the
Executive Director and founder of
Slum Child Foundation, based in
Nairobi, Kenya. Geroge Ochieng
Odalo has extensive experience in
social work and working with and on
protection of slum children and youth.
Growing up himself as a slum child
in Nairobi, Geroge Ochieng Odalo is
dedicated to helping children in simi
lar situations and sees their potential. Geroge Ochieng Odalo
represents the voice of vulnerable children in the global drug
policy debate. Furthermore, Geroge Ochieng Odalo was one
of the invited speakers at the civil society hearing in the pre
parations for the United Nations General Assembly Special
Session for the World Drug Problem 2016.

Issah Ali
As the executive director of Vision for
Alternative Development (VALD)
and the Head of Secreteriat of the
West African Alcohol Policy Alliance
(WAAPA), Issah Ali joined develop
ment work in 1999 and has over 20
years’ experience in health and other
development issues, focusing specifi
cally on reproductive health, tobacco
control, alcohol prevention and drug abuse. Issah Ali has expe
rience within areas of peace building and conflict prevention as
well as youth, gender and community empowerment. Issah Ali
currently holds a position as board member of the Framework
Convention Alliance on Tobacco Control (FCA).

Ivan Celic
As a MD, Psychiatrist-Addictologist,
Ivan Celic is the Head of the Depart
ment of Dual Diagnosis at the
University Psychiatric Hospital Vrapce
in Zagreb, Croatia. Ivan Celic is also
Vice President of Board of Health
and Social Policy in the Croatian
Parliament. Ivan Celic urges that ‘the
development of effective treatments
for opioid dependence is of great im
portance given the devastating consequences of the disease’
and establishes that Opioid substitution therapy (OST) has
been established as the gold standard in treating opioid use
disorders. Ivan Celic opts for harm reduction leading to full
recovery stating that ‘Recovery is a process of change through
which individuals improve their health and wellness, live
self-directed lives, and strive to reach their full potential”
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Jessica Andersson

Justin Luke Riley

Kerstin Eriksson

Lennart Karlsson

Jessica Andersson works, together
with Ulla Kungur, with prevention
within the City of Gothenburg at
Kunskapskällarn’. Mainly targeting
primary and secondary schools with
support and assistance for ANDTwork (Alcohol, Drugs, Doping,
Tobacco), supported by drug-use
surveys. In their work with the schools
they use the results from the drug
survey to know more about risk and protection factors. There
are major differences between schools. Hence, strategic work to
provide individual support for schools is offered in accordance
to needs. Working preventative towards schools works!

Justin Luke Riley serves as President
& CEO of Young People in Recovery
(YPR). YPR envisions a world where
everyone can access the necessary tools
to recover from substance use disorder
and associated high-risk behaviors. At
29 years-old, Justin L. Riley has been
in longterm recovery from a substance
use disorder. Justin L. Riley has
graduated cum laude from the Honors
& Leadership Program at the University of Colorado at Denver
and recently completed his Executive MBA at the University
of Colorado. A former organizational development consultant
and a youth and community engagement Pastor in Denver,
Justin L. Riley is also former Secretary of the Board of Faces
and Voices of Recovery in Washington, DC. and past President
of the Board of Advocates for Recovery in Denver.

Kerstin Eriksson has a degree in Civil
Economics and has many years of
experience within the non-profit
health and social care sector. Kerstin
Eriksson is former Director and Chief
Executive Officer for LP-organiza
tion’s, a Christian addiction move
ment, non-profit national organiza
tion, former Industry Policy Manager
at Famna – The Swedish Association
for Non-Profit Health and Social Service Providers. Kerstin
Eriksson currently holds the position as Confederal Secretary for
SIMON – Swedes and Immigrants against Narcotics. Kerstin
Eriksson holds a strong commitment, and is engaged both
nationally and internationally, to issues concerning health and
social care, alcohol and narcotics as well as the growth of the
civil society.

Karin Jordås

Kim Nilvall

Lennart Karlsson is Detective
Superintendent within Swedish police
force and is an expert on drug issues.
Lennart Karlsson has vast experience
of international cooperation and is an
appreciated lecturer and trainer, giving
lectures in both Swedish and English.
Furthermore, Lennart Karlsson is
Chair of ‘Svenska Narkotikapolis
föreningen’, Swedish Narcotic Officers
Association (SNOA). The Board of SNOA has over a total of
430 years’ experience working in the judiciary system. With
2100 members from police, customs, prosecutor’s office and
from the Swedish national forensic laboratory, SNOA is a
consultative body within drug issues for the Swedish govern
ment. Every year, SNOA informs and educates a multitude of
students, civilians and law enforcement officers on drug related
issues.

Karin Jordås holds a degree in
Education from Stockholm University.
She is Secretary General of Mentor
International, a youth development
nonprofit organization that works
globally to empower young people
and prevent drug abuse. Karin Jordås
is also head of Mentor Sweden, a
national organization under the
Mentor International umbrella.
Karin Jordås previously held a position as Development
Manager at Sweden’s Department of Special Education, where
she advised the Swedish government on educational standards.
According to Karin Jordås, “over 30 years working with young
people gives you a lot of experience and knowledge of strategic
negotiations, communications, marketing and psychology, as
well as a lot of tolerance and selfrestraint!”.

Kim Nilvall currently holds the
position as Detective Inspector, case
officer, at the Swedish National
Bureau of Investigation – Intelligence
section. Kim Nilvall has previously
worked as an adviser, project develop
ment and external expert, cooperating
with Interpol in the development of
“project drug net” and is Co-producer
and developer of an analytical metho
dology; Strategic Capacity Assessments within organized crime,
“The criminal Arboristic approach” (CAP). Kim Nilvall has
previously held positions within Police capacity building project
in Serbia and the National Police Academy, among others.
Furthermore, Kim Nilvall has produced multiple of publications
and has carried out a vast amount of training assignments.

Kevin Sabet

Leena Haraké is the Executive
Director of Women’s Organisations
Committee on Alcohol and Drugs.

Johanna Gripenberg
Dr. Johanna Gripenberg is a rese
archer and the Director at STAD
(Stockholm prevents alcohol and drug
problems). STAD is a research and
development unit within Stockholm
Centre for Psychiatric Research,
Stockholm County Council and the
Karolinska Institutet at the Depart
ment of Clinical Neuroscience.
Dr. Johanna Gripenberg’s research field
is prevention science, focusing on the development, implemen
tation and evaluation of alcohol and drug prevention programs
within the local community.

Jón Sigfússon
Jón Sigfússon holds a Master of
Public Health and Education from
the University of Reykjavik, Iceland.
Jón Sigfússon is the Director of
Planet Youth, an evidence based drug
prevention program, as well as the
Director of the Icelandic Centre of
Social research and Analysis, ISCRA.
The research output produced by the
Centre continues to be at the forefront
of international research efforts, which is evidenced with publi
cations in peer-reviewed journals covering a wide spectrum of
health and social issues concerning adolescents. Furthermore,
Jón Sigfússon has published and lectured extensively in
“Evidence based policymaking in the field of drug prevention”
and “Adolescence Substance Abuse prevention.
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Dr. Kevin Sabet is affiliated with Yale
University and is the Director of the
Drug Policy Institute at the Univer
sity of Florida and holds position as
Assistant Professor in the College of
Medicine. Kevin Sabet is currently
President and CEO of SAM, Smart
Approaches to Marijuana, which
he has co-founded with Patrick J.
Kennedy. Among other achievements
Kevin Sabet is the author of the book ’Reefer Sanity: Seven
Great Myths About Marijuana’ and a consultant to numerous
domestic and international organizations including the United
Nations. Kevin Sabet served in the Obama Administration,
2009 –2011, as the Senior Advisor at the White House Office
of National Drug Control Policy (ONDCP).

Leena Haraké

Lena Stenberg
Lena Stenberg is the founder of the
Women’s Home Rosen, a treatment
center and accommodation for
women, where she works as a treat
ment provider and as deputy manager.
Lena Stenberg is also responsible
for treatment at the center. Lena
Stenberg has many years of experience
in leading and developing qualitative
women’s treatment at the Women’s
Home Rosen.

Margaret Kasoma
Margaret Kasoma is a trained thera
pist in Trauma focused cognitivebehavioral therapy at Boston Univer
sity and received training as supervisor
at Hopkins University. Margaret
Kasoma is qualified in Addiction
Counselling, holds a diploma in
general counselling within the areas
of concentration regarding child and
adult intervention methods, she holds
a HIV/AIDS Counselling Certificate and is trained in Child
Counselling. Margaret Kasoma is interested in developing
and carrying out interventions in psycho social support and
healthcare that are community suited and has participated in
sensitization and awareness raising on issues of substance abuse
in various communities.

Marina Johansson
Marina Johansson is a long-stan
ding Deputy Mayor for the City of
Gothenburg, who has held a wide
range of political portfolios. Repre
senting the Social Democrats, Marina
Johansson currently holds political
responsibility for social affairs and
public health and is a member a
member of the City Executive Board
of the City Council. Marina Johansson
is a trained nurse with experience within the Swedish Muni
cipal Workers Union and has a strong commitment to issues
regarding security, equality and equal opportunities. Among
other positions, Marina Johansson currently resides as the
President of ECAD Sweden (European Cities Against Drugs)
and is a board member of Reves (European Network of Cities
and Regions for the Social Economy as well as a member of the
Eurocities Social Forum.
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Michael Jonsson

Niklas Matti

Peggy Fulton Hora (Judge)

Robert L. DuPont

Dr. Michael Jonsson holds a Ph.D
in political science from the Depart
ment of Government at Uppsala
University and currently works as
a Deputy Research Director at the
Swedish Defense Research Agency.
His dissertation, A Farewell to Arms.
Motivational Change and Divergence
Inside FARC-EP 2004–2012 (Acta
Universitatis Upsaliensis, 2014),
focuses on motives for recruitment into and defection from the
FARC guerilla in Colombia, based on more than 100 interviews
with FARC ex-combatants. In 2013–2017, Michael Jonsson
was one of two lead researchers for a project on reintegration of
ex-combatants in Colombia. In 2008–2012, Michael Jonsson
was the lead researcher for several research projects funded by
the International Monetary Fund (IMF) on money laundering
and terrorist financing.

Niklas Martti is a Program Manager
working at the International Depart
ment of the IOGT-NTO Movement
in Stockholm. Niklas Martti has
recently come back from a field trip
to Southeast Asia visiting different
partner organizations, including the
Thai Community Empowerment
Foundation (T-CEF) and some of
their activities in northern Thailand.
The IOGT-NTO Movement is working with alcohol and drugs
as an obstacle to development through cooperation with partner
organizations and networks in 14 different countries in Asia,
Africa and Europe. The work is based on community initiatives,
holistic participatory approaches are utilized where different
actors within communities, civil society and service providing
public institutions are involved in the contribution for societal
development.

Judge Peggy Fulton Hora is the
President of the Justice Speakers
Institute, LLC. Judge Hora is retired
from the California Superior Court
where she had a criminal assignment
that included presiding over the Drug
Treatment Court. Former dean of the
B.E. Witkin Judicial College of
California, she has been on the Faculty
of the National Judicial College for 25
years. Amongst many achievements, Judge Hora was a Senior
Judicial Fellow for the National Drug Court Institute and the
Global Centre for Drug Treatment Courts. Judge Hora is an
international leader in the solution-focused courts movement
and has written comprehensively on justice issues. Her inter
national work includes hands on training on drug courts and
therapeutic jurisprudence in countries worldwide.

Robert L. Du Pont holds a MD
degree from Harvard Medical School
and has completed psychiatric training
at Harvard and the National Institutes
of Health in Bethesda. For over 40
years, Robert L. DuPont has been a
leader in drug abuse prevention and
treatment – starting as Director of the
U.S. National Institute on Drug Abuse
(1973–1978), and the second White
House Drug Chief (1973–1977). Among other positions,
Robert L. DuPont is founding President of the Institute for
Behavior and Health, Inc., a non-profit research and policy
organization that identifies and promotes new ideas to reduce
drug use and addiction. Dr. DuPont maintains an active practice
of psychiatry specializing in addiction and anxiety disorders
and holds position of Clinical Professor of psychiatry at the
Georgetown University School of Medicine.

Nanziri Immaculate

Patricia Ros García

Nanziri Immaculate is a Senior Social
Worker involved in Alcohol, Drug and
Substance abuse prevention inter
ventions in Uganda. She is currently
employed by the Uganda Youth Deve
lopment Link (UYDEL) since 2014,
Nanziri Immaculate is involved in
prevention activities targeting school
age youth living in the slums through
working with local leaders, schools,
parents and other stakeholders in prevention activities. Nanziri
Immaculate holds great experience in how to effectively support
young people through the rehabilitation process. Furthermore,
Nanziri Immaculate has been involved in networking activities,
information and knowledge sharing among the drug abuse civil
society organizations in Uganda as well as internationally.

Patricia Ros García is a clinical
psychologist, University of Barcelona,
and Master in Psychotherapy of
groups and organizations, University
of Deusto, Bilbao. Patricia Ros García
has been the Director of the Service
of Drugs Prevention, City Hall of
Tarragona since 2000. During which
the Drugs Prevention received first
prize in the category of Community
Drug Prevention granted by National Plan against Drugs.
Patricia Ros García is a co-founder of the Perifèrics Network,
formed by private entities and public bodies that work in the
field of drug prevention all over Catalonia. She has previously
directed a Centre for addicts’ rehabilitation for 10 years.
Furthermore, Patricia Ros García is a Senior Advisor of Planet
Youth.

Per Johansson has worked as a
Secretary General for the National
Association for a Drug-free Society
(RNS) since the early 1990s.
Per Johansson came across the
problem of drug abuse while working
a year at a mental hospital in between
high school and college. In 1979 he
came in contact with RNS and met
Professor Nils Bejerot, psychiatrist,
who founded RNS. Per Johansson took part in organizing the
First World Forum Against Drugs in Stockholm in September
2008. Based on that experience four of the Swedish NGOs that
organized the Forum founded the World Federation Against
Drugs, WFAD, in 2009. Since then four more Forums have
been arranged – in 2010, 2012, 2014 and 2016. Per Johansson
has taken an active role in making WFAD an important player
in the world from his position as the Secretary of the Board.

Paul Molloy

Peter Johansson

Paul Molloy, attorney, is CEO and
Co-Founder of Oxford House, Inc.,
(OHI) the non-profit, tax-exempt
organization that charters Oxford
Houses. Oxford Houses are self-run,
self-supported recovery houses for
individuals recovering from alcoholism
and drug addiction operating under
the “Oxford House Model”, a commu
nity-based approach to addiction
treatment. Paul Molloy has previously served on the Boards
of the National Association of Drug Court Professionals
(NADCP) and VISION, a model program in Silver Spring,
MD providing intervention and training for homeless indivi
duals.

Peter Johansson holds a Bachelor in
Social work and works at Vägen ut!,
a social enterprise. Peter Johansson
is supervisor for licenses regarding
HVB’s, homes for care or accommo
dation, as well as holds position as
Operations Manager at Villa Vägen
ut!, one of Vägen ut!’s housing facili
ties. Peter Johansson has previous
experience of addiction and crimi
nality, ending about ten years ago, and started working with
treatment at Villa Solberg during that time. Peter Johansson has
also been involved in the development of the treatment concept
for Villa Vägen ut! and has developed the inhouse treatment
to involve treatment, controlled accommodation, transition
housing and aftercare.

Neil McKeganey
Neil McKeganey, PhD, is a sociologist
who has undertaken a wide range of
studies in the area of substance use
and misuse, including research into
the nature and extent of pre-teen drug
use, the link between drugs and crime,
the effectiveness of treatment services
and the impact of parental drug use
on children. In 1994, Neil McKeganey
founded the Centre for Drug Misuse
Research at the University of Glasgow. Neil McKeganey has
worked in conjunction with a wide range of governments and
international bodies including the WHO, UNODC, and the
U.S. Department of Justice. In 2011 Neil formed the Centre for
Substance Use Research as an independent research grouping
undertaking research in the substance use field within the U.K.,
Europe and the United States. In 2012, Neil McKeganey was
awarded the Nils Bejerot prize for his contribution to interna
tional drug policy.
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Per Johansson

Sara Woldu
Sara Woldu is Chief Executive officer
and Chair of KRIS Stockholm,
“Criminals Return into Society ”.
As, former head of operations of KRIS’
project “Strengthened parenting” Sara
Woldu took part in Swedish national
television, SVT’s, documentary “Never
back down”. The documentary
portrayed her work at KRIS with a
support group for mothers. Sara
Woldu has experience of addiction and criminality and is today
living a drug free life with her husband and her beloved
daughter, Milena. The issue closest to Sara Woldu’s heart is the
right to drugfree treatment.

Staffan Hübinette
Staffan Hübinette has many years
of experience as a teacher in Social
education and Drug prevention.
Staffan Hübinette works with the
program ‘Drug free School’ as an
educator and counsellor for schools
and municipalities in their systemtic
policy work. In 2017, Staffan Hübinette
was awarded Swedish National Council
on Alcohol and Others Drug prize for
his role as a prevention worker.
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Steven S. Alm (Judge)

Thomas Pietschmann

Vanda Felbab-Brown

Željko Petković, TBC

Judge Steven S. Alm was a Circuit
Court Judge in Honolulu, Hawaii,
USA until 2016. He created Hawaii’s
Opportunity probation with Enforce
ment – HOPE Probation. Judge Alm
co-chaired the Interagency Council
on Intermediate Sanctions between
2005–2016 and has twice chaired the
once-a-decade statewide Penal Code
Review Committee. Judge Alm has
received the McGovern Award presented by the Institute for
Behavior and Health for the most promising drug policy idea of
the year 2009 and was named Hawaii Jurist of the Year in 2010.
In 2013, HOPE was named as one of the “Top 25 Innovations
in Government” by the Harvard Kennedy School of Govern
ment and was selected as recipient of the National Criminal
Justice Association Outstanding Criminal Justice Program for
the Western Region.

Dr. Thomas Pietschmann studied at
Vienna’s University of Economics and
Business Administration and started
his professional career in internatio
nal finance before joining the United
Nations Industrial Development
Organisation (UNIDO) and in 1993
the United Nations Drug Control
Program (UNDCP) which later
became the United Nations Office on
Drugs and Crime (UNODC). Thomas Pietschmann first
managed UNDCP programs in Afghanistan, Iran and Pakistan
and initiated UNDCP’s first Opium Survey in Afghanistan
(1994) before joining the then newly established research
section. He subsequently became one of the main authors
of UNODC’s annual flagship publication, the World Drug
Report. Thomas Pietschmann is repeatedly invited to address
national and international organizations on drug related issues.

Dr. Vanda Felbab-Brown received
her Ph.D. in Political Science from
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
and her B.A. in Government from
Harvard University, USA. Vanda
Felbab-Brown is a Senior Fellow in
the Center for 21st Century Security
and Intelligence in the Foreign Policy
program at Brookings Institution, a
nonprofit public policy organization
based in Washington, DC, as well as Director of the project
‘Improving Global Drug Policy: Comparative Perspectives
Beyond UNGASS 2016’. Vanda Felbab-Brown is an expert on
international and internal conflicts and nontraditional security
threats, including insurgency, organized crime, urban violence,
and illicit economies as well as author to a number of books,
policy reports, academic articles and opinion pieces.

Željko Petković holds a Postgraduate
study at Faculty of Law at the
University of Rijeka and Postgraduate
study of Criminology at Higher Police
School. Željko Petković is currently
Director of the Office for Combating
Drug Abuse in the Government of the
Republic of Croatia, and has previous
ly been police advisor in Ministry of
Inner Affairs. Željko Petković is
coordinator of the project UNODC-a, a program of capacity
building in the Western Balkans and the Mediterranean Region
through targeted drug law enforcement exchange. Furthermore,
Željko Petković is engaged in activites related to combating
narcotic offers within Police and Safety in Croatia.

Sue Thau

Thuraya Ismail

Sue Thau is a Public Policy Consultant
representing Community Anti-Drug
Coalitions of America (CADCA).
Sue Thau holds an undergraduate
degree in Human Development and
Family Studies and a Master’s Degree
in City and Regional Planning. Sue
Thau has an extensive background
in public policy and has held high
positions at federal, state and local
levels. For over ten years, Sue Thau was a Budget Examiner and
Legislative Analyst at the Office of Management and Budget,
in the Executive Office of the President. As a driving force
behind the passage, reauthorization and full funding of the
Drug-Free Communities Act, Sue Thau has worked to save and
enhance funding for all federal substance abuse prevention and
treatment programs over the last two decades.

As a Humanitarian and Social work
specialist, Thuraya Ismail holds a
Master of Science in International
Relations from the London School of
Economics and a Bachelor in Political
Studies from the America University
of Beirut. Thuraya Ismail has over
15 years’ experience in the field of
human development in general, and
the empowerment of children and
youth in particular. Through her different roles, from the United
Nation Development Program and the League of Arab States
to being Executive Director of Mentor Arabia Foundation,
Thuraya Ismail is enlightening the youth regarding the dangers
of drugs and risky behavior.

Wadih Maalouf has a Ph.D. in
Epidemiology and Biostatistics
(Mental Health and Drug Addiction
Epidemiology) at Johns Hopkins
School of Public Health, USA. Wadih
Maalouf has held several tasks within
UNODC related to reducing drug
demand reduction programming, in
cluding capacity building, and resource
assessment studies for orientation of
drug control strategies as well as building national and regional
capacities for evidence based responses. Wadih Maalouf was
positioned as regional UNODC Drug Demand Reduction
advisor for Middle East and North Africa up to between 2005
and 2010. As of 2010, Wadih Maalouf has resumed the post of
Programme Office in the Drug Prevention and Health Branch,
Prevention Treatment and Rehabilitation Section.

Sven-Olov Carlsson
Sven-Olov Carlsson began his career
as a Municipal Chief Executive and
worked for over 20 years in the field.
Since 2009, Sven-Olov Carlsson
is the International President of
World Federation Against Drugs
(WFAD), a multilateral community of
non-governmental organizations and
individuals. Apart from his presidency,
Sven-Olov Carlsson is a member of
the Board of EUROCARE, the European Alcohol Policy
Alliance, as well as the Board of GAPA, the Global Alcohol
Policy Alliance. Sven-Olov Carlsson has previously held the
position of International President of IOGT International, a
worldwide community of NGOs working in the field of alcohol
and drug policy and prevention.
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Ulla Kungur
Ulla Kungur works, together with
Jessica Andersson, with prevention
within the City of Gothenburg at
Kunskapskällar’n. Mainly targeting
primary and secondary schools with
support and assistance for ANDTwork (Alcohol, Drugs, Doping,
Tobacco), supported by druguse
surveys. In their work with the schools
they use the results from the drug
survey to know more about risk and protection factors. There
are major differences between schools. Hence, strategic work to
provide individual support for schools is offered in accordance
to needs. Working preventative towards schools works!

Wadih Maalouf

Viggo Lütcherath
Viggo Lütcherath is a Medical Doctor
specializing in Pediatrics. Viggo
Lütcherath was elected Chairman
in ECAD, European Cities Against
Drugs, in 2016. Apart from the role
of Chairman in ECAD, Viggo
Lütcherath is an elected member
of the City Council of Kristiansand
Municipality in Norway and holds
the position as Chair of the Board of
Public Health and Social Services, representing the Cristiandemocratic party. Prior to his political duties, Viggo Lütcherath
worked as a Senior Consultant at the Pediatric Department at
the Hospital in Kristiansand.
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