FUNDAMENTALS
THE FOUNDATIONS OF URBAN DEVELOPMENT IN
NACKA CITY

THE FUNDAMENTALS FOR NACKA CITY

In 2014, the Municipal Executive Board commissioned the municipal architect
and the planning department to produce an urban development concept for
Nacka City, based on the vision – close and innovative. This has now been
turned into an urban development strategy called Fundamentals. The aim of
the Fundamentals is to strengthen the character of Nacka City and complement
the existing structural plan for Nacka City. The document is intended as a tool
for analysis and guidance in the planning and construction of Nacka City. The
Fundamentals are to form the basis for each land allocation. Each Fundamental
is followed by a number of questions that must be answered by all the stakeholders involved. The Fundamentals have been adopted by the Municipal
Executive Board as an urban development strategy for the creation of Nacka
City.
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The Fundamentals lay the foundation for our view of the
emerging city. Through the Fundamentals, we have set out
the concept that will lie at the heart of urban development
in Nacka City. We want to create the physical conditions for
urban life. The Fundamentals will always steer and guide our
development of the city. Typically, a city offers public space
that everyone is entitled to use. A city typically also features
a constant flow of people. Accessibility and communications
are critical to these urban flows. Urban life occurs in the
interactions between residents, local workers and visitors –
interactions that are crucial for the city’s development. It is
through our history and our cultural environments that we
establish cohesion. The city is a single whole. Nacka City rests
on seven Fundamentals. These are basic, innovative and brief.
The whole of our city is to be built on these Fundamentals and
adapted to their approach.
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The flow of people and their meeting places are what define
a city. Throughout the city, every part of complex public life
has to be bound together. Thoroughfares and intersections
determine the nature of the urban space. They have to be
multifunctional, navigable, clear and distinct. Public transport
nodes have to be designed with great care.
The city is a place in motion, a stage to observe and be
observed on. The flow of people provides opportunities to see,
meet and make contact. The movements of children are a key
point on which to focus.
How does the movement work? Is there any natural centre? Is there a
coherent network? Where do people change direction? Where is the flow
greatest? What function do the intersections have? Where are the places for
children? Where might people be expected to stop?
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The most important urban space is the public space, which has
to offer openness, functions and meaning. It is here that everyone is given the opportunity to see others, meet and interact.
There is to be an emphasis on the importance of the public
space as a place to meet and spend time. Specific places are to
be identified, developed or created. Playgrounds should be a
natural element of the public space. Sports facilities, libraries
and commercial sites can also form part of the public space.
The urban spaces should be allowed to change over time. Spontaneous thoroughfares may arise and not all land needs to be
given a prescribed use. Large or intentionally set-aside areas can
open up unforeseen possibilities for temporary activities, events
and so on.
What are the neighbourhood’s public spaces? How are the public spaces
connected? How do we identify and design the space? Where are the opportunities for views in the public space? Do meetings take place in different
places in different weathers? Are the public space and the meeting places
equally accessible, safe and welcoming?
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The streets are designed based on function, content and traffic levels, but the importance of the street as a public space
must also be considered, highlighted and brought to life. The
road network determines the structure and character of the
area, taking in main roads, local streets, pedestrian streets and
alleyways. The topography means that steps and simple pedestrian bridges may be needed. How, where and whether trees
are planted along the streets and whether on-street parking is
permitted affect the width and sense of space. Rows of trees
reinforce the shape of the linear space that is the street. The
local streets are designed to reduce speed and take account of
pedestrians. Commuting by bicycle may be made possible along
main roads. The urban street is a space where the buildings
form walls.
What speed should the street be designed for? Is speed affected by the design
of the street space? What traffic levels are reasonable? Where do cyclists
need a separate cycle path? Where can bicycle and motor traffic share the
street? Can the width of the street be reduced to give a more intimate street
space? How does the topography affect the shape of the street? Is the street
designed for pedestrians? Where is public transport expected to go?
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Large green spaces and water provide the backdrop to Nacka
City. The greenery in the city has to have a function and make it
possible to follow the changes in the seasons. Systems of parks,
waterside walks and nature for recreation are to be retained
or created. However, greenery can also be found in formal
parks, gardens, on buildings and along tree-lined streets. These
avenues give a sense of space and movement. The potential for
the urban greenery to contribute to stormwater management,
shelter from wind and heat, urban gardening and the winter
landscape is to be exploited. The green spaces should be joined
up and should promote biodiversity. The route to the water
should be clear. You are never far from nature.
Are there different types of park in the neighbourhood? How do the green
spaces link up? Does everyone have access to a green space that they can
spend time in? What are the green spaces designed to look like when the leaves have fallen? Is there scope for parks that are looked after by residents?
Are there any existing green assets? Can you see a bit of greenery?
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A city of neighbourhoods is the starting point for the structure,
but it is the location’s topographical conditions and existing
assets that determine the layout of the neighbourhoods. The
buildings along the street are to form a dense frontage with
clearly visible entrances and doors. Variation should be achieved
through smaller units at different heights, changing architectural
features and open blocks. High-rise blocks may be built on
particularly suitable sites. The wind conditions are important
in designing a neighbourhood. The ground floors are to be
carefully designed, showing appreciation for the importance of
the street space, with shops, offices, cafés, preschools, laundries
or housing accessed directly from the street. Attention must
be given to the gardens and courtyards in the neighbourhood,
particularly where they are shared between several property
owners. Outdoor parking should be avoided.
Do the neighbourhoods provide different conditions for vibrant ground
floors? What thoroughfares have the conditions for this? Are the entrances
on the street? Should the neighbourhood be open for throughflow? Have any
visual openings been made possible? Is there to be any clearly defined area
for high-rise blocks? Are the possibilities of a winding street space being
exploited? Are there any views or sightlines through the neighbourhood?
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Details are everything. The city’s street furniture shows the
level of ambition to be welcoming to people. This may relate
to paving, planting, bins, street lighting, bicycle racks, park
benches, works of art and so on. Lighting has a major impact
on the sense of wellbeing and safety, but it also lends character
to buildings, objects and plants. The choice of materials is also
important in the perception of care and quality. Design and
artistic features that change over time are key.
Are the paving, material choices and light fittings consciously positioned
and designed? Is there any space for creative design? Are there any spaces
that are created by light? Is account taken of darkness? Is there furniture
for rest and aesthetic purposes? Where is there space for public art?
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The design of the urban space and the content of the city
create meaning. The urban landscape is to be considered as a
whole. The look should, by turns, be uniform and varied. The
existing, the new and time combine to give the city character.
Cultural heritage provides perspective and identity. Innovative
forms and solutions, on both a large and a small scale, should
challenge and be encouraged. Each neighbourhood and place
should have some element, either new or existing, that lends
it character. Extensive developments should be split up into
smaller, distinct parts. Eco-friendly solutions may be given a
visible expression. The identity of the place and the way the
individual perceives and uses it shapes the urban ideal. The
actions of children bring life and unexpected movement.
Has the character been identified? Using what? Are we taking account of
Nacka’s particular topography? What existing features and cultural assets
strengthen the sense of place? Will these be of value in the new city? What
aspects of the planned development will provide local character? Is there
any new design language? Is there an energy profile? Is there any special
place in the neighbourhood? Do creative or design programmes have a role
to play?
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