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Juan delGado is a London
based multimedia artist whose
work incorporates photography,
installation and moving image.
Often addressing hard to discuss
issues within society, delGado
presents audiences with themes of
displacement, trauma and identity.
In his practice, delGado seeks to
explore ability versus disability, the
accepted versus the unaccepted, and
to represent what is unrepresented.
Much of his work has been made
as a response to engagements with
specific individuals or groups, and
delGado has been supported by many
prestigious organisations including
the British Council, the Wellcome
Trust, ArtSchools Palestine, Queer ID
Festival, and Unlimited.
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For this exhibition, delGado has been
awarded an INSIDE commission from
New Art Exchange and DASH. INSIDE
is a Disability Arts commissioning
programme led by DASH with funding
from Arts Council England. Altered
Landscapes is supported using public
funding by the National Lottery
through Arts Council England and by
the Spanish Embassy Oﬃce for Cultural
and Scientific Affairs in London.
www.juandelgado.co
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Altered Landscapes is a multimedia
installation by Juan delGado which
traces a personal narrative through
the scarred vistas of Europe in the
midst of the largest mass migration
in living memory.
In 2016 delGado travelled to Greece,
Macedonia and Calais to record the
journeys taken by refugees, many of
whom are from war-torn Syria and
northern Iraq. delGado did not film
these ‘invisible’ people who proliferate
our media, instead he chose to capture
the places they passed through and
the traces they left behind. delGado
presents fragments of experiences and
fleeting moments that tell the human
story of people caught in one of the
worst humanitarian crises of our time,
offering new perspectives and telling
stories that are usually overlooked by
the mainstream media.
Altered Landscapes incorporates video,
photography and stories of Syrian
refugees who delGado met during the
making of this exhibition. These stories
are told in both English and Arabic and
intend to take the viewer on a reflective

journey. Visitors are invited to step into
the dimly lit gallery space and absorb
the unsettling and terrifying experience
of traveling hundreds of miles through
an unfamiliar landscape at night,
reminiscent of journeys made by tens
of thousands of men, women and child
refugees.
The artworks and stories in the
exhibition enables visitors to consider:
how does it feel to leave your country,
family and friends behind in search for
safety; to flee violence, persecution,
war and terror in your homeland only
to be terrorised again as you try to
reach Europe; to be stranded without
shelter, food and water in no-man’s
land; to be hunted by border patrols
in armoured vehicles; to be chased by
barking dogs; to be beaten, handcuffed
and sent to detention centres.
Inspired by the text The Metamorphosis
by Franz Kafka, the project centres
on a personal diary from a narrator, a
European subject, who is describing
how his human identity is gradually
eroded, being transformed into
something else, as a response to the

The landscape
bears witness to
the traumas and
displacements of

suffering he is experiencing. Altered
Landscapes is a personal reflection and
a response to the current situation in
Europe when many European countries
are fortifying their borders with razorwire fences and watchtowers to stop
the flow of refugees reaching the
safety of northern Europe. Hungry,
Czech Republic, Poland, Slovenia
and Croatia are among the European
member states that rejected the EU’s
plan to share refugees. Instead their
boarders were closed, and those
seeking to pass through are detained.

the people that
move through it.
Juan delGado

The influx of refugees across the
continent has been met with the
rise of xenophobic, far-right populist
political parties, whose negative
portrayals of refugee communities

fuel discrimination and division, and
dehumanises their suffering. Visually,
Altered Landscapes contextualises
the ‘refugee crisis’ and the
surrounding debates in a landscape
strongly embedded in our collective
imagination: Athens, Greece - the
birthplace of democratic values and
culture.
This exhibition follows on from
delGado’s Qisetna: Talking Syria, a
non-political cultural project which
provides a bilingual platform for people
from and with a connection to Syria,
to share stories and present alternative
perspectives. It provides a reminder
of the humanity of ordinary Syrians
through their relationship with arts,
culture, sport and places.

Image credits: Juan delGado, film still from Altered Landscapes, 2016.

