D.A.R.E. America/International Youth Advocacy Board
The Youth Advocacy Board (YAB), initiated by D.A.R.E. America/International in 2000.
The YAB gives D.A.R.E. graduates an opportunity to speak to issues impacting the national and
worldwide D.A.R.E. program and to advise D.A.R.E. America/International and local D.A.R.E.
programs, government and community leaders on drug and violence prevention strategies
beneficial to our youth.
In addition, the YAB is a working board, leading Peer PLUS Programs (after-school programs for
youth in their communities where there is interest), engaging in letter writing and media
response, as well as role modeling and speaking at D.A.R.E. functions within their communities.
The YAB is comprised of one high school student per State in the United States, as well as
representatives from other nations.
During the past two years, YABs have participated in a special training program designed to
enhance their substance abuse prevention advocacy capability and capacity. Each YAB has
developed and executed projects in which they have been able to employ the skills they have
developed.
D.A.R.E. America/International YAB members participating in the 6th World Forum Against
Drugs are:

D.A.R.E. America/International Youth Advocacy Board Member from Alaska
I am Gabriel Nummer from Kodiak,
Alaska. I take an active role in
Student Council, where I currently
hold the position of Secretary. Last
year I was the class President. I
participate in several sports including
Cross Country, Track and Field, and
Wrestling. I have been wrestling
since kindergarten and consider it my
favorite sport. Last summer I was
recommended by my science teacher
to participate in an eight-day Marine
Stewardship Expedition hosted by
Alaska Geographic. I was selected as
one of eight students from around the state to embark on a unique conservation
effort aboard the M/V Babkin, which took us throughout Prince William Sound.
I contribute to my community in several ways. For the past year I have participated
in the Teen Court program as a Teen Attorney. Furthermore, I volunteered to assist
with the Kodiak National Wildlife Refuge Youth Leadership Program where I spent
two weeks helping out with the local Salmon Camp program. Additionally, last
summer I received a four-week internship with the Alutiiq Museum of Kodiak to
excavate an ancient archeological site. I helped to locate and preserve many
historical artifacts left behind thousands of years ago.
I graduated from the D.A.R.E. program as a 5th grader, instructed by Officer Jeff
Holden. As the D.A.R.E. Youth Advocate for my state, I embrace the opportunity to
further contribute to substance abuse prevention endeavors in my community and
extend my service to the state and nation. It is an honor to be the D.A.R.E. YAB
representative the State of Alaska.

D.A.R.E. America Youth Advocacy Board Member from Arizona

I am Kobe Dominic Blackwell, I
live in Chandler, Arizona, and I
am an 18 year old senior at
Mountain Pointe High School. I
am D.A.R.E.’s Arizona State
Youth Advocacy Board
Representative. I have been apart
of the board since June 2016.
While at school, I am enrolled in
Honors, Advanced, and Dual
Enrollment courses. I am also a
four year participant of the
Mountain Pointe Football
program that ranked 8th in the
nation in 2016. During my senior
year I led the Mountain Pointe
Varsity football team to the state
semifinals and finished with a
11-3 record. After the season, I
was awarded the Mountain
Pointe Football “Coaches
Award” for outstanding
leadership on and off the field.
In the future, I plan on earning a
bachelor's degree in Sports
Journalism, that will help me
pursue my dream to become a radio/television sports analyst.
I am also surrounded by an amazing family that consists of my mother, father, and
older brother. We are a family who enjoys helping others and showing a positive
example for the community.

D.A.R.E. America/International Youth Advocacy Board Member from New
Jersey
My name is Julia Manning, and I proud to
be your New Jersey representative on the
D.A.R.E. Youth Advocacy Board (YAB).
I am currently a junior at Park Ridge
High School in Park Ridge, NJ. In
addition to D.A.R.E., I am involved in
numerous activities such as S.A.D.D.,
Yearbook club, Peer Leadership, and the
Park Ridge Exchange Program.
Additionally, I am a committed athlete,
playing on my high school’s Varsity
soccer and Varsity softball team.
I am very passionate about D.A.R.E.
and I am committed to implementing the
D.A.R.E. curriculum in my schools and
community. My goal is to make all
students aware of the dangers
surrounding drugs, alcohol and violence,
and educate them on strategies to avoid
peer pressure and also build self-esteem
and confidence.
In the future, I am interested in studying
forensic psychology and plan to pursue a
career in law enforcement.
As your NJ representative, you can be assured that I strive every day to
continue being a positive role model for my peers.

D.A.R.E. America/International Youth Advocacy Board Member from Canada
My name is Alexya Racicot, I
am from Timmins, Ontario and
I am the first Canadian YAB. I
am a hard working and
enthusiastic, grade 12 student.
I participate in several team
sports, particularly hockey
which enhance my leadership
skills and determination. That
being said, this year I moved 4
hours away from home to play
it, at a higher level. On my
spare time, I play piano and
sing. Furthermore, I attend a
French high school which
means I'm bilingual. I am
involved in D.A.R.E since my
first semester of grade eleven.
I had the opportunity to have a
coop placement with the
Timmins Police Services.
During that time, I participated
in D.A.R.E classes and
assisted the officer Lemieux
with presentations to grade 6
and grade 8 students. This experience made me realize how I was a role
model for these kids. Teaching them the importance of making good
decisions, encourages them to follow their dreams. I absolutely love this
program! When I was a grade 6 student my D.A.R.E officer had a big impact
on my life and he still does. He made me realize at a young age how precious
life is. Later on, I would love to pursue a career as a police officer.

D.A.R.E. America/International Youth Advocacy Board Member from
Washington
Hello my name is Danielle Littrell and I
am the Washington State YAB! I live in
the Tri-Cities which is in the South
Eastern part of the state. I am a senior
at Kennewick High School and I am
attending Columbia Basin Community
College full time as a running start
student. In result of this amazing
program, I get the opportunity to
graduate with both my high school
diploma and my Associates degree.
I love living in Washington because of
the huge variety of things that I can do.
Spokane is a two and a half hour drive
away and I enjoy going up there to visit
my future college (Whitworth University).
Seattle is three and a half hour drive
away and I enjoy visiting Pike's Place
market, the space needle, the I-Max
movie theater and all of the other
amazing things that city has to offer.
In the Tri-cities, there is also fun stuff to do! I enjoy cliff jumping with my
friends, walking around the Columbia Center mall, exploring caves and
tunnels, helping out with my church's youth group, and spending time with my
family.

D.A.R.E. America/International Youth Advocacy Board Member from Arkansas
My name is Hattie powers
and I was Arkansas Dare
Youth Advocacy board
member for the years of
2015-2017. As a Yab I
wanted to be able to expand
dare in my little town of
Corning. Over the years I
helped alongside my officer
to educate our young
children on the effects drugs
and alcohol has on your
body. I have visited many
places with my fellow Yabs
which led me to many new
opportunities, and to also
learn new things to bring
back and share with my
hometown. My goal is to
always be there for each and every child to make sure they always stay drug
free with a positive life.

D.A.R.E. America/International Youth Advocacy Board Member from
California
My name is Richard Smith and I am a
junior from Tracy, California. I like to
participate in speech and debate events
and activities at my church. In my spare
time I like to play guitar and saxophone. I
volunteer at organizations in my
community, like Brighter Christmas, Tracy
Senior Association and Case for Kids. I
enjoy speaking at my local D.A.R.E.
graduations because I feel like I am able to
make a positive impact in my community.
I also instituted an annual breakfast
fundraiser in my town that benefits my local
D.A.R.E. board. I have been appointed to
serve on the Youth Advisory Commission
to work with my city council. The Youth
Advisory Commission plans and hosts
events in the community that benefit the youth. I am honored to serve as the
D.A.R.E. America Youth Advocacy Board California Representative.

